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MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola dedicated 
Manchester City’s 2-0 win over Manchester 
United to reach a fourth consecutive League 
Cup final on Wednesday to the family of Colin 
Bell, a day after the City great died aged 74. 
John Stones and Fernandinho were the unlikely 
goalscorers for Guardiola’s men, who will face 
Jose Mourinho’s Tottenham in the final at 
Wembley on April 25. Bell scored 152 goals in 
492 appearances for City during a 13-year 
career in which he won five major trophies. 
City players warmed up in number eight shirts 
in honor of Bell’s old number. 

A minute’s silence was held before kick-off 
with Bell’s former teammate Mike Summerbee 
reduced to tears as he watched on from the 
stands. “That’s for him and his family. This per-
son helps to build something for this club,” said 
Guardiola. “It is an incredible victory for us to 
beat United away and reach another final and, 
especially today, it is for him.” City now have 
the chance to equal Liverpool’s record 
between 1981 and 1984 of winning four succes-
sive League Cups. “I know the Carabao 
(League) Cup is not the Champions League 
but four times a row is incredible,” added 
Guardiola. “I’m so impressed with the quality 
of this team.” 

 
‘Not enough’ from United  

Mourinho was United boss the last time 
they lifted a trophy in 2017 and the Red Devils’ 
wait for silverware under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
goes on as they lost a fourth semi-final in the 

past two seasons. “It’s not psychological, 
sometimes you meet good teams in the semis,” 
said Solskjaer, whose side also lost to City at 
this stage of the competition last season. “We 
met the best team in England and for me we 
didn’t have enough today. “But we’re getting 
closer. This is a much better Manchester 
United compared to a year ago in those semis, 
that’s positive but not enough.” 

Both sides have hauled themselves back into 
contention for the Premier League title in 
recent weeks, but neither manager took the 
opportunity to rest key players as both made 
just two changes from the weekend. Any fears 
of a repeat of the goalless draw between the 
sides last month in the league were quickly dis-
pelled as both had goals ruled out inside the 
first five minutes. Stones breathed a sigh of 
relief when his own goal was chalked off for 
offside by Marcus Rashford in the build-up 
before Ilkay Gundogan was also denied by the 
offside flag. 

Zack Steffen was deputising for first-choice 
goalkeeper Ederson, who was one of City’s 
absentees due to a coronavirus outbreak, and 
the American produced an incredible save to 
deny Bruno Fernandes his 16th goal of the sea-
son with a curling effort that was destined for 
the top corner. City looked more like their old 
selves in a thrilling first-half performance to 
blow away Chelsea on Sunday and they were 
inches away from the opener thanks to a stun-
ning move that started deep inside their own 
half and ended with Kevin De Bruyne smashing 

against the post from the edge of the area. 
The deadlock was finally broken five min-

utes into the second half when Stones cush-
ioned in Foden’s free-kick with his thigh for his 
first goal in three years. The England interna-
tional’s poor form saw him fall down the peck-
ing order in recent seasons, but City have now 
kept nine clean sheets in the 11 games Stones 
has started this season as he has formed a for-
midable partnership with Ruben Dias. 

City’s issues this season have been at the 
other end and they again failed to make the 
most of their chances in the second half. Joao 
Cancelo’s piledriver flew just over before Dean 
Henderson made fine saves to deny Raheem 
Sterling and Riyad Mahrez. However, 
Henderson could only watch as Fernandinho 
volleyed into the bottom corner after United 
failed to clear a corner for his first goal in two 
years, seven minutes from time. — AFP 

Guardiola dedicates derby  
win to Man City legend Bell

City win battle of Manchester to reach League Cup final

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Brazilian midfielder Fernandinho (center) scores his team’s 
second goal during the English League Cup semi final first leg football match between 
Manchester United and Manchester City on January 6, 2021. — AFP 

MADRID: Ronald Koeman said Barcelona can 
still win La Liga after Lionel Messi scored 
twice on Wednesday in a 3-2 win over Athletic 
Bilbao. Messi’s double helped Barca reduce the 
gap behind La Liga’s leaders Atletico Madrid 
to seven points, even if Atletico will be hard to 
catch, given they also have two games in hand. 

Koeman admitted last week it would be 
“very difficult” to close the gap but was more 
optimistic after the victory at San Mames. 
“There is always a chance,” he said. “The sea-
son is very long and you can have ups and 
downs. It may be that one team that is doing 
very well will later find it difficult.”  Barca 
trailed to an early Inaki Williams strike but 
responded with a slick attacking performance 
that had Messi at the heart of it. It was his 
cross that led to Pedri’s equalizer and then the 
Argentinean could have had a hat-trick, only 
for VAR and the woodwork to intervene.  

But this was a vintage display from the 33-
year-old, perhaps his best of the season so far, 
at a time when his future at Barcelona remains 
up in the air. Only a late mistake took some of 
the shine off Messi’s night, a poor pass allow-
ing Iker Muniain to finish and make the result 
look closer than it was. Bilbao had scored in 
the third minute and the 90th, each time 
exposing Barcelona’s defensive frailties that 
remain unsolved.  Yet in between, Koeman’s 
team were able to dictate the match and 
demonstrate why going forward they are still a 
force to be reckoned with.  

“The team is growing, playing with more 
confidence,” said Koeman. “Sometimes we 
look close to our best.” Pedri was excellent 
again, his sumptuous backheel for Messi’s 
first goal another indication of the 18-year-
old’s talent and his understanding with his 
captain. — AFP 

Messi’s double gives Barca renewed 
hope in La Liga title chase

RIYADH: France’s Stephane Peterhansel 
remained atop the overall standings despite 
Qatari Nasser al-Attiyah claiming his third stage 
win of the Dakar Rally on Wednesday. Al-Attiyah 
completed the 337km special fourth stage, as the 
caravanserai travelled a total of 813km from 
Wadi Ad-Dawasir to Riyadh, in 2hr 35min 59sec, 
just 11sec ahead of Peterhansel, a 13-time cham-
pion nicknamed “Mr Dakar’. 

It left the Toyota-driving Qatari 4:58 off 
Peterhansel in the overall standings. “It wasn’t an 
easy stage. We lost a minute to an error, but we 
were hardly the only ones to make a mistake and 
we quickly got back on track,” said Al-Attiyah, 
an Olympic skeet bronze medallist at the 2012 
London Games. Peterhansel said the stage had 
been marked by “one relentless attack after 
another, and in the end we finished in the same 
time!” “Apart from a small navigation error near 
the finish, I don’t think I can attack much more,” 
said the Frenchman, whose previous Dakar vic-
tories came both in a car (seven) and on a 
motorbike (six). “To stay in contention, we need 

to go all out. So far, so good, as we aren’t making 
too many mistakes.” Defending champion Carlos 
Sainz went some way in making up for a costly 
navigation error on Tuesday by surging through 
the field to eventually finish fifth, a result that 
took him into third in the general classification, 
36:19 off his Mini teammate’s leading time. 

Spain’s Joan Barreda Bort, on a Honda, won 
the motorbike category, his second stage win of 
this Dakar. The Spaniard timed 2hr 46min 
50sec to finish the stage 5:57 ahead of 
Botswana’s Ross Branch (Yamaha), with 
Australian Daniel Sanders (KTM) taking third, 
at 6:09. “It was another good stage. I started 
very far back because of my result yesterday, 
but that’s the way it is in this Dakar, you’re 
either at the front or far back. We need to keep 
it up,” Barreda said. Barreda has been alternat-
ing victories with Toby Price since the first 
stage, but the Australian lost almost a quarter of 
an hour after opening the road for the stage 
and now sits 7:47 behind new overall leader 
Xavier de Soultrait. — AFP 

Peterhansel retains lead as  
Al-Attiyah claims 4th stage 


