
TANGON: Nearly 100 Rohingya smuggled from Myanmar’s con-
flict-scarred Rakhine state were arrested in a raid in Yangon, po-
lice announced yesterday, with authorities saying they had been
headed to Malaysia as part of a trafficking network. The plight of
the Rohingya captured international headlines in 2017 after a mil-
itary crackdown in western Rakhine state sent almost 750,000
fleeing across the border to Bangladesh.

Members of the stateless minority group have long faced dis-
crimination in Myanmar, where they are denied freedom of move-
ment and citizenship, and lack access to work, healthcare and
schools. With the remaining languishing in camps that rights
groups have described as “apartheid-like”, many choose to em-
bark on treacherous routes with human smugglers to reach
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

The latest smuggling operation was uncovered by Yangon po-
lice Wednesday, who raided two houses in Shwepyitha township
and discovered 99 Rohingya.  “They came from Maungdaw,
Buthidaung, Sittwe and Kyauktaw townships (in Rakhine state) to
travel to Malaysia to work,” Tin Maung Lwin, the township’s
deputy police superintendent, said yyesterday. Images published
by local media showed the Rohingya huddled barefoot and wear-
ing face masks, in front of a leafy multi-story house where they
had reportedly been hiding for months.

Seventy-three of the group were women, Tin Maung Lwin told
AFP, and they were accompanied by a number of children be-
tween the ages of five to 10. They are currently quarantined in a
local university where they have been tested for coronavirus, said
Kyaw Soe Aung from the Arakan City Cooperation Network, a
Rohingya aid group. 

“We heard they haven’t eaten for three days, so we sent them
food and clothes yesterday,” he told AFP.  Police said authorities

were first alerted to a “suspicious man” who wasn’t able to speak
Burmese fluently. They followed him to a house where they dis-
covered the others. No smugglers were reportedly arrested.

“We will continue investigating the people who brought them
here,” Tin Maung Lwin said, adding that he couldn’t say whether
the Rohingya would be sent back to Rakhine state. Myanmar-
which has long maintained the 2017 crackdown was necessary to
root out Rohingya militants-now faces charges of genocide at the

UN’s top court.  Faced with widespread discrimination and little
chance to build a viable livelihood, many of the Rohingya trapped
in squalid camps are willing to pay around $1,500 to traffickers-
life savings for some-in order to get out of Myanmar. 

“Camp leaders try to warn people about the traffickers, but
people are still trying to leave,” said one Rohingya man at Thet
Kal Pyin camp near Rakhine’s capital Sittwe, declining to be
named.  “It is their hope for a better life.” — AFP 
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Rohingya headed to Malaysia as part of a trafficking network

Rohingya refugees are seen next to eatery stalls at the housing complex of Bhashan Char island after they were relocated in Noakhali. — AFP

N Korea’s Kim poses 
in military uniform 
with gun in new portrait
SEOUL: North Korean state media have displayed an un-
precedented portrait of leader Kim Jong Un in military uni-
form-and an assault rifle on his desk-as the nuclear-armed
nation holds a key meeting of its ruling party. Kim always
dons civilian dress for public appearances and it is the first
time he has been shown in uniform since he inherited
power following his father’s death in December 2011. 

News of the display came as Kim pledged to strengthen
North Korea’s defenses, just weeks before Joe Biden’s in-
auguration as US president. The huge portrait shows Kim
in a gleaming white uniform with a marshal’s star hanging
around his neck and on his epaulettes. He is seated in front
of a book-lined wall, with a pair of binoculars on his desk
as well as the weapon.

The portrait appeared in state television’s Wednesday
coverage of the Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea,
hanging in a corridor of the April 25 House of Culture in
Pyongyang. 

More images of Kim-one of them on horseback-lined
the passageway, where delegates were shown studying
them closely. Kim has overseen a rapid increase in the
North’s missile and nuclear technology.

Reports citing satellite imagery said there are indica-
tions Pyongyang is planning a parade “with military ele-

ments” to mark the gathering. While this is the first formal
portrait of Kim in military uniform, similar military images
of Kim have emerged previously, including film footage
from before he became leader that showed a younger and
slimmer Kim wearing the insignia of a four-star general.

In another first, state-owned KCTV showed a mod-
ernist bust of Kim, describing it as a gift from Chinese
President Xi Jinping, commissioned from his country’s
“most famous sculptor”, according to the South’s News
1 agency. — AFP

This picture taken on  Wednesday and released from North Korea’s
official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) yesterday shows North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un speaking during the second day of the 8th
Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) in Pyongyang.  — AFP

Indian villagers carry 
corpse to bank to 
withdraw funeral money
PATNA: The corpse of an Indian farm laborer was carried to the bank
by his neighbors to demand money for his cremation, police said yester-
day. Mahesh Yadav, 55, died early Tuesday in a village in the eastern state
of Bihar after a lengthy illness, leaving no family. His body was found by
neighbors several hours later, officials said. The villagers searched his home
for valuables to pay for his funeral, but unable to find any, they instead
took his bank passbook that showed he had $1,600 in his account.

That afternoon, they took the passbook-and Yadav’s corpse-to his
bank, refusing to leave until the branch manager released his funds, local
police officer Amrendar Kumar said. “Villagers demanded the bank gave
them money from his account for the cremation or else they would not
cremate him,” Kumar said. “It put pressure on the bank, which finally re-
leased some money following the intervention of the local police station.”
Canara Bank’s branch manager Sanjeev Kumar said the extraordinary
scenes created panic.

“It was the first such case,” Kumar said. “After over an hour, I gave
them money ($135) and they finally left the bank with his body for the
cremation ground.” Neighbour Shakuntala Devi said Yadav did not own
any land and did not receive any support from the government. “There
was no-one to look after him although he had been ailing for months. We
used to provide him cooked food and other things,” she said. — AFP


