
SYDNEY: The storming of the US Congress left
America’s image as a beacon of democracy se-
verely tarnished yesterday, with allies unable to
hide their shock and authoritarian regimes glee-
fully exploiting the unrest. In normal times, a
state-backed gang rampaging through a legisla-
ture to demand a lost election be nullified would
have US diplomats marching to their laptops to
draft a statement of condemnation.  But after the
deadly violence in Washington on Wednesday, it
was the turn of officials in capitals from Bogota to
New Delhi to call for calm. 

In a string of statements, leaders could barely
contain their shock at seeing Donald Trump’s sup-
porters briefly-but quite easily-overrun the cru-
cible of US democracy and challenge the peaceful
transfer of power. “Where were the police and the
Senate bodyguards...?” Czech foreign minister
Tomas Petricek asked aloud, as the world
watched Trump supporters cart off podiums, ran-
sack offices or strut around Congress in a horned
helmet unmolested.

Through slavery and segregation, Civil War
and Cold War, US presidents have often hailed
their democracy as exceptional, what Ronald
Reagan called the “shining city on the hill.”  That
image has been questioned many times before,
but after four norm-shattering years of Trump, it
took just a few hours of mob rule to make Amer-
ica look pretty ordinary, and as fragile as any-

where else.
Former president George W. Bush went as far

as to compare the situation to a “banana repub-
lic,” while calling out fellow Republicans for fu-
elling the “insurrection.” Australia warned its
citizens in the United States to take care given the
“ongoing potential for violence.” 

Brave new world 
Some reached for historical comparisons to

put the momentous events-and the scale of the
threat to democracy-in context. Germany’s for-
eign minister likened incitement at the US Capitol
to the Reichstag in Nazi Germany, while Italian
newspaper La Repubblica drew a parallel to dic-
tator Benito Mussolini’s “March on Rome” and
seizure of power. 

But as the initial shock subsided, policymakers
began to try to imagine the profound implications
of the world’s preeminent superpower so visibly
stumbling.  Former president Barack Obama’s top
security aide Ben Rhodes told AFP that “Americans
should not have any illusions: today’s images, like
the Trump presidency, will permanently alter how
the United States is viewed around the world.”   

“Tragically, this debasement of democracy
comes at a time when authoritarian nationalism is
ascendant on every continent.” The moment was
not lost on such regimes, some of which immedi-
ately issued wry statements mimicking the criti-

cism they normally received from Washington.
Venezuelan minister of foreign affairs Jorge

Arreaza expressed his “concern” about the vio-
lence, while calling for an end to US political po-
larization and for the country to follow a new path
of “stability and social justice.”  China’s state-
backed tabloid the Global Times-just a day after
a mass crackdown on Hong Kong’s besieged

democracy movement-crowed that “bubbles of
‘democracy and freedom’ have burst.”

Mike Gallagher, a Republican Congressman
from Wisconsin lamented: “If we don’t think other
countries around the world are watching this hap-
pen right now, if we don’t think the Chinese com-
munist party is sitting back and laughing, then
we’re deluding ourselves.” — AFP
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Washington chaos leaves image 
of ‘exceptional’ America in tatters

Allies unable to hide shock, authoritarian regimes exploit unrest

WASHINGTON, DC: A group of pro-Trump protesters climb the walls of the Capitol Building after storming the
West lawn on Wednesday in Washington, DC. — AFP

Woman shot dead 
in US Capitol was 
Trump supporter
WASHINGTON: The woman who died Wednesday of a bullet
wound during the violent storming of the US Capitol was shot by
police, authorities said.  The only fatality tied to Wednesday’s un-
rest was the woman, reportedly a dedicated Donald Trump backer
and air force veteran who was among a throng of supporters of
the president that invaded the US legislature.

Washington police chief Robert Contee said three other peo-
ple, one woman and two men, had died Wednesday in the area
around the Capitol, but did not link those deaths to the violence.

Each of the three “appeared to have suffered medical emer-
gencies which resulted in their deaths,” Contee told reporters.
Contee said 52 people had been arrested Wednesday, 26 of them
on the grounds of the Capitol, for curfew violations, unlawful entry
and weapons charges. Fourteen police were injured, one seriously
after he was pulled into a crowd and assaulted, he added.

He also said two pipe bombs had been discovered near the
Capitol, one at democratic Party offices and the other at Repub-
lican Party offices. In addition, a vehicle was discovered parked
on Capitol grounds with a long gun and Molotov cocktails inside.

Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser announced an extension of
the city’s state of emergency for 15 days through the January 20
presidential inauguration of Joe Biden, amid fears Trump and his
supporters will continue to threaten violence over their unsup-
ported claims that Biden’s election win was fraudulent. “I know
that I speak for all of us when I say that we saw an unprecedented

attack on our American democracy incited by the United States
president, and he must be held accountable,” Bowser said. Trump
was blamed for the death of the woman, one of thousands of sup-
porters he urged to descend on the Capitol after a midday rally
at the White House in which he told them that he lost the Novem-
ber 3 election due to massive fraud.

They flocked to the Congress just as it opened a joint session
to certify Biden as the election winner. —AFP 

China goes online 
to mock ‘beautiful 
sight’ of US Capitol 
BEIJING: China’s internet erupted in mirth at America’s troubled
democracy after supporters of President Donald Trump broke into
the US Capitol, with Beijing criticizing the “sharp contrast” be-
tween Washington’s response to the chaos and the 2019 Hong
Kong anti-government protests.

Yesterday morning, state media tabloid Global Times tweeted
side-by-side photo comparisons of Hong Kong protesters occu-
pying the city’s Legislative Council Complex in July 2019 with
Wednesday’s Washington riots. The latter saw hardcore Trump fans
invade the US Capitol to protest the election defeat, taking selfies,
scuffling with security and ransacking parts of the building.

“@SpeakerPelosi once referred to the Hong Kong riots as ‘a
beautiful sight to behold’,” the Global Times said in the tweet, re-
ferring to Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s June 2019 com-
ment about Hong Kong’s mass pro-democracy demonstrations,
which at that time were mostly peaceful.

“It remains yet to be seen whether she will say the same about
the recent developments in Capitol Hill.” China’s Communist Youth
League also described the unrest as a “beautiful sight” on the Twit-
ter-like Weibo platform. Beijing’s foreign ministry echoed those
sentiments, saying “the reaction of some people in the US, includ-
ing that of some media outlets, is completely different.”  Speaking
at a press briefing yesterday, ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said that the “sharp contrast (in reactions) makes one ponder, and
deserves serious and profound reflection.” — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: A crowd control barrier is used as a stretcher by police
officers transporting a protester outside the US Capitol in Washington DC
on Wednesday. — AFP


