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In my view

It is certainly not the America the world
knows; it was an unimaginable day. There
are two ways to interpret what has hap-

pened in DC. One is to see it as the failure of a
democratic system. But it’s more accurate to
see it as the extreme manifestation of a system
that allows people to have a voice. The incom-
ing administration needs to mend the divisions
in American society. But it is important to also
remember that in other political systems, the
protests would not have been allowed to have a
voice; the protestors would’ve been killed, jailed
or beaten down.

President Biden will need to rebuild a divid-
ed nation during a period of continued chaos,
death and suffering resulting from the persist-
ence of the novel coronavirus. However, history
has proven that America can overcome
tragedies, no matter how big they are, and pro-
vide a level of solutions and implementation
mechanisms that seek equality and justice for
all. It is a true democratic country in which the
decisions are made by the decision-makers who
are the American people themselves. Therefore,
what happened cannot be measured and ana-
lyzed by comparisons or contrasts with other
countries and different systems of government.

America’s rule and its democracy allows
actions sometimes severe, misguided or
appalling, but will always have a reaction that
upholds the rule of law no matter what. And
that’s why people trust the so-called American
system. Mistakes will happen, but along with
them corrective measures too.

The new Biden administration has nominated
a “Justice Team” experienced and well respect-
ed for the Justice Department management
headed by Supreme Court nominee Judge
Merrick Garland, who said “I would not have
accepted this nomination, if I had not been
assured that the department would return to its
original purpose of providing equal justice
under the law.” All criminals will be treated
equally under the law. 

Kuwait played ‘key mediator’ role
in GCC reconciliation: French envoy

French Defense Minister Florence Parly to visit Kuwait next week
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Ambassador of France to Kuwait Anne-
Claire Legendre lauded Kuwait for the critical role
it played as a key regional mediator in bringing
about reconciliation amongst GCC states. Speaking
to the local media at her residence in Jabriya yes-
terday, Legendre said Paris welcomes this result
very warmly. “We hope it will bring further positive
results for regional stability. Kuwait has been play-
ing a critical role in these negotiations and we
would not be where we are today without Kuwait’s
mediation role,” she said.

Asked whether Kuwait could play a bigger role
in other important regional issues, Legendre said
Kuwait, through its GCC reconciliation efforts, had
proven itself as a key regional mediator, upholding a
long tradition of Kuwait being able to speak to all
powers in the region and finding ways towards dia-
logue and reconciliation. 

Speaking to local reporters for the first time after
presenting her credentials to HH the Amir on Dec
22, 2020, Legendre expressed readiness to work
with Kuwait in all areas. “I am glad to meet the
members of the press for the first time. We are
looking forward to working side by side with the
authorities here in 2021. Our relationship with
Kuwait is a deeply-grounded historic partnership.
We not only enjoy a very strong political relation-
ship, but also in security, economy, culture and
beyond,” she said.

“2021 will be a very important year for all of us.
We start with renewed ambitions, especially for
French-Kuwait relations, because we are going to
celebrate two important celebrations and anniver-
saries. Thirty years ago, France was part of the lib-
eration of Kuwait, so we are celebrating this very

important commitment by France to Kuwait’s secu-
rity, a commitment that has continued. On January
16, 1991, President Francois Mitterrand announced
that France was ready to enter military operations
against Iraqi soldiers who had invaded Kuwait,”
Legendre said.

“Fourteen thousand French soldiers were
involved in the liberation (of Kuwait) 30 years ago
and 10 were killed, so this is something that will be
commemorated as well in France,” she added.
Ambassador Legendre indicated that she expected
more high-level visits to Kuwait this year, noting
that a strategic dialogue was upgraded in
November from the administrative to the ministerial
level, which shows “how much we want to deepen
our dialogue and political relations”. 

Health cooperation
Legendre said both countries were seeking more

cooperation within the health sector in light of the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic as well as part-
nership in a variety of fields including defense,
where France is very eager on protecting its inter-
ests, in addition to the interests and security of its
allies such as Kuwait. 

The ambassador said France and Kuwait have a
roadmap for health cooperation and acknowl-
edged there is room for improvement. “We signed
an agreement for training more health profession-
als; we have an agreement we signed in 2012 to
train more doctors, but we want to go further and
include leading medical educational institutions to
develop their training capacity in Kuwait, espe-
cially in the field of oncology and management of
hospitals,” Legendre said. “We share the same
DNA when it comes to multilateral actions on
health. We both agree that all must have access to

the COVID vaccine.”
On defense and security, Legendre said this area

is critical to Paris’ relationship with Kuwait. “That is
why French Defense Minister Florence Parly will
visit Kuwait next week to reiterate our commitment
to Kuwait’s defense and security and regional sta-
bility. This means we are ready to cooperate and
boost Kuwait’s capabilities in terms of defense and
security by training cadets. Many of them are
trained at the best military academy in France. We
want to enhance training programs not just for top
military officers, but also special forces, specifically
for fighter jet pilots and coastguard and border
patrols,” she said.

“We are also supporting the capabilities of
Kuwait in terms of military equipment. At the end of
2020, we delivered two military helicopters to the
Kuwait Air Force and National Guard and 28 more
are coming. This is the time for critical partnership,
even during the pandemic. In 2020, we also deliv-
ered 300 armored vehicles to the defense ministry
and National Guard. Our defense forces conduct
military exercises with the Kuwaiti armed forces
every two years,” Legendre mentioned.

Education and culture
On education and cultural cooperation,

Legendre said this area is also very important to
France, with cooperation in this field starting in
1966. “I am glad to say that Kuwait is the very first
country in the region that signed education and cul-
tural cooperation with France. We want to strength-
en our cooperation in education. We have many
agreements with educational institutions here. We
want to create more programs to benefit both
countries’ peoples. We partnered with Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research; we want to encour-

age more Kuwaiti students to study in educational
institutions in France, along with students who want
to learn French,” she said. 

In the business and economic sectors, Legendre
said Kuwait and France enjoy a mutually beneficial
economic relationship. “In 2019, bilateral trade
between the two nations amounted to €800 million,
with French exports totaling €526 million. Military
aircraft and commercial aircraft delivered to Kuwait
boosted the French side. Trade remains high even in
this time of pandemic and because of the strong
partnership between Airbus and Kuwait Airways. We
have a strong presence in cosmetics, textiles,
machinery, pharmaceutical and agricultural products.
We are glad Kuwait loves French brands,” she said.

KUWAIT: Ambassador of France to Kuwait Anne-
Claire Legendre speaks to the local media yesterday. 
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Work permit fees
for GCC citizens,
bedoons increased
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
issued its new fee list based on a decision by Minister
of Commerce and Industry and State Minister for
Economic Affairs Faisal Al-Medlej. The decision
effectively increases work permit fees for GCC citi-
zens and bedoons working in Kuwait, Al-Qabas
Arabic daily reported.

The fees for several services are as follows:
1. Issuing a signature authorization for an employ-

er’s file - KD 5.
2. Issuing a work permit for GCC citizens - KD 10

per year.
3. Renewal of a work permit for GCC citizens - KD

10 per year.
4. Issuing a work permit for illegal residents

(bedoons) - KD 10 per year.
5. Renewal of a work permit for illegal residents -

KD 10 per year.
6. Issuing an employee status certificate - KD 1
7. Issuing a career progress report of an employee

- KD 1.
Kuwaiti lawyers

Meanwhile, the same newspaper reported yester-
day that Municipality Minister Rana Al-Fares is seek-
ing to resume appointing Kuwaitis in the legal depart-
ment with the rank of (lawyer B), which had been sus-

pended for 15 years by a decision made by the Civil
Service Commission chief on Aug 13, 2005. Fares sent
a letter to Commerce and Industry Minister and State
Minister for Economic Affairs Faisal Al-Medlej saying
this move is in agreement with the government’s plan
to Kuwaitize public jobs, the importance of enabling
national cadres to occupy such jobs, and based on
article 26 of the Kuwait constitution that states:
“Public office is a national service entrusted to those
who hold it. Public officials, in the exercise of their
duties, shall aim at the public interest. Aliens may not
hold public offices except in the cases specified by
law.” Fares said experienced and competent citizens
are available to occupy legal jobs. 

Expat teachers
Separately, Al-Qabas quoted an educational report

which revealed that the education ministry is not in
need of 372 teachers who are stranded abroad after
their residency permits expired, and represent 54
percent of the total number of stranded such teachers
which stands at 693 teachers. The report that was
prepared by the public education sector based on
data received from education zones and administra-
tive affairs showed there are 321 teachers of both
genders needed by the ministry who cannot be let go
in 12 specialties, and their residency permits should
be renewed. The report included a list of the names
and specialties of teachers who cannot be let go,
including 234 male and 87 female teachers - 19 of
biology, 35 of physical education, 19 of music, 4 of
geology, 16 of art and craft, 91 of mathematics, 28 of
science, 17 of philosophy, 6 of physics, 24 of chem-
istry, 53 of English and 7 of French, in addition to
technical supervisors in music and English. 

Kuwait reports
414 new COVID
cases, one death
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health announced
yesterday logging 414 new coronavirus cases regis-
tered in the previous 24 hours, raising the caseload to
154,314. Ministry spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
reported a single new death, putting the death toll at
943. The ministry had earlier announced that 279
patients have recovered within the same period, rais-
ing total recoveries to 149,007. The number of
patients in intensive care units reached 46 as of yes-
terday, with the count of confirmed cases that contin-
ue to receive medical care standing at 4,364. The num-
ber of swab tests conducted over the same period was
at 7,781, with the tally of such examinations standing
at 1,327,427. —KUNA

Failure of an American
democratic system?

By Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri

Embassy calls to
halt travel to UK
unless necessary
KUWAIT: Kuwait Embassy in the United
Kingdom called on citizens Saturday wishing to
travel to Britain not to travel at the present time,
except for most urgent matters, due to the large
increase in COVID-19 infection rates, as well as
the comprehensive closure measures currently
applied in the UK. In a press release, the
embassy called on citizens who urgently will
travel to the UK “to undergo a PCR test and
obtain a certificate proving that they are not
infected with the virus, provided that it was
issued 72 hours before the date of departure to
Britain.” According to new procedures, the new
measures by British authorities will begin at the
start of next week, as well as filling out a form
to determine the whereabouts of the traveler
during their stay in Britain. The embassy also
urged Kuwaiti citizens who are currently in
Britain for treatment or other binding matters to
exercise extreme caution and not go out unless
it is important, and to adhere to the guidelines
of the British health authorities in order to pre-
serve their safety and contact the embassy in
case they need any help or inquiry on the emer-
gency phone number 02075903400. —KUNA


