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Curry sizzles as Warriors rally 
past Clippers, Jazz trip Bucks

Lakers survive Bulls; Grant powers Pistons past Suns

SAN FRANCISCO: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors shoots the ball during the game against the LA Clippers on January 8, 2021 at Chase Center in San Francisco, California. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES:  Stephen Curry scored 38 
points as the Golden State Warriors rallied from a 
22-point deficit to overpower the Los Angeles 
Clippers with a 115-105 victory on Friday in San 
Francisco. The Warriors used a 34-6 run over the 
third and fourth quarters to stun the Clippers and 
erase their big lead. 

“We are a young team trying to find our iden-
tity and understand how we are going to win 
games,” Curry said. “A win like this gives us con-
fidence that no matter how far out of it we are, 
we can turn it around.” 

Curry drained nine three pointers as the 
Warriors avenged a loss to the Clippers on 
Wednesday when Curry was held to a season low 
13 points. The Warriors made 20 threes in Friday’s 
contest. “It is perseverance and resilience on my 
part,” he said. “I credit my conditioning to be able 
to keep going and I use my basketball IQ to find 
those holes.” 

Curry posted his third 30-point performance 

in the last four games, making 13 of his 24 shots 
and nine of his 14 three-point attempts. He also 
had 11 assists. Wiggins finished with 16 points for 
the Warriors, who shot 20-for-41 on three-point-
ers and outscored the Clippers 60-42 from 
beyond the arc. Paul George had a team-high 25 
points and Kawhi Leonard 24 for the Clippers, 
who made 18 turnovers. 

The Clippers led by 14 points at the half, and 
85-63 late in the third quarter. Curry capped a 19 
point third quarter with a 29 foot basket in the 
final seconds to give the Warriors a 87-81 lead. 
Golden State extended that to 97-91 early in the 
fourth but the Clippers tied it 97-97 with just 
over seven minutes left  on the clock. Brad 
Wanamaker drained two threes and Andrew 
Wiggins made a clutch shot late to drown out any 
attempt by Los Angeles to rally late. 

E lsewhere , Donovan Mitche l l  scored 32 
points  as  the  Utah  Jazz  handed Giannis 
Antetokounmpo’s Bucks their first loss at home 

this season with a 131-118 victory in Milwaukee. 
Jordan Clarkson added 26, Bojan Bogdanovic 
chipped in 20 points, while Royce O’Neale 
added 18 points for the Jazz, who made a fran-
chise record 25 three pointers and snapped a 
two-game losing skid. Mike Conley finished 
with a double-double, delivering 17 points and 
10 assists. 

Antetokounmpo scored 35 points and Khris 
Middleton added 31 to lead Milwaukee but their 
offensive prowess wasn’t enough to prevent the 
Bucks from dropping their first game at home in 
the new season. Antetokounmpo scored 16 of his 
35 points in the first quarter. Once they got going 
there was no stopping the Jazz offence as they 
pulled away for good behind a 12-0 run to open 
the fourth quarter.  

 
Strong game for LeBron 

Also, LeBron James had 28 points, seven 
rebounds and seven assists, and the Los Angeles 

Lakers held on for a 117-115 victory over the vis-
iting Chicago Bulls. Montrezl Harrell tallied 17 
points and 14 rebounds for the Lakers, who 
played without injured Anthony Davis, who is out 
with sore groin. Dennis Schroder also scored 17, 
whi le Wesley Matthews had 14 points and 
Markieff Morris added 11. Zach LaVine had 38 
points and six assists for the Bulls.  

In Detroit, Jerami Grant had 31 points and 10 
rebounds as the Detroit Pistons stormed back 
from a 23-point first half deficit to beat the 
Phoenix Suns 110-105 in overtime in Detroit. 
Grant has been red-hot lately as his 31 points 
equaled a career high which he established on 
Wednesday against the Milwaukee Bucks. 

Delon Wright finished with 16 points, five 
rebounds and six assists and Blake Griffin also 
had 16 points for the Pistons who scored the first 
six points of overtime. Devin Booker led the Suns 
with 23 points and former Piston Langston 
Galloway had 17. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: The Cleveland Browns 
will be bidding to overcome COVID-19 
and the Pittsburgh Steelers today as they 
return to the NFL playoffs for the first 
time in nearly two decades. For so long a 
punchline, the Browns are back in the 
playoffs after a transformation in fortunes 
that saw them claim a wild card spot from 
the AFC North with an 11-5 regular-sea-
son record. 

It was the Browns first winning season 
since 2007, and came four years after the 
team posted just one victory in two sea-
sons in 2015-2016, a miserable run that 
included an 0-16 campaign four years 
ago. But the Browns’ stay in the post-sea-
son could be brief. The team’s prepara-
tions for today’s daunting trip to 
Pittsburgh have been engulfed by a 
COVID-19 outbreak that has wiped out 
practice since Tuesday. 

The team were finally given the all-
clear to return to training on Friday after-
noon, but will nevertheless be missing 
head coach Kevin Stefanski from the side-

lines at Heinz Field today. Stefanski is one 
of more than a dozen Browns players and 
coaches whose involvement this week has 
been affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Stefanski tested positive for COVID-19 on 
Tuesday and has been in isolation since. 
His position on the sideline will be taken 
by special teams coach Mike Priefer. 

 
COVID crisis 

“I’m going to try to be an extension of 
Kevin,” Priefer said. “I’m going to try to do 
exactly what Kevin would want in those 
situations.” Stefanski, meanwhile, had 
planned to address the team yesterday 
before handing off head coaching duties 
to Priefer. 

“Once it’s game time, coach Priefer will 
be serving that role,” Stefanski said. “I 
have a ton of faith in him. The guys know 
the message. They don’t need a Zoom call 
from me to tell them what to do.” Yet as of 
Friday, eight Browns players — including 
guard Joel Bitonio, tight end Harrison 
Bryant and wide receiver KhaDarel Hodge 

— remained on the COVID-19 reserve list 
with uncertainty over their availability. 

The Browns clinched their playoff berth 
last Sunday with a 24-22 defeat of the 
Steelers, who rested veteran quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger and several starters, 
having already locked up the divisional 
title. Roethlisberger, meanwhile, is prepar-
ing for today’s game knowing that it may 
well be his last. At 38, Roethlisberger is 
one of several veteran quarterbacks in this 
year’s playoffs nearing the end of their 
respective careers, a list that includes Tom 
Brady (43), Drew Brees (41) and Philip 
Rivers (39). 

 
‘The old guys’ 

“All the old guys. It’s cool. It’s fun to be 
a part of it with them. I’m hoping we’re not 
one and done so I can be the last one 
standing,” he said. “I think every player 
should approach this game like it could be 
their last playoff ever. I know I am.” 

Elsewhere today, the Baltimore Ravens 
look for revenge when they travel to the 
Tennessee Titans. Last season, the Ravens 
entered the playoffs as the top seeds in 
the AFC but were dumped out at the first 
hurdle in a 28-12 upset by the Titans. 

Ravens coach John Harbaugh, however, 

insists that his team will not use last year’s 
shocker as motivation. “We’re just focused 
on the game,” Harbaugh said. “Previous 
games have little bearing.” Those words 
were echoed by quarterback Lamar 
Jackson. “It’s not about them; it’s about 
us,” Jackson said. “It really doesn’t matter 
who we play.” 

Today’s other game sees the Chicago 
Bears travel to New Orleans to face the 
Saints in the NFC. Like the Steelers’ 

Roethlisberger, Saints quarterback Brees 
knows that he could be one defeat from 
retirement. 

Brees, who turns 42 next week, was 
reluctant to be drawn on his career beyond 
this season when talking to reporters. “All I 
know is this,” Brees said. “I didn’t come 
back to play this season for myself. I came 
back for my team. I came back for the city, 
I came back for the organization. That’s 
why I’m here.”  — AFP

Browns battling COVID-19, 
Steelers on playoff return

EAST RUTHERFORD: In this file photo taken on December 26, 2020 Head coach Kevin 
Stefanski of the Cleveland Browns looks on in the third quarter against the New York Jets 
at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey. — AFP


