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MPs submit bill to impose  
fees on money transfers

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Five lawmakers yesterday submitted a 
draft law calling to impose a 2.5 percent fee on mon-
ey transfers out of Kuwait to help the domestic 
economy and stop the flight of capital out of the 
country. MP Osama Al-Shaheen said he submitted 
the bill along with MPs Abdulaziz Al-Saqabi, Hamad 
Al-Matar, Khaled Al-Otaibi and Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, 
because billions of dinars are transferred out of the 
country every year. 

Shaheen said that based on figures, around KD 
21 billion has been transferred out of Kuwait in the 
past five years - around KD 4.2 billion on average 
every year. He said based on these figures, it is 

expected that some KD 100 million will be collected 
every year from such fees. 

In previous parliaments, MPs had submitted sim-
ilar laws stipulating a five percent tax only on expat 
remittances to their home countries. This proposal 
calls to impose the 2.5 percent fee on all money 
transfers out of the country. Shaheen said such a fee 
will minimize the amount of capital leaving the 
country every year. Separately, MP Hesham Al-
Saleh said he will submit a draft law calling to 
impose taxes on money remittances out of Kuwait. 
He also submitted amendments to the audiovisual 
law calling to abolish the jail term in the law to 
guarantee freedom of speech. 
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Return of maids to resume Jan 17 • Airlines to bear cost of two PCR tests 

Dems move to impeach Trump 

WASHINGTON: US Democrats began the 
process yesterday of impeaching President 
Donald Trump for a historic second time, accus-
ing him of “incitement of insurrection” over his 
supporters’ deadly storming of the US Capitol. 
The move - which threatens to torpedo the sin-
gle-term president’s future political ambitions - 
could make for a frenetic culmination of four 
years of controversy ahead of Joe Biden’s 
January 20 inauguration. 

Democrats introduced a resolution in the House 
of Representatives calling for Vice President Mike 
Pence and the cabinet to remove Trump - who has 
been absent from the public spotlight for days - as 
unfit for office under the Constitution’s 25th 
amendment. But Republicans blocked an immedi-
ate vote on the resolution and Democrats followed 
up by introducing an article of impeachment of 
Trump for “incitement of insurrection”. 

Continued on Page 2 

WASHINGTON: Army National Guard members walk past a painting of the Declaration of Independence 
being ratified while guarding Capitol Hill yesterday. — AFP  

RIYADH: Qatar-Saudi flights resumed yesterday as 
the neighbors normalize ties under a landmark 
agreement that ended a bitter three-year rift and 
allows families to reunite. Saudi Arabia and its allies 
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt in June 
2017 slapped a blockade on Qatar that included 
closing airspace to the country over claims it backed 
Islamist groups and was too close to Iran - charges 
Doha has always denied.  

The quartet agreed to lift the restrictions at a 
Gulf Cooperation Council summit last week in the 
Saudi desert city of Al-Ula, after a flurry of diplo-
matic activity by outgoing US President Donald 
Trump’s administration. The first commercial flight 
between Qatar and Saudi Arabia in three and a half 

years, a Qatar Airways service to Riyadh, took off 
from windswept Doha airport around 1100 GMT 
and touched down around 1200 GMT. 

Families hugged and laughed as they were reunit-
ed in the gleaming arrivals hall of Riyadh’s King 
Khalid International Airport where two men waited 
holding large bunches of flowers which they gave to 
two women who arrived with a child. “Thank God, 
may God save the (Saudi) King, the Crown Prince 
and the rulers of all the Gulf. It’s a great feeling,” said 
one tearful man on being reunited with his nephew 
in Riyadh. “I am very happy! Thanks to God we have 
been reunited again,” said his newly arrived nephew 
as the family kissed and embraced. 

At Doha, airport staff filmed aircraft taxiing on the 
runway, anxious to ensure they got a clip of the rele-
vant plane taking off, according to an AFP corre-
spondent on the ground. A Saudi Airlines plane was 
also to fly yesterday from Riyadh to Doha, with serv-
ices from Jeddah expected to start at a later date.  
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Qatar-Saudi flights 
resume after thaw

Sultan issues succession law  
 
MUSCAT: Oman’s sultan has issued a new law 
on the appointment of a crown prince for the 
first time in the country’s history, according to a 
royal decree. Sultan Haitham bin Tariq issued 
two royal decrees yesterday, one for parliament 
and one for a new succession mechanism, state 
television reported. “The most significant (ele-
ment)... is establishing a specific and stable 
mechanism for transfer of the governing author-
ity and a mechanism to appoint a crown prince,” 
said a royal decree read on state TV. — AFP 

Bahraini bodybuilder ‘seized’ 
 
MANAMA: Bahrain has accused Qatar of seiz-
ing one of the kingdom’s champion bodybuilders 
during a fishing trip even as Manama normalized 
its relationship with its neighbor. “Bahrain has 
strongly condemned the Qatari coastguard’s 
arrest of Bahraini bodybuilding champion Sami 
Al-Haddad while he was on a fishing cruise with 
a number of his companions in the Bahraini ter-
ritorial waters,” the foreign ministry said late 
Sunday. — AFP 

Turkey probes WhatsApp  
 
ISTANBUL: Turkey’s competition authority yes-
terday opened an investigation into WhatsApp’s 
decision to share more of its user data with its 
parent company Facebook. The encrypted mes-
saging app last week asked more than a billion of 
its users outside the European Union and Britain 
to accept the new terms or lose access to 
WhatsApp on Feb 8. The Turkish Competition 
Authority said yesterday it was opening an inves-
tigation and requiring WhatsApp to suspend the 
data sharing obligation on its users. — AFP 

NEOM, Saudi Arabia: A handout picture shows Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman launching ‘The Line’ green city on Sunday. — AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top crude exporter, announced 
Sunday the launch of an eco-city 
“with zero cars, zero streets and zero 
carbon emissions” at its futuristic 
NEOM mega development. The $500 
billion NEOM project, set to be built 
from scratch along the kingdom’s 
picturesque Red Sea coast, is billed 
as a development evocative of a sci-

fi blockbuster. 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman unveiled plans for a city, 
dubbed “THE LINE”, in a presentation 
broadcast on state TV. It consists of “a 
city of a million residents with a length 
of 170 kilometers that preserves 95 
percent of nature within NEOM, with 
zero cars, zero streets and zero carbon 
emissions,” he said. “We need to 
transform the concept of a conven-
tional city into that of a futuristic one,” 
added the de facto leader of the Arab 
world’s leading economy, regularly 
ranked among the world’s most pollut-
ing countries. — AFP 

Saudi launches  
car-free city

SANAA: Fighters loyal to Yemen’s Houthi rebels raise their fists and chant slo-
gans as they visit the grave of slain Houthi political leader Saleh Al-Sammad at 
Al-Sabeen Square yesterday. — AFP 

SANAA: Yemen’s Houthis were defiant 
yesterday after Washington said it will 
designate the Iran-backed rebels as 
terrorists, a last-ditch move under 
President Donald Trump that aid 
groups and US lawmakers warned 
would deepen the country’s humanitar-
ian crisis. Unless Congress blocks the 
decision, the Houthis will be blacklisted 
on Jan 19 - one day before the inaugu-
ration of President-elect Joe Biden, 
whose aides had hoped to push to end 
Yemen’s devastating six-year war. 

Houthi political commander 
Mohamed Ali Al-Houthi condemned 
the US move in a tweet and said they 
had “the right to respond”. “The 
Yemeni people don’t care about any 
designation from Trump’s administra-

tion, as it is a partner in killing Yemenis 
and starving them.” Iran’s foreign min-
istry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh 
also condemned the US announce-
ment, warning “it’s likely the bankrupt 
US government will do further damage 
to its reputation” in Trump’s final days 
in office. 

The decision, announced by US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, could 
complicate Biden’s promised efforts to 
restart diplomacy with Iran and 
reassess Washington’s alliance with 
Saudi, which has led an offensive in 
Yemen. The designation aims to hold 
the rebel movement “accountable for 
its terrorist acts, including cross-bor-
der attacks threatening civilian popu-
lations, infrastructure and commercial 
shipping,” Pompeo said Sunday. 

The Houthis have “led a brutal cam-
paign that has killed many people, con-
tinues to destabilize the region and 
denies Yemenis a peaceful solution to 
the conflict in their country”. The 
Yemeni government said the Houthis  
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