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The Cannes Film Festival, the world’s
biggest, may be pushed back to the
summer this year from its usual May

date because of the Covid crisis, organisers
said Wednesday.  The festival, scheduled for
May 11 to 22, “will certainly take place in
2021”, a spokeswoman told AFP, but could
be postponed to a time between the end of
June and the end of July. The festival was
cancelled last year, while rival European
events in Berlin and Venice went ahead
under strict health restrictions. Organisers
still need some time “to evaluate the situation
at the start of the year” before making a
decision, the Cannes spokeswoman said.
The Berlin Film Festival, which usually kicks
off in February, said last month it would run

this year’s edition in two stages, an online
offering for industry professionals in March
and a public event in June.

In 2019, Cannes’ coveted Palme d’Or
was awarded to South Korean film
“Parasite” by Bong Joon-ho, which went on
to win the first Best Picture Oscar for a non-
English film at the Hollywood Academy
Awards. The Cannes festival attracts some
45,000 people with official accreditations
every year, of whom around 4,500 are jour-
nalists. Its Film Market, held alongside the
main competition, is the industry’s biggest
marketplace for producers, distributors,
buyers and programmers. — AFP

Greek film festival
founder Dimitri
Eipides dies aged 82

Dimitri Eipides, founder of the Montreal
and Thessaloniki film festivals, died on
Wednesday at the age of 82, the

Greek culture ministry said.  Athens-born
Eipides, who studied theatre and cinema in
the United States and Britain, founded the
Montreal Film Festival in 1971 and headed it
for 14 years. He subsequently founded the
Thessaloniki Documentary Film Festival in
1999.  “Dimitri Eipides taught us how to
watch documentaries, how to discover film-
makers. Cinema was his life,” the TIFF wrote
in a statement. 

“He convinced viewers that documentary
is a love affair that surpasses its own art and
becomes part of our life. We will always
remember him in front of a screen, watching
a film, explaining passionately why it is ideal
for a festival, ideal for our soul. We express
our sincere condolences to his family,” the
statement said. Eipides was also a member
of the Toronto Film Festival from 1988 and
programming director of the Reykjavik film
festival between 2005 and 2010.—AFP

Neil Young is the latest high-profile
musician to cash in on his song rights,
selling a 50 percent stake in his music

to British investment company Hipgnosis.
The company said it acquired half of
Young’s global copyright and income inter-
ests of his catalog, which includes 1,180
songs. Hipgnosis did not disclose terms of
the deal. The writer of hits including “Heart of
Gold”, “Rockin’ in the Free World” and
“Cowgirl in the Sand,” Young has remained
famously guarded and outspoken against
the commercialization of music. Merck
Mercuriadis, founder of Hipgnosis Songs
Fund Limited, described himself as a lifelong
fan of Young’s and vowed the music would
be used tastefully. “We have a common
integrity, ethos and passion born out of a
belief in music and these important songs,”
he said in a statement. 

“There will never be a ‘Burger Of Gold’ but
we will work together to make sure everyone
gets to hear them on Neil’s terms.” Young’s
deal comes just a month after Bob Dylan sold
his entire back catalog to Universal Music
Publishing Group for a lofty sum reportedly in
the realm of $300 million to $500 million.
Hipgnosis also recently acquired the publish-
ing rights of Lindsey Buckingham of
Fleetwood Mac, Blondie co-founders Debbie
Harry and Chris Stein, and producer royalties
for prominent music executive Jimmy Iovine.
The prolific Canadian-born Young has
released dozens of solo albums as well as
records with bands including Crosby, Stills,
Nash & Young, Crazy Horse and Buffalo
Springfield. — AFP

Kim Kardashian West and Kanye West
reportedly spent around $1 million on
each other’s Christmas presents. The

couple’s relationship is rumored to be on the
rocks and they have been having counsel-
ing, but they still spent the festive season at
home with their kids North, seven, Saint, five,
Chicago, two, and 19-month-old Psalm and
went all out with gifts for one another.
According to TMZ, the 43-year-old rapper
gave his wife five of the new 2021 Maybach
SUVs, which start at just under $200,000
each. And it’s said Kim, 40, returned the
favor, with the reality star spending at least
$1 million total on a number of pieces by
James Turrell. Her husband is a big fan of
the artist, having been inspired by his visuals
for his Sunday Service projects, while he
also filmed ‘Jesus is King’ at Turrell’s Roden
Crater in Arizona. The report comes after it
was revealed the couple are “trying to work
through things” with their relationship after a
rocky few months.

A source said of their counseling ses-
sions: “Divorce has been discussed, but Kim
wants more than anything for their relation-
ship to work. There wasn’t anything specific
that happened that led them to this point ...
They are 100 percent aligned when it comes
to the kids.” However, another insider insists
the couple are just dealing with “regular rela-
tionship issues”. They added: “It’s just regu-
lar relationship issues. There is no one else
involved. Divorce talks have been on and off
with them since the spring.” Kim and Kanye
- who married in 2014 - have been through
tough times as of late as she supported him
with his mental health as well as his failed
presidential bid last year. However, family
has always been incredibly important to the
rapper and he previously said that part of his
goal in running for President of the United
States is to bring a “culture of family” to the
country as “family is the key to the world” for
him. — Bang Showbiz

Kim Kardashian West and Kanye West

Dimitri Eipides, founder of the Montreal and
Thessaloniki film festivals.

In this file photo Canadian rock musician, Neil
Young performs during the headline slot on the
Pyramid stage on the first “official” day of the
annual Glastonbury festival near Glastonbury,
on June 26, 2009. — AFP 


