
WASHINGTON: Major US corporations and 
businesses groups yesterday condemned the 
occupation of the US Capitol by rioters angry 
at President Donald Trump’s election defeat, 
with one organization raising the possibility of 
the president being removed from office. The 
statements came on a shocking day for the 
United States, which saw mobs overrun 
Congress after a rally by Trump, who had 
sought to thwart the process of lawmakers 
certifying election results. 

That was the final administrative step 
before Democratic President-elect Joe Biden 
enters the White House later this month, but 
the normally ceremonial affair spiraled into 
mayhem. 

“Today marks a sad and shameful chapter 
in our nation’s history,” Apple CEO Tim Cook 
said on Twitter late Wednesday.  “Those 
responsible for this insurrection should be 
held to account, and we must complete the 
transition to President-elect Biden’s adminis-
tration. It’s especially when they are chal-
lenged that our ideals matter most.” 

The Business Roundtable issued a state-
ment calling on “the president and all relevant 
officials to put an end to the chaos and to 
facilitte the peaceful transition of power.” The 
lobbying group, which represents over 200 
chief executives, blamed the events on 
“unlawful efforts to overturn the legitimate 
results of a democratic election. The country 
deserves better.”   

US Chamber of Commerce CEO Thomas 
J. Donohue said: “The attacks against our 
nation’s Capitol Building and our democracy 
must end now,” and Congress should “con-
clude their Constitutional responsibility” to 
certify the winner of the presidential vote. 
Jay Timmons, president and CEO of the 
National Association of Manufacturers went 
further, calling on Vice President Mike Pence 
to “seriously consider” invoking the US con-
stitution’s 25th amendment, which would 
allow him to temporarily become president 

after Trump is deemed incapacitated. The 
group has been viewed as supportive of 
Trump’s agenda of protecting American 
manufacturers, but Timmons said, “The out-
going president incited violence in an 
attempt to retain power, and any elected 
leader defending him is violating their oath to 
the Constitution and rejecting democracy in 
favor of anarchy.” 

 
‘Coup’ attempt  

Without referring to the assault on the 
Capitol, Trump’s Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said on Twitter, “Violence is always 

unacceptable. We must respect our constitu-
tion and democratic process.” 

The attack saw flag-waving Trump sup-
porters break down barricades outside the 
iconic white-domed building and swarm its 
halls, sending sessions of the House and 
Senate into an emergency recess. 

That interrupted the effort by some law-
makers from Trump’s Republican party to 
mount a quixotic attempt to delay certification 
of Biden’s win. In extraordinary images, armed 
security personnel were seen barricading the 
chamber with weapons drawn, while lawmak-
ers huddled inside wearing gas masks. Labor 

leader Richard Trumka, president of the pow-
erful AFL-CIO, called the unrest “one of the 
greatest assaults on our democracy since the 
Civil War” from 1861 to 1865. 

“Today’s attempted coup has been years in 
the making as Donald Trump consistently 
spews venom, conspiracies, hate and lies to 
his supporters,” he said in a statement. 

While avoiding Trump’s name, JPMorgan 
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon said “our elected 
leaders have a responsibility to call for an end 
to the violence, accept the results, and, as our 
democracy has for hundreds of years, support 
the peaceful transfer of power.” —AFP 
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WASHINGTON, DC: Congress staffers barricade themselves after Trump supporters stormed inside the US Capitol in Washington, DC on Wednesday. —AFP 
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