
HONG KONG: Jailed dissident Joshua Wong
yesterday joined the ranks of Hong Kong democ-
racy figures arrested under a new security law as
the United States threatened fresh sanctions in re-
sponse to Beijing’s mounting crackdown in the fi-
nance hub. More than 1,000 police officers
detained 53 prominent figures-including a US cit-
izen-in dawn raids Wednesday on charges of
“subversion”, a new national security crime that
carries up to life in prison.

The sweep was the latest salvo in Beijing’s bat-
tle to stamp out dissent in the semi-autonomous
city after millions hit the streets in 2019 with huge
and sometimes violent democracy protests. A sen-
ior police source told AFP that Wong-who is cur-
rently behind bars-was arrested on a new charge
of subversion, the first time he has been detained
under the national security law. The 24-year-old
is one of the city’s most recognizable democracy
advocates and is currently serving a sentence for
his role in organizing democracy protests.

Wong’s Facebook account later posted a state-
ment saying he was being questioned on suspicion
of violating the security law. Local media reported
Tam Tak-chi, another activist currently in custody
on a sedition charge, was also arrested for subver-
sion yesterday morning.

International anger 
Western nations have accused Beijing of using

its crackdown to shred the freedoms that were
promised under the “One Country, Two Systems”
setup when the former British colony was returned
to China. “The United States will not stand idly by
while the people of Hong Kong suffer under Com-
munist oppression,” said US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, adding the outgoing Trump admin-
istration would consider new sanctions.

Washington has already sanctioned multiple
Chinese and Hong Kong officials, including city
leader Carrie Lam. Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying dismissed Pompeo’s
threat as the “final madness” of an outgoing ad-
ministration.

“This kind of move... will surely be punished by
history,” she told reporters.

But the US was not alone in its criticism.  British
foreign minister Dominic Raab called the deten-
tions “a grievous attack on Hong Kong’s rights and
freedoms” and said Beijing “deliberately misled the
world about the true purpose” of the security law.
Canada, France and the European Union also is-
sued statements condemning sliding freedoms in
Hong Kong and called for the release of those de-
tained. On Thursday the UN’s rights watchdog
said the arrests confirmed fears the security law
“is indeed being used to detain individuals for ex-
ercising legitimate rights to participate in political
and public life”.

The alleged offence of those arrested for sub-

version was to organize an unofficial primary last
summer to decide who would stand as candidates
for the city’s partially-elected legislature in the
hopes they might take a majority for the first time.
Many of those candidates were ultimately disqual-
ified from standing and authorities scrapped the

election because of the coronavirus. But Chinese
and Hong Kong officials have labeled the primary
as an attempt to “overthrow” and “paralyze” the
city’s government and therefore a threat to national
security. Analysts said it was a new watershed mo-
ment for the semi-autonomous city.  — AFP 
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Wong joins ranks of Hong Kong 
dissidents arrested for ‘subversion’

53 prominent figures including a US citizen arrested in dawn raids 

Pompeo threatens 
US sanctions over 
HK mass arrests
WASHINGTON, DC: US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo yesterday threatened sanctions
against individuals and organizations involved in
the arrest of dozens of Hong Kong democracy
figures, voicing anger that an American was
among those rounded up. Pompeo said the 53
people arrested Wednesday “should be released
immediately and unconditionally”.

“The United States will not stand idly by while
the people of Hong Kong suffer under Commu-
nist oppression,” Pompeo said in a late-night
statement after a day of political violence in
Washington. “The United States will consider
sanctions and other restrictions on any and all in-
dividuals and entities involved in executing this
assault on the Hong Kong people.”

Pompeo, who remains in office for two weeks,
said the United States would also “explore re-
strictions” against the financial hub’s trade rep-
resentative office in Washington. In an operation
involving 1,000 officers, Hong Kong police ar-
rested the activists for “subversion” in an esca-
lation of Beijing’s imposition of a tough security
law in the wake of huge and sometimes violent

democracy protests in 2019.
Pompeo, a vehement critic of Beijing, said he

was “appalled” by the arrest of John Clancey, a
lawyer working for a firm known to take up
human rights cases. “Let me be clear: The United
States will not tolerate the arbitrary detention or
harassment of US citizens,” he said.

Hua Chunying, spokeswoman for China’s for-
eign ministry, said Pompeo’s statement was “in
serious violation of the norms governing interna-
tional relations”, and urged the secretary of state
to “stop interfering in China’s internal affairs”.
“For a period of time, we have seen a minority of
anti-China politicians in the Trump administration
continue to stage their final madness, unscrupu-
lously using their remaining term to deliberately
undermine China-US relations and serve their
personal political interests,” she said. “This kind
of move goes against the trend of history and (...)
will surely be punished by history.”

Pompeo also announced that Kelly Craft, the
US ambassador to the UN, would soon travel to
Taiwan, calling the island “a reliable partner and
vibrant democracy that has flourished despite
CCP (Chinese Communist Party) efforts to un-
dermine its great success”.

“Taiwan shows what a free China could
achieve,” he added. The outgoing Trump adminis-
tration has sent a bevy of high-level diplomatic
delegations to Taiwan in the last year as it clashes
with China on trade, security and human rights. No
date was given for Craft’s upcoming visit. — AFP 

HONG KONG: In this file photo taken on November 24, 2019 pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong (center), who was disqualified
from running, queues up to cast his vote during district council elections in the South Horizons district in Hong Kong. — AFP

GENEVA: The United Nations voiced alarm
yesterday at the arrest of 53 prominent figures
in Hong Kong on charges of “subversion”, urg-
ing their immediate release. In an operation in-
volving 1,000 officers, Hong Kong police
arrested the activists for “subversion”, a new
national security crime that carries up to life
in prison. 

“We are deeply concerned about the ar-
rests on Wednesday of 53 political activists,
academics, former legislators, current district
councilors, and lawyers in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region, and we call for
their immediate release,” UN rights office
spokeswoman Liz Throssel said in a state-
ment. “Yesterday’s arrests were the latest in a
series of detentions related to the exercise of
fundamental freedoms, including the right to
peaceful assembly, in Hong Kong,” she said.

Wednesday’s arrests under a new security
law marked the latest salvo in Beijing’s battle
to stamp out dissent in the semi-autonomous
city after millions hit the streets in 2019 with
huge and sometimes violent democracy
protests. “These latest arrests indicate that - as

had been feared - the offence of subversion
under the National Security Law is indeed
being used to detain individuals for exercising
legitimate rights to participate in political and
public life,” Throssel said.

She pointed out that the UN rights office
and rights experts had repeatedly warned that
offences like subversion under the new law,
passed last June, were “vague and overly broad,
facilitating abusive or arbitrary implementa-
tion.” “We stress that exercise of the right to
take part in the conduct of public affairs, di-
rectly and through freely chosen representa-
tives, is a fundamental right” under international
law and Hong Kong’s Basic Law. The UN rights
office, she said, called on authorities to “refrain
from using the National Security Law to sup-
press the rights to freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly and association.” 

“We also urge the authorities to guarantee
the right to freedom of expression in the con-
text of ongoing investigations, including by
allowing journalists and news organizations
to fully and freely exercise their legitimate
functions.” — AFP

UN urges ‘immediate release’ of
detained Hong Kong dissidents


