
LONDON: Leeds suffered a humiliating FA Cup
exit against Crawley as the League Two side swept
to a shock 3-0 win, while Timo Werner ended his
Chelsea goal drought and Bernardo Silva sparkled
for Manchester City as the Premier League giants
eased into the fourth round yesterday.

After the spiking coronavirus pandemic wreaked
havoc with matches across the third round on
Friday and Saturday, the FA Cup was back on more
familiar ground as Leeds became the competition’s
latest big name to be knocked out by a feisty
underdog.

Crawley’s unexpected success encapsulated the
FA Cup’s unique charm and football’s restorative
powers at a time when the sport is badly in need of
some positive news. Numerous clubs have been hit
by COVID-19 problems as the new variant sweeps
across Britain, forcing Aston Villa and Derby to
field entire teams of youth players while their sen-
ior stars went into self-isolation.

Villa’s kids were beaten by Liverpool on Friday
and Derby’s youngsters lost to non-league Chorley,
with Southampton’s tie against Shrewsbury post-
poned after a virus outbreak at the League One
side. Despite calls for the English season to be halt-
ed while the virus is contained, the FA Cup goes on
for now and Crawley relished their chance to steal
the spotlight.

Leeds sit 12th in the Premier League after a
fine first season back in the top-flight, but boss
Marcelo Bielsa paid the price for making seven
changes at The People’s Pension Stadium in leafy
Sussex. Crawley, sixth in League Two, had sur-
vived an incredible 6-5 win against Torquay in the
FA Cup first round, but this victory was even more
remarkable.

On a fairytale day for Crawley, it was fitting that
Nick Tsaroulla should open the scoring with his

first career goal in the 51st minute. Ashley
Nadesan’s low shot crept under Leeds keeper Kiko
Casilla’s weak attempted save to double Crawley’s
lead two minutes later.

Jordan Tunnicliffe delivered the final blow in the
70th minute, forcing the ball into the roof of the net
after Leeds failed to clear a Sam Matthews free-
kick. It is not the first time Leeds have endured FA
Cup ignominy after Don Revie’s stars were famous-
ly eliminated by Colchester in 1971, while the club’s
2008 side were embarrassed by Histon and the
2017 squad lost to Sutton.

Werner back on track
Chelsea, eight-time winners of the FA Cup and

runners-up last season, showed Leeds how to
deal with an upset threat as they thrashed League
Two team Morecambe 4-0 at Stamford Bridge.
Two-time world heavyweight boxing champion
Tyson Fury has a gym at Morecambe’s Mazuma
Stadium, but it was Chelsea who delivered the
knockout blows.

Mason Mount marked his 22nd birthday in mem-
orable fashion as the midfielder fired in from 25
yards in the 18th minute. Werner finally got on the
scoresheet in the 44th minute, bundling home after
Kai Havertz headed into his path. Callum Hudson-
Odoi struck in the 49th minute and Havertz got the
fourth in the 85th minute.

Romantics looking for a shock at the Etihad
Stadium were left disappointed as Manchester City
cruised to a 3-0 win against second tier
Birmingham. Pep Guardiola made four changes
from the team that beat Manchester United in the
League Cup semi-finals on Wednesday.

Bernardo Silva was one of those who came in
and he opened the scoring with a superb half-vol-
ley after eight minutes. Silva struck again with a

close-range finish in the 15th minute and Phil Foden
got the third in the 33rd minute.

Yesterday’s standout tie sees Marine, of the
eighth tier Northern Premier League Division One
North West, host Jose Mourinho’s Tottenham. It is
the biggest gap — 161 places — between oppo-
nents in FA Cup history.

Marine’s squad is made up of teachers, NHS

staff, bin men and factory workers, with the high-
est-paid player earning between £200 and £300 a
week. If Marine cause the biggest shock in FA Cup
history, fans in the Merseyside town of Crosby
should look out for goalkeeper Bayleigh Passant,
who visited a local shop to get beers to celebrate
his side’s second round win — still dressed in his
full kit. —AFP
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Pochettino gets
first win with PSG,
Lyon stay on top
PARIS: Mauricio Pochettino celebrated his
first victory as Paris Saint-Germain coach on
his home debut on Saturday as Moise Kean set
the reigning champions on their way to a 3-0
win over Brest, but Lyon remain top of Ligue 1
after drawing at Rennes.

Substitutes Mauro Icardi and Pablo Sarabia
added late goals for PSG who would have gone
top on goal difference had Lyon not recovered
from 2-0 down to earn a point in Rennes and
extend their unbeaten run to 16 games. PSG
are second at the season’s halfway stage, a
point behind the leaders and ahead on goal
difference of third-placed Lille, who triumphed
1-0 at Nimes.

With Neymar still missing, it was not a vin-
tage performance from PSG on a freezing
Parisian night in an empty stadium — support-
ers are still barred from games in France with a
nighttime curfew in place nationwide as part of
the fight against coronavirus. That meant it was
never going to be the return to the Parc des
Princes that Pochettino — who was a popular
player for PSG two decades ago — would
have liked.

Nevertheless the Argentine will be relieved
to have his first win in charge after his first
game ended in a 1-1 draw at Saint-Etienne in
midweek. “We have still only had a few days
working together and we have had two very
difficult, very competitive games,” Pochettino
said. “I am really satisfied with the effort put in
by the players. It was an improved perform-
ance and an important victory.”

Of his first game back at the Parc des
Princes, he added: “It was very emotional. This
stadium has one of the best atmospheres in
football and we missed having the fans here,
but I have had a superb welcome at this club
and in this magnificent city since arriving.”

Pochettino could now get his first piece of
silverware when PSG play Marseille on
Wednesday in the Champions Trophy, the
French equivalent of a Super Cup that in nor-
mal times is the curtain-raiser to the season. It
remains to be seen if Neymar, after four weeks
on the sidelines, will be fit for that game, while
defender Thilo Kehrer will be sidelined after
news of his positive coronavirus test fell short-
ly before kick-off against Brest.

Pochettino again started playmaker Marco
Verratti in an advanced role behind central
striker Kean, with the latter opening the scor-
ing in the 16th minute. Captain Marquinhos
headed Angel Di Maria’s corner against the
post and Kean was on hand to nod in the
rebound from barely a meter out. It was his
11th goal, and his ninth in Ligue 1, since signing
on loan from Everton in October.

Brest, who sit in mid-table and are one of
the best sides to watch in France, could have
scored before that but Keylor Navas clawed
away Romain Faivre’s early effort for the visi-
tors. It was only in the final 10 minutes that
PSG ran away with the game, as Kylian
Mbappe set up Icardi — on in place of Kean
— to get the second before Sarabia fired in to
make it 3-0. — AFP

Leeds stunned by Crawley in FA
Cup, as Chelsea, Man City advance

Cup holders Arsenal beat Newcastle as Chorley shock virus-hit Derby

CRAWLEY: Crawley Town’s Cypriot defender Nick Tsaroulla (C) shoots past Leeds United’s Spanish goalkeeper Kiko
Casilla to open the scoring during the English FA Cup third round football match between Crawley Town and Leeds
United at Broadfield Stadium in Crawley, southern England yesterday. — AFP

Inter stalled; Ibra
returns as Milan
bounce back
MILAN: Gianluca Mancini headed in a late equal-
izer as AS Roma stalled Serie A title rivals Inter
Milan with a 2-2 draw in Rome yesterday. Antonio
Conte’s second-placed Inter lost further ground
after their midweek defeat to Sampdoria to drop
three points behind leaders AC Milan. Roma remain
a further three points behind Inter in third.

Defender Mancini got his head to a Gonzalo
Villar cross four minutes from time to keep Roma
three points behind Inter in third. Conte’s side had
fought back after Lorenzo Pellegrini gave Roma the
lead just after quarter of an hour in the Stadio
Olimpico.

Milan Skriniar headed in the equaliser 11 minutes
after the break with Achraf Hakimi putting Inter
ahead seven minutes later with a superb long range
shot that blasted off the crossbar into the net. But
the visitors were unable to resist the Roman pres-
sure in the last quarter of an hour with goalkeeper
Samir Handanovic saving Inter several times, deny-
ing Mancini from close range before being beaten
by the defender on the following corner.

Milan extends lead
Zlatan Ibrahimovic had returned from injury,

coming off the bench for a late cameo appearance,
as AC Milan defeated Torino 2-0 on Saturday to
extend their lead at the top of Serie A. Last week-
end, champions Juventus ended Milan’s 27-match
unbeaten run in the league dating back to March.

But Rafael Leao’s goal and a Franck Kessie

penalty in the first half ensured AC Milan moved
four points ahead of Inter Milan before they played
third-placed Roma yesterday. Ibrahimovic started
on the bench, having been out of action since scor-
ing a double against Napoli on November 22, with a
thigh injury and then a calf problem.

“We had a clear program, if Ibrahimovic passed
the last test yesterday he could have a small role as
he did,” said Milan coach Stefano Pioli. The 39-
year-old Swede, who scored 10 goals in six league
games before injury, replaced Leao with five min-
utes to go in a game the hosts dominated against
lowly Torino.

“The important thing is that the muscular prob-
lem is behind him, now we’ll have to help him find
his way back because he was out a long time,” con-

tinued Pioli. “He’s such a strong player, a great stim-
ulus for the whole team.”

Leao opened the scoring on 25 minutes after
Theo Hernandez combined with Brahim Diaz to
send the Portuguese forward clear to beat Torino
goalkeeper Salvatore Sirigu. Kessie calmly slotted
in the second from the penalty spot in the 36th
minute after a VAR review judged Torino captain
Andrea Belotti to have tripped Diaz.

Ricardo Rodriguez missed a chance to score for
Torino against his former club, rattling the crossbar
before the break, with Sirigu denying Kessie from
close range. Milan’s injury woes were compounded
when midfielder Sandro Tonali was stretchered off
five minutes after the break after colliding with
Simone Verdi. —AFP 

MILAN: AC Milan’s Swedish forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic enters the pitch during the Italian Serie A football match
between AC Milan and Torino at the San Siro stadium in Milan on Saturday. — AFP

Zidane blasts
snow-hit pitch as
Real Madrid held
MADRID: Zinedine Zidane said Real Madrid’s
goalless draw with Osasuna on Saturday was “not
a football match” and should have been called off
after Spain was hit by a snowstorm. Madrid missed
the chance to overtake Atletico Madrid at the top
of La Liga and allowed Barcelona to creep closer
after Lionel Messi scored twice in a 4-0 victory
over Granada.

Atletico’s match at home to Athletic Bilbao ear-
lier on Saturday was postponed due to the snow,
meaning Diego Simeone’s side are top with three
games in hand over their rivals. Osasuna’s pitch in
Pamplona was certainly affected by the snowfall,
especially in the middle third, but large parts were
green and the referee decided the game should go
ahead.

“We played the game because they told us to
play the game but the conditions were very diffi-
cult,” said Zidane. “For me this was not a football
match. In the end we played, and that’s it.” Real
Madrid are due to play Athletic Bilbao in Malaga on
Thursday in the Spanish Super Cup semi-finals.
“We don’t know what we’re going to do now,
whether we stay here tomorrow or if we’re going to
travel on Monday, we’ll see.” Zidane added: “It is
not an excuse. What everyone wants to see is a
football match and today the conditions were not
met to see a football match.”

Messi scored twice against Granada to make it
four goals in three matches for him since the turn of
the year and his resurgence has coincided with an

upturn for the team too; this victory is Barca’s third
on the bounce. “We are calmer,” said Barca coach
Ronald Koeman. “We have to stay humble, to keep
working and winning.”

Messi’s double, the second a sweetly-struck
free-kick, came between two strikes from Antoine
Griezmann, who is also enjoying a revival after a
disappointing 18 months at Camp Nou. Some had
wondered if Messi would ever get back to his best
following an underwhelming start to the season
but his latest contribution makes him the league’s
top scorer on 11 goals, five months after he tried
to leave.

‘Good Messi interaction’
“From day one, my interactions with Leo have

been good,” said Koeman. “We’re used to this, if
there are a couple of games where he doesn’t
score, there will be a couple of people who will be
unhappy, but not me, never.”

Koeman deserves credit for the rejuvenation of
players like Griezmann, Ousmane Dembele and
Frenkie de Jong, all of whom have improved signifi-
cantly in recent matches. Barcelona’s recovery has
a long way to run, with unresolved issues on and
off the pitch likely to resurface before the end of
the season. 

Yet Koeman will hope a corner has been turned
and at a good time, with the Champions League last
16 tie against Paris Saint-Germain to come next
month and a large chunk of the league calendar still
remaining. 

Barca’s first goal was fortunate, after Roberto
Soldado’s lashed clearance saw the ball sliced back-
wards to Griezmann, who touched and shot past Rui
Silva. Griezmann was the instigator for the second
too, the Frenchman driving forward to the edge of
the area before transferring inside to Messi. Messi
was given the yard he needed to shift onto his left

foot and curl home. 
Messi made it three from a similar position, just

on the edge of the box, this time with a free-kick,
which he harpooned into the corner. Griezmann
added a fourth by firing in a scooped pass from
Dembele on the turn. Messi went off with almost
half an hour left, his work already done, while
Granada’s Jesus Vallejo was sent off late on.
Granada was spared the awful conditions that swept
across much of the country, with the snowfall in
Madrid on Friday the heaviest since 1971. — AFP 

PAMPLONA: Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Sergio
Ramos reacts during the Spanish League football match
between Osasuna and Real Madrid at the El Sadar stadi-
um in Pamplona on Saturday. — AFP
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