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News in brief

Japanese envoy congratulates FM

KUWAIT: Japan’s Ambassador to Kuwait Masato Takaoka
congratulated Kuwait’s Foreign Minister for his recent
honoring by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “It gives me pleasure to con-
gratulate Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah on receiving the Order of Kuwait of the First Class
as an appreciation for his invaluable role to achieve the
Gulf reconciliation,” the ambassador said in a statement
released by the Japanese Embassy yesterday.

Embassy in Jakarta advises travel halt

KUALA LUMPUR: The Kuwaiti embassy in Jakarta yes-
terday called on citizens to consider delaying travel to
Indonesia at this time because the airport is closed to for-
eign arrivals. The embassy indicated in a statement that the
Indonesian authorities announced additional strict meas-
ures starting from today as a result of the increasing cases
of Coronavirus (COVID-19) during the past weeks in all
Indonesian cities including its capital, Jakarta. The
embassy called on citizens already in Indonesia who needs
assistance to contact the following numbers: +62 815 1515
1511, +62 812 81813758 and +62 815 1325 2597.

Embassy in Spain warns citizens

MADRID: Kuwait’s embassy in Madrid yesterday called
upon citizens in various Spanish cities to be careful during
the Philomena snowstorm that hit the country. In a state-
ment, the embassy called on citizens to adhere to the
guidelines by the Spanish authorities, as the storm disrupt-
ed public transportation and vehicles movement. The
Spanish authorities announced a state of maximum emer-
gency to be declared until Wednesday evening. The
embassy called on citizens to contact the diplomatic mis-
sion in case of emergency on the following numbers: (+3)
465-111-1116 and (+3) 491-386-9666.
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KUWAIT: The Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT) implements government public procure-
ment programs for the supply of goods and prod-
ucts, delivery of services and execution of con-
struction work on behalf of relevant government
entities. Osama Al-Duaij, Acting Secretary General
at  CAPT, spoke to Kuwait  Times about  the
agency’s work. 

“CAPT’s role in servicing relevant government
entities and bidders includes registration, classifi-
cation and qualification of general contractors,
suppliers, service providers and consultants,”
Duaij said. “Regulating public procurement proce-
dures, control of public procurement processes,
enforcing public tender rules and procedures of
bidding and awarding are also within its ambit,
along with control and audit of variation orders,
extensions and renewals of existing contracts,
managing complaints and taking proper action
through the CAPT board of directors and the com-
plaints committee.”

According to Duaij, governance, transparency
and providing equal opportunities are the main
principles upon which the Central Agency for
Public Tenders performs its work, provides its
services and carries out its duties. 

“The procedura l  work of  CAPT Genera l
Secretariat includes procedural review and audit of
prequalification and tender documents, procedural
review and audit of prequalification results and
awards reports, tendering and announcements,
awarding process, procedural review and audit of
variation orders and extension and renewal of
existing contracts’ requests and documents,” he
told Kuwait Times. Preparing the agenda of the
board of directors, organizing board of directors’
meetings, issuing meeting minutes and following up
the execution of the board of directors’ decisions
are also done by CAPT. 

“The technical  act ivit ies of CAPT General
Secretariat include registration of general contrac-
tors, service providers, consultants and suppliers,
classification of general contractors and consulting
service providers, technical review and audit of
prequalification and tender documents, technical
review and audit of pre-qualification results and
tender awards reports, review and technical audit
of the documents of variation orders and extension
and renewal of existing contracts,” Duaij explained. 

“CAPT General Secretariat’s supportive servic-
es include administrative and financial affairs, com-
plaints and legal studies, legal cases and investiga-
tions, development and training, statistics and
research, development and support of information
systems and operation and maintenance of infor-
mation systems,” he added. 

Foreign general contractors and consulting firms
have to follow the registration requirements and
procedures at CAPT. “Required documents include
an application for registration to be submitted
electronica l ly  inc luding the company name,
address, telephone number, fax number, official
email address and the authorized signatory’s name
and job title. The license of the company should be
certified by the Embassy of Kuwait in the country

of its headquarters, in accordance with the proce-
dures specifying the nature of services provided.
The authorized signatory should be approved in
accordance with the procedures established by
government agencies,” Duaij outlined. 

“All submitted documents should be approved
and certified by the Embassy of Kuwait in the
country of the company’s headquarters or certi-
fied by the justice ministry of Kuwait and min-
istry of foreign affairs of Kuwait after being
legally translated. All required documents should
be uploaded as colored copies in Arabic and
English in PDF format. All the submitted docu-
ments must be valid,” Duaij said, detailing the
registration procedure. 

“Non-compliant applications submitted with
incomplete documents wi l l  not  be reviewed.
After submitt ing al l  required documents, the
payment link for the registration fees will be sent
by email. The consulting service provider regis-
tration certificate will be sent by email after the
application has been approved by the board of
directors,” he added. 

Applicants should meet the following 
requirements to place a successful bid 

Pre-qualification documents includes: 
1.0 Instructions for applicants. 
2.0 Documents and forms: 
2.1 Applicant’s data 
2.2 Applicant’s activities 
2.3 Nature of goods, products, work and services 
2.4 Registration status at CAPT 
2.5 Classification status at CAPT 
3.0 Administrative, financial and technical data. 
4.0 Requirements: 
4.1 Previous work 
4.2 Experiences 
4.3 Equipment 
4.4 Financial capabilities 
5.0 Pre-qualification criteria: 
5.1 Primary criteria points. 
5.2 Secondary criteria points. 
5.3 Measurability. 
5.4 Passing rates. 
5.5 Passing rates justification. 

Tender documents and terms 
of reference includes

1.0 Criteria for bid evaluation: 
1.1 Objectivity. 
1.2 Inclusion of primary and secondary evalua-

tion points. 
1.3 Measurable and quantifiable evaluation criteria. 
1.4 Registration status at CAPT. 
1.5 Classification status at CAPT. 
2.0 Tender documents: 
2.1 Instructions for bides 
2.2 CAPT-issued standard contract 
2.3 General conditions 
2.4 Special conditions 
2.5 Technical specifications and terms of reference 
2.6 Work program 
2.7 Schedule 
2.8 Quantities 

2.9 Prices 
2.10 Templates 
2.11 Bases for evaluation and criteria 

Main Reasons for Rejection of bids
1.0 Bid formula: 
1.1 Bid formula not submitted. 
1.2 The amount mentioned in numbers differs

from what is mentioned in letters. 
1.3 Submitting a signed unsealed bid formula. 
1.4 Submitting a bid formula without stamp or

signature. 
1.5 Submitting a sealed bid formula without

signing or vice versa. 
1 .6  Making an amendment  to  the amount ,

whether in letters or numbers without signing. 
2.0 Bid bond: 
2.1 Submitting an un-certified check from the

bank. 
2.2 Submitting a modified bid bond without

attaching the original. 
2.3 Providing bid bond addressed to the entity. 
2.4 Submission of bid bond for a period of less

than 90 days. 
2.5 Submitting the bid bond amount less than

what is required in the offering announcement. 
3.0 Envelopes: 
3.1 Submitting marked envelopes 
3.2 Mentioning the company name on the sub-

mitted envelope. 

Bid evaluation includes
1.0 Verification: 
1.1 Arithmetic errors not exceeding 5% 
1.2 Arithmetic errors exceeding 5% 
1.3 Abnormally low prices. 
1.4 Exaggerated prices in plus or minus. 
2.0 Eligibility: 
2.1 Classification. 
2.2 Pre-qualification. 
2.3 Limited tenders. 
3.0 Bid Guarantee: 
3.1 Submitting of bid bond. 
3.2 Validity of bid bond.

CAPT plays key role in public procurement

KUWAIT: Acting Secretary General at CAPT Osama Al-Duaij.

By Ambassador-Designate of 
Vietnam to Kuwait Ngo Toan Thang 

Not long after the unification of the North and
South of Vietnam, on January 10, 1976, Vietnam
and Kuwait established diplomatic relations, cre-

ating an important milestone in the history of Vietnam’s
foreign relations in the world. As the first country in the
Gulf to establish diplomatic relations with Vietnam,
Kuwait has made a great contribution to the relationship
between Vietnam and the Gulf countries in particular and
with other countries in the Middle East in general.

Throughout the historical relationship between the
two countries, Vietnam and Kuwait has witnessed many
memorable milestones. Immediately after the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between the two countries,
in February 1976, special envoy of the Vietnamese
Government, Nguyen Co Thach, then  Deputy Foreign
Minister, paid an official visit to Kuwait, and he was well
received with hospitality and respect. In June 1993,
Vietnam’s Trade Representative Office in Kuwait was
established, which is the first commercial representative
office of Vietnam in the Gulf region. Ten years later, the
cooperation between the two countries was strength-
ened, Vietnam officially opened the embassy in Kuwait
(2003). And it should be noted that many exchange vis-
its of leaders at all levels between the two states has
been made so far testified the friendship relationship
between Vietnam and Kuwait.

Since then, the efforts of leaders and people of the
two countries have been demonstrated in many activi-
ties that have contributed to boost the relationship
between Vietnam and Kuwait. The outstanding
progress in the Vietnam - Kuwait relations is the
achievement in trading and economic sector, reflected
by the obvious figure of $3.6 billion in two-way trade
turnover achieved in 2019. Moreover, a number of
mechanisms of cooperation and agreements in other
fields such as sports, culture, arts, etc have been signed.

To achieve such great achievements, many factors
are needed and one of them is the trust - a natural but
sustainable substance that helps promote the develop-
ment of Vietnam - Kuwait relations and overcomes
every challenges facing the two countries.

Since the official visit to Kuwait by the Former
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Le Duc
Anh in May 1995, the two sides have  benefited from
each other’s strengths to create effective, sustainable
and effective cooperation that brings along many mutual
interests. Economic cooperation - a prominent highlight
in Vietnam - Kuwait relations over the years has been
continuously strengthened. Vietnam - a southeast Asian
country with an extremely abundant young labor work-
force has contributed to the production of many valu-
able products for export to Kuwait and the Gulf region
such as ceramic, electronic and agricultural products.
Meanwhile, Kuwait has taken advantage of its strengths
in the crude oil field to contribute to the construction of
Nghi Son oil refinery with a total investment of $9 billion
in Vietnam (tripartite project including Kuwait, Japan
and Vietnam). In recent years, although the world econ-

omy is slowing down, the
investment commitments and
trade exchanges between the
two sides are still being made
and increased, thus keep the
momentum of development
of both Vietnam and Kuwait.
This is thanks to the flexibili-
ty and long-term commit-
ment of investment funds
from Kuwait, including the
Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development
(KFAED) and the Kuwait
Investment Authority, to sup-
port Vietnam undertakes a
number of important infra-
structure projects as well as disaster recovery.

Economic and trade cooperation also brings
opportunities for cultural exchanges and mutual
understandings between the two countries in other
fields. In February 2016, on the 40th anniversary of
relations between the two countries, Kuwait official-
ly recognized Vietnam’s market economy, contribut-
ing to enhancing political trust between the two
sides. In the field of education and training, Vietnam
has launched Arabic language courses to provide
qualified staff in many fields, in accordance with the
requirements of not only Kuwait but also many
countries in the Middle East. Vietnam appreciates
the annual Arabic scholarships granted by the
Kuwaiti government.

With achievements of the past 45 years, we can
proudly affirm that the two countries Vietnam and
Kuwait have developed together and moved forward
with the belief of a good future so as to continually
promote the friendly relationship between the two
countries, thus helping the Vietnamese and Kuwaiti
people to understand each other better and the long-
standing traditional and friendly cooperation between
the two countries to be further enhanced.

In 2021, there will be many activities and events
taking place to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two countries. These activities are expected to help
Vietnam and Kuwait tourism sector recover after a
long period of serious impacts caused by the
COVID-19 epidemic. Then, new opportunities for
cooperation in other fields will blossom again,
ensuring the stable development of a good relation-
ship between Vietnam and Kuwait in particular and
between Vietnam and the Gulf countries in general.

The 45-year long journey of the relationship
between Vietnam and Kuwait originated from the
belief of a future of peace, friendship, cooperation
and development. That belief will also be a solid
base for Vietnam and Kuwait to move forward,
helping to build the bridge of friendship and soli-
darity between the Gulf countries and the Southeast
Asian countries in the interest of peace, stability
and prosperity around the world. 

45 years of relationship between Vietnam
and Kuwait: Let’s move forward together

Ambassador
Designate of Vietnam

Ngo Toan Thang


