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Photo of the Day

Czech snowboarder Eva Samkova seen in Passo dello Stelvio, Italy. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

SYDNEY: First innings heroes Marnus Labuschagne
and Steve Smith steered Australia to an commanding
197-run lead in the high-stakes third Test yesterday,
leaving an injury-hit India with a mountain to climb.
They came to the crease after Will Pucovski and David
Warner fell early, pushing them to 103 for two at
stumps and a strong position with the four-Test series
locked at 1-1.

Labuschagne, who scored 91 in the first innings,
was not out on 47 and Smith, who blitzed 131 in his
first knock, unbeaten on 29. Australia padded up again
after taking eight wickets on day three to dismiss India
for 244 in reply to the hosts’ 338. “I woke up today
hoping that by the close of play we still wouldn’t be
bowling and to have a lead of near 200, a great day,”
said Australian pace spearhead Pat Cummins, who

took 4-29. “I think we need (to bat) for at least a ses-
sion-and-a half, two sessions tomorrow and then have
a good crack at them.”

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara, who made a patient 50,
said early wickets would be crucial for his team today.
“We need to pick up a couple of early wickets tomor-
row morning and not allow them free runs in the first
session,” he said. India’s task was made harder by the

absence of key spinner Ravindra Jadeja, who was sent
for scans after a hit to the thumb while batting.
Wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant joined him in the clinic
after a nasty blow to the elbow.

It piled more misery on India, who were already
without injured bowlers Mohammed Shami, Umesh
Yadav and Ishant Sharma and batsman KL Rahul,
while skipper Virat Kohli is on paternity leave.

Despite this, Mohammed Siraj stepped up to remove
Pucovski for 10, caught by substitute keeper
Wriddhiman Saha. Ravi Ashwin then took the prized
scalp of David Warner for 13, his ninth career dis-
missal of the opener, trapping him lbw. But the disci-
plined Labuschagne and Smith steadied the ship,
building a threatening 68-run partnership that is
slowly taking the game away from India.

Crumble
India were all out just before tea after some scintil-

lating bowling and razor-sharp fielding, having
resumed at the Sydney Cricket Ground on 96 for two.
Cummins snared Pujara while Josh Hazlewood
removed a dangerous Pant after a breezy 36. The pair’s
downfall saw the team crumble, with Ashwin and
Jasprit Bumrah both run out, joining Hanuma Vihari
who suffered the same fate earlier in the day.

A cautious Pujara began the day on nine and cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane two after Hazlewood and
Cummins dismissed openers Rohit Sharma (26) and
Shubman Gill (50) on Friday. Rahane, who scored a
century in the last Test at Melbourne, had an escape
on 16, with a Nathan Lyon delivery ballooning to
Matthew Wade at short leg, who could only get his fin-
gertips on the ball. 

The skipper then whacked Lyon for six before his
new-found aggression cost him his wicket, chopping
a Cummins ball onto his stumps in the next over.
Pujara did what he does best, grinding out singles
while occasionally opening his bat, bringing up his
26th half-century.

But the celebrations were short-lived, with Pant out
two balls later, edging a Hazlewood delivery to Warner
at slip. And it got worse when Pujara was removed in
the next over, gloving a rising Cummins ball to wicket-
keeper Tim Paine.

“They bowled a good line and length and it wasn’t
easy... it’s not easy to score runs so you need to spend
a lot of time at the crease and wait for the loose ball to
come,” Pujara said. India slumped, with Ashwin slow
off the mark for a single and Cummins alert, making a
quick throw to Labuschagne standing at the stumps.

It followed Vihari being brilliantly run out before
lunch, attempting a run that wasn’t there, with
Hazlewood diving and throwing the ball in one move-
ment. Bumrah became the third run out of the day,
courtesy of a lightning-fast Labuschagne. — AFP 

Labuschagne, Smith steer
Australia to lead over India

SYDNEY: India’s Mohammed Siraj (right) reaches to stop a shot from Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne (bottom)
on the third day of the third cricket Test match between Australia and India at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG)
in Sydney yesterday. — AFP

KUWAIT: Tadhamon’s goalkeeper vies for the ball as Qadsiya scores in the two teams’ semifinal match in the
HH the Crown Prince Cup Tournament on Friday. 

Early wickets ‘crucial’ for injury-hit India today

Stars start to NHL
season in disarray
after eight virus cases
LOS ANGELES: Eight members of the Dallas Stars
organization have tested positive for COVID-19, the
National Hockey League said Friday, forcing post-
ponement of the team’s opening games in the 2021
season. A statement from the NHL said six players and
two staff members had returned positive tests for the
coronavirus, throwing Dallas’ preparations for the new
season into disarray.

The Stars had been due to play their first game of
the new season against the Florida Panthers next
Thursday. However, the NHL said Friday the Stars
were now not likely to play before January 19, with
additional fixtures against Florida and the reigning
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning also
expected to be postponed.

Dallas cancelled practice on Friday and the team’s
facilities have been shuttered. The NHL said the indi-
viduals concerned were now self-isolating and follow-
ing league protocols. “As a result of the positive tests,
and as an appropriate precaution, the team’s training
facilities have been closed, effective immediately, and
will remain closed for several days while further daily
testing and contact tracing is conducted,” the NHL
statement said.

“The league is in the process of reviewing and
revising the Stars’ regular season schedule with the
expectation that the team will not open its 2020-21
season earlier than Tuesday, January 19,” the NHL
added. The new NHL season was initially due to start
in October last year and finish in April before the play-
offs. However, disruption caused by the pandemic
forced league chiefs to cut the season to 56 games,
running from January to May. — AFP

Shooting club
kicks off new
tournament Jan 14
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club will organize
the Late Sheikh Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
Tournament on Jan 14-16, 2021, in which the club and
National Guard shooters will compete. Technical and
administrative departments are working on prepara-
tion for the tournament, as schedules for training are
already set.

Shooters wishing to participate can register from
now until Tuesday evening.
Officiating committees will
set up the draw and distrib-
ute the groups, while all will
be reminded that they must
comply with health proto-
cols as required.

President of Kuwait and
Arab Shooting Federations
Duaij Al-Otaibi said the
shooting community places
a special status on such
tournaments and places them on
the KSSC agenda every year to recall the achieve-
ments the late Sheikh Ali made for his country in all
government sectors he managed, as well as the
tremendous efforts he exerted when he was minister of
defense after Kuwait’s liberation from Iraqi occupa-
tion. He took the responsibility for rebuilding Kuwait’s
armed forces and interior ministry security forces
when he became interior minister.

Sheikh Ali also contributed to the development of
Kuwait shooting, as he headed the first Kuwait shoot-
ing delegation to the military world games (CISM).
Otaibi said this is an opportunity for the national teams
to be ready for the launch of HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Annual
International Grand Prix, which will be held from Feb
12-19, 2021.

Qadsiya, Kuwait set
for Crown Prince
Cup final showdown
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The HH the Crown Prince Cup Tournament
reached its decisive stage as two semifinal matches
were played on Friday, which resulted in two top-flight
teams reaching the Jan 12 final. The first semifinal
match was between top-ranked Qadsiya and hard-
fighting Tadhamon. Qadsiya prevailed by defeating
their opponents 2-0 and reaching the final. It did not
take long for Qadsiya to score their first goal - three
minutes into the match by Abdelaziz Wadi, which was
followed by Lawrence’s goal in the 27th minute. The
match then turned mediocre as Qadsiya attempted to
add to their score, but did not succeed. The second
half was not much different despite substitutions with
veteran players.

The second semifinal was between Kuwait and
Burqan to determine the other team in the final. Kuwait
won and will play with Qadsiya on Tuesday. The match
started with both teams attacking with determination
to score as early as possible, but Kuwait’s vast experi-
ence was highly obvious. Kuwait’s constant pressure
forced Burqan player Ahmad Allayan to commit a foul
that made him see red in the 23rd minute. This was fol-

Duaij Al-Otaibi

lowed by Kuwait scoring their first goal in the 30th
minute. Burqan tried hard to equalize, but their hopes
were dashed when Jumaa Saeed scored the second

goal for Kuwait in the 45th minute. Burqan came out
attacking in the second half but Kuwait’s defense made
sure their goal remained clean.

Tennis stars to 
quarantine in Adelaide,
not Melbourne
SYDNEY: Tennis’ top stars will quarantine in
Adelaide rather than Melbourne and play an exhibition
there ahead of the Australian Open, with the city also
hosting a WTA event after the years’ first Grand Slam,
organizers said yesterday. Some 1,270 players and
support staff are due to arrive in Melbourne on charter
flights late next week, where they will have to spend a
mandatory 14 days in quarantine. But with hotel rooms
in the city scarce, Australian Open chief Craig Tiley
said he had approached the South Australian govern-
ment about taking some of them.

Matters were further complicated when a hotel in
Melbourne that was due to accommodate players
pulled out on Tuesday, reportedly because of concerns
from residents. With little benefit to Adelaide from
putting its community at risk of coronavirus by hous-
ing players, an exhibition featuring the top names in
the game was suggested as an enticement.

“It would be a benefit if they played an exhibition
tournament just before they came to Melbourne, so
the premier (Steven Marshall) has agreed to host 50
people in a quarantine bubble and then have those
players play an exhibition,” Tiley told Tennis Channel.

An official statement announcing the January 29
exhibition said it would feature the world’s top three
men — Novak Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and Dominic
Thiem — and two of the top three women in Simona
Halep and Naomi Osaka. World number one Ashleigh
Barty was not included, but 23-time Grand Slam win-
ner Serena Williams was, with two more players to be
added to the field.“The conditions of the quarantine
will be the same (as Melbourne),” said Tiley, with play-
ers only allowed out of their rooms for five hours to
practise and train in a bio-secure bubble. “They’ll be in
a different hotel and a smaller cohort and travel direct
to Adelaide. We think this is a great opportunity to
actually launch before we go into the season.”—AFP


