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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on 
Friday received a congratulatory mes-
sage from UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres on signing the Al-Ula 
statement and the final communique of 
the 41st Summit of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council. The summit was hosted by 
Saudi Arabia’s Al-Ula City last Tuesday. 
In the letter, Guterres said that the 
achievement to which His Highness the 
Amir contributed boosts Kuwait’s key 
mediation role in the region. He recalled 
the great role and efforts made by the 
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah that aimed to achieve the 
Gulf reconciliation. 

The UN chief said that he looks for-
ward to continuing the close partnership 
with Kuwait to enhance international 
peace and security, wishing His Highness 
the Amir everlasting well-being. In reply, 
His Highness the Amir sent a letter to 
Guterres, thanking him for his good sen-
timents. His Highness the Amir voiced his 
great delight at making this historic 
accomplishment that will bolster the joint 
Arab-Gulf cooperation in order to meet 
the desired aspirations and hopes, and 
boost stability and security in the region. 
His Highness the Amir affirmed Kuwait’s 

firm stance to back the UN and its activ-
ities, wishing Guterres success in achiev-
ing the UN’s goals to maintain interna-
tional security and peace, and everlast-
ing good health. 

 
Mediation efforts 

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s Foreign Minister 

Abdulatif Al-Zayani praised His Highness 
the Amir’s mediation efforts, and coordi-
nation amongst Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
the UAE and Egypt to solve the Gulf cri-
sis. This came during a meeting Zayani 
held with editors-in-chief of local news-
papers on the outcomes of the summit, 
Bahrain News Agency (BNA) reported. 

The minister highlighted efforts made by 
Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
to unify the Gulf ranks and his keenness 
on working with the GCC leaders to 
open new chapter in Gulf relations and 
enhance pan-Gulf dialogue to meet peo-
ples’ aspirations and promote security, 
stability and prosperity of the GCC 
states and the whole region. Zayani said 
these sincere 
efforts made 
by the GCC 
states and 
Egypt is a key 
step for dia-
logue to unite 
against any 
foreign inter-
ferences or 
threats from 
entities seek-
ing to undermine security and stability of 
the GCC states. He expressed his opti-
mism about the next period of the GCC 
path. He reiterated Bahrain’s commitment 
to agreements that aims to bolster the 
joint Arab-Gulf action. 

 
Borders’ reopening 

In the meantime, Secretary General 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council Dr 

Nayef Al-Hajraf welcomed Friday’s 
reopening of airspace and all sea and 
land borders between the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar. This step, which 
materializes the recently held summit’s 
outcomes, reflects GCC states’ eager-
ness and sincere efforts to strengthen 
the GCC bonds and maintain its gains, 

Hajraf said in a 
press statement. 
He congratulat-
ed GCC leaders 
and people on 
the start of a 
new era of 
j o i n t - G C C 
action. Hajraf 
said that GCC 
people are 
upbeat about 
this move and 

are looking forward towards a strong, 
tightly-connected GCC to steer their 
countries towards more development, 
progress, security and stability. Earlier, 
the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation announced 
reopening all land, sea and air ports for 
inbound and outbound movement with 
Qatar. — KUNA 
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In the House, top Republican Kevin McCarthy 

said: “Impeaching the president with just 12 days 
left in his term will only divide our country more.” 

Trump, whose actions Wednesday capped his 
relentless efforts to overturn Biden’s Nov 3 election 
win, finally conceded defeat on Thursday and 
appealed for calm. “A new administration will be 
inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to 
ensuring a smooth, orderly and seamless transition 
of power,” Trump said in a short video. 

However, the evidently reluctant concession, in 
which Trump failed to congratulate Biden or directly 
admit defeat, was too little, too late to calm outrage 
over his role in the Capitol invasion. Five people 
died in the mayhem, including one woman who was 
shot dead and a US Capitol Police officer. Flags 
over the Capitol were lowered to half-staff Friday. 

Education Secretary Betsy DeVos became the 
second cabinet member to quit, after Transportation 
Secretary Elaine Chao, telling Trump in a letter that 
such “behavior was unconscionable for our coun-
try”. Multiple lower-level officials have also left. 
According to reports, the only reason the trickle 
hasn’t turned into a flood is the decision by senior 
figures to try to maintain stability during the transi-
tion to Biden. Trump, however, appears to have lost 
the grip he once exercised on both the Republican 
Party and his own staff as he rampaged through his 
turbulent four-year presidency. Speaking to CNN, 
retired Marine Corps general John Kelly, who 

served as Trump’s chief of staff for 18 months, said 
the cabinet should consider the 25th Amendment 
but believed the president had already been put 
into a box. “He can give all the orders he wants but 
no one is going to break the law,” Kelly said. 

After the ban, Trump took to the official 
@POTUS account to accuse Twitter of “trying to 
silence me”. “Twitter has gone further and further in 
banning free speech, and tonight, Twitter employees 
have coordinated with the Democrats and the 
Radical Left in removing my account from their 
platform, to silence me - and YOU, the 75,000,000 
great patriots who voted for me,” he said. The post 
was swiftly deleted by Twitter. 

Twitter also suspended Trump’s campaign 
account @TeamTrump. With the president muted, 
son Donald Trump Jr took to Twitter to call the 
platform’s move “absolute insanity”. While his father 
is banned, “the ayatollah, and numerous other dicta-
torial regimes can have Twitter accounts with no 
issue despite threatening genocide to entire coun-
tries and killing homosexuals etc,” Trump Jr 
steamed. Founder of communist China Chairman 
“Mao would be proud”, he said.  

In a blog post, Twitter explained that the suspen-
sion was based on factors such as evidence that 
plans for future armed protests were proliferating 
on and off the platform, “including a proposed sec-
ondary attack on the US Capitol and state capitol 
buildings on January 17, 2021”.  

Biden, who won seven million votes more than 
Trump, as well as a decisive majority in the vital 
state-by-state Electoral College, will be sworn in on 
the Capitol Steps under huge security. Between 
drastic COVID-19 crowd restrictions, the absence 
of Trump, and a new “unscalable” fence around the 
congressional complex, very little about the inaugu-
ration will be business as usual. — AFP 
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The day before the summit, Kuwaiti Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah had announced on state television that a deal 
had been agreed to “open the airspace and land and 
sea borders between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and the State of Qatar”. Only a trickle of cars 
arrived at the palm tree-lined, whitewashed border 
post to make the short crossing to the Saudi side 
after news broke that the frontier had reopened. 

A smaller number made the journey from Saudi 
Arabia to Qatar, where strict measures to fight the 
spread of the novel coronavirus have been 
imposed. “I’m very happy the border is open 
again,” said Qatari Jaber Al-Marri , as he 
approached a checkpoint in his Land Cruiser SUV, 
adding that he had relatives in the neighboring 
kingdom. “A lot of Qataris have relatives in Saudi 
Arabia,” he said. “The coming days will be better,” 
added the man, holding a negative coronavirus test 
result in his hand. 

Qatar has announced strict coronavirus control 
measures for those arriving from the Saudi side. 
Doha will require travellers to present a negative 

test result, undergo a fresh test at the frontier and 
quarantine in a government-approved hotel for one 
week. A helicopter belonging to the Qatari health 
service shuttled supplies between Doha and the 
border, an AFP correspondent reported. 

As it was the weekend, cargo haulage did not 
appear to have resumed. Qatari Hamad Al-Marri, 
who also drove a Land Cruiser, said he was excit-
ed to go hunting with falcons in Saudi Arabia, a 
popular Gulf pastime. “I will take a fortnight holi-
day there,” he said. “I will go hunting and visit my 
friends, whom we have not seen for more than 
three and a half years. I’ll be reunited with my fam-
ily and everybody is happy that we can go to 
Makkah and Madinah.” 

The two Saudi cities are focal points of Islam and 
Qataris had struggled to undertake the hajj and 
umrah pilgrimages during the diplomatic rift. Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia blamed each other for the hurdles. 
Several drivers gathered at a petrol station close to 
the Qatari exit point just hours after the Kuwaiti 
announcement of a detente between Qatar and its 
erstwhile rivals. 

“It is a great joy, I bought this new car, a Land 
Cruiser, in order to go and celebrate with my rela-
tives in Saudi Arabia, and I took the coronavirus 
test and waited here hoping they would allow us to 
cross at any moment,” said Zaid Muhammad Al-
Marri, 23, a Qatari whose mother is Saudi, ahead of 
the border reopening. — AFP 
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The World Health Organization has said the virus 

poses a risk for some people of serious ongoing 
effects - even among young, otherwise healthy peo-
ple who were not hospitalized. The new study 
included 1,733 COVID-19 patients discharged from 
Jinyintan Hospital in Wuhan between January and 
May last year. Patients, who had an average age of 
57, were visited between June and September and 
answered questions on their symptoms and health-
related quality of life.  

Researchers also conducted physical examina-
tions and lab tests. The study found that 76 percent 
of patients who participated in the follow-up (1,265 
of 1,655) said they still had symptoms. Fatigue or 
muscle weakness was reported by 63 percent, while 
26 percent had sleep problems. The study also 

looked at 94 patients whose blood antibody levels 
were recorded at the height of the infection as part 
of another trial.  

When these patients were retested after six 
month, their levels of neutralizing antibodies were 
52.5 percent lower. The authors said this raises con-
cerns about the possibility of COVID-19 re-infec-
tion, although they said larger samples would be 
needed to clarify how immunity to the virus 
changes over time.  

In a comment article also published in the 
Lancet, Monica Cortinovis, Norberto Perico, and 
Giuseppe Remuzzi, from Italy’s Istituto di Ricerche 
Farmacologiche Mario Negri IRCCS, said there was 
uncertainty over the long-term health consequences 
of the pandemic. “Unfortunately, there are few 
reports on the clinical picture of the aftermath of 
COVID-19,” they said, adding the latest study was 
therefore “relevant and timely”. They said longer 
term multidisciplinary research being conducted in 
the United States and Britain would help improve 
understanding and help develop therapies to “miti-
gate the long-term consequezces of COVID-19 on 
multiple organs and tissues”. — AFP 
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“I have four family members on the flight - my 

wife and my three children,” Yaman Zai said as he 
sobbed. “(My wife) sent me a picture of the baby 
today...How could my heart not be torn into pieces?” 

The plane took off yesterday afternoon and a 
search and rescue operation began with no official 
results available yesterday night. “We deployed our 
team, boats and sea riders to the location suspected 
to be where it went down after losing contact,” 
Bambang Suryo Aji, a senior official at the search-
and-rescue agency, told reporters after nightfall. 

Data from FlightRadar24 said the plane reached 
an altitude of nearly 11,000 feet (3,350 m) before 
dropping suddenly to 250 feet. It then lost contact 
with air traffic control. “Sriwijaya Air flight #SJ182 
lost more than 10,000 feet of altitude in less than 
one minute, about 4 minutes after departure from 
Jakarta,” the tracking agency said on its official 
Twitter account. 

Broadcaster Kompas TV quoted local fishermen 
as saying they had found debris near islands just off 
the coast of the capital Jakarta, but it could not be 
immediately confirmed as having belonged to the 
missing jet. Authorities and the airline gave no 
immediate indication as to why the plane suddenly 

went down. The budget airline, which has about 19 
Boeing jets that fly to destinations in Indonesia and 
Southeast Asia, said only that it was investigating 
the loss of contact. 

In October 2018, 189 people were killed when a 
Lion Air Boeing 737 MAX jet slammed into the 
Java Sea about 12 minutes after take-off from 
Jakarta on a routine one-hour flight. That crash - 
and a subsequent fatal flight in Ethiopia - saw 
Boeing hit with $2.5 billion in fines over claims it 
defrauded regulators overseeing the 737 MAX 
model, which was grounded worldwide following 
the two deadly crashes. 

The Boeing jet thought to have crashed yesterday 
is not a MAX model. “We are aware of media reports 
from Jakarta, and are closely monitoring the situation,” 
the US-based planemaker said in a statement. “We are 
working to gather more information.” Indonesia’s avia-
tion sector has long suffered from a reputation for 
poor safety, and its airlines were once banned from 
entering US and European airspace. In 2014, an 
AirAsia plane crashed with the loss of 162 lives.  

Domestic investigators’ final report on the 
AirAsia crash showed a chronically faulty compo-
nent in a rudder control system, poor maintenance 
and the pilots’ inadequate response were major fac-
tors in what was supposed to be a routine flight 
from the Indonesian city of Surabaya to Singapore. 
A year later, in 2015, more than 140 people, includ-
ing people on the ground, were killed when a mili-
tary plane crashed shortly after takeoff in Medan on 
Sumatra island. — AFP 

Indonesia jet  
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PARIS: 2020 has tied 2016 as the hottest year 
on record, the European Union’s climate moni-
toring service said Friday, keeping Earth on a 
global warming fast track that could devastate 
large swathes of humanity. The six years since 
2015 are the six warmest ever registered, as 
are 20 of the last 21, evidence of a persistent 
and deepening trend, the Copernicus Climate 
Change Service (C3S) reported. 

Last  year ’s  record high -  a  soar ing 1 .25 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels - 
was al l  the more alarming because it  came 
without the help of a periodic natural weather 
event known as an El Nino, which added up to 
two-tenths of a degree to the 2016 average, 
according NASA and Britain’s Met Office. “It is 
quite clear that in the absence of El Nino and 
La Nina impacts on year-to-year temperatures, 
2020 would be the warmest year on record,” 
Zeke Hausfather, director of climate and ener-
gy at the Breakthrough Institute in Oakland, 
California, told AFP. 

During an El Nino, which occurs every two 
to seven years, warm surface water in the trop-
ical Pacific Ocean can boost global tempera-
tures. La Ninas - such as one currently under-
way - have the opposite cooling effect. “2020 
stands out for its exceptional warmth,” said 
C3S director Carlo Buontempo. “This is yet 
another reminder of the urgency of ambitious 
emissions reductions to prevent adverse cli-
mate impacts in the future.” 

In 2015, the world’s nations vowed to cap 
global warming “well below” 2C, and 1.5C if 
possible. A subsequent report from the UN’s 
climate science advisory panel, the IPCC, left 
no doubt that 1.5C was the safer threshold. 
With just over 1C of warming so far, the world 
has seen a crescendo of deadly droughts, heat-
waves, flood-inducing rainfall, and superstorms 
made more destructive by rising seas. 2020 
witnessed a record number, for example, of 

hurricanes in the Atlantic - so many that the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
ran out of letters in the alphabet to name them. 

Some regions last year experienced warming 
well beyond the global average, according the 
Copernicus report, based largely on satellite 
data. Europe’s average surface temperature 
across 2020 was a searing 2.2C over the pre-
indus t r i a l  benchmark  -  and  near ly  ha l f  a 
degree above 2019, the previous record year. 
Warming in the Arctic region was even more 
spectacular, with northern Siberia and parts of 
the Arctic itself nearly 7C above mid-19th cen-
tury levels.  

Wildfires across Siberia lasting well into the 
au tumn re leased  a  record  quar te r  b i l l i on 
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, 
equivalent to the annual emissions of Spain, 
Egypt or Vietnam, and a third more than in 
2019, the previous record year. CO2 levels in 
Earth’s atmosphere peaked at 413 parts per 
million, nearly 50 percent more than in the ear-
ly  18th  century, before  foss i l  fue l  burn ing 
began to load the skies with heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases, C3S reported. 

These unprecedented levels were reached 
despite a seven percent drop in emissions due 
to pandemic lockdowns. “Since CO2 accumu-
lates in the atmosphere like water in a bathtub, 
if we turn down the tap by seven percent, the 
CO2 level just rises a bit more slowly,” Stefan 
Rahmstorf, head of Earth system analysis at the 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, 
told AFP. “We need to shut off the tap to get a 
stable climate again.” 

Global emissions were on a steady upward 
trend through 2019, and it  remains unclear 
whether humanity will return to “business as 
usual” or begin to ratchet down carbon pollu-
tion quickly enough to avoid catastrophic cli-
m a t e  i m p a c t s .  E ve n  i f  a l l  n a t i o n s  f u l f i l l 
pledges submitted in annex to the 2015 Paris 
Agreement , the  p lanet  would s t i l l  heat  up 
more than 3C by century’s end. “The world 
has been warming at a steady rate of around 
0 . 2 C  p e r  d e c a d e  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  d u e  t o 
human emissions of  CO2 and other green-
house gases,” noted Hausfather. “If we con-
tinue at our current rate we will pass 1.5C in 
the mid-2030s.” — AFP 
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