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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Wednesday re-
ceived a telephone call from Iraqi President
Barham Salih, congratulating him on signing the
Al-Ula statement and the final communique of
the GCC summit hosted by Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday. During the call, the Iraqi leader lauded
efforts made by His Highness the Amir to re-
unify the GCC ranks that were complementary
to endeavors of His Highness the late Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad that aimed at preserv-
ing the GCC and unity of Arab and Gulf nations.
The Iraqi chief wished His Highness the Amir
everlasting good health. His Highness the Amir,
meanwhile, thanked President Salih for his sin-
cere sentiments. His Highness the Amir affirmed
that this a historic achievement that will con-
tribute to bolstering the joint Arab and Gulf co-
operation, and meeting the desired aspirations
and hopes. His Highness the Amir wished Presi-
dent Salih permanent well-being.

In the meantime, the Qatari cabinet expressed
gratitude to the State of Kuwait for its efforts in
unifying the GCC ranks and lauded as well ef-
forts in this respect on part of the United States
of America. The government in a statement
voiced deep admiration for the fruitful efforts
that had been exerted by the late Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad and completed by his
successor, the current Amir, His Highness Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad. It lauded outcome of the 41st
GCC summit and the atmosphere of brotherhood
that prevailed at the top level gathering. 

His Highness the Amir also received a cable
from Bahraini Crown Prince and Prime Minister
Prince Salman bin Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa
who expressed gratitude to His Highness on the
great efforts he had exerted for unifying the
GCC ranks. The Bahraini Crown Prince noted in
the cable that His Highness the Amir’s efforts at
this level were complementary to the efforts by
his predecessor, the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad for maintaining the GCC bloc. These ef-
forts have been crowned with success with the
declaration at the end of the 41st GCC summit,
he wrote in the cable. Reciprocating, His High-
ness the Amir expressed appreciation for the
Bahraini Crown Prince warm sentiments and
congratulated him on this historic accomplish-
ment that would contribute to bolstering the
GCC countries’ solidarity.

Significant development 
Meanwhile, the United Kingdom has wel-

comed the outcome of the summit, particularly
the success of the Kuwaiti efforts to heal the
Gulf rift. “The GCC Summit announcement is a
significant development on the path to restoring
Gulf unity,” UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
said in a statement on Wednesday. “I pay testa-
ment to Kuwaiti mediation efforts, and urge the
parties to continue building on this positive di-
alogue.” Raab recalled that the UK has long en-
couraged all parties to find a resolution to this
dispute. “The GCC is our third largest export
market outside of the EU and we look forward

to continued collaboration with all our friends in
the Gulf to strengthen our shared security and
prosperity interests,” he concluded.

Furthermore, Spain’s Foreign Ministry highly
extolled Kuwait’s mediation efforts, along with
the US, that aimed at resolving the crisis in the
region and reaching a Gulf reconciliation. The
Al-Ula Summit in which Egypt took part is a key
step that will help get ties back to normal
amongst GCC States, mainly after Saudi Arabia
opened its borders with Qatar on the eve of the
summit, it added. The ministry expressed the
Spanish government’s confidence that restoring
cooperation will contribute to the regional sta-
bility and serving better the region’s citizens
through the ability to face common problems,
including combating the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19).

The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also
expressed its appreciation for the continued ef-
forts of the State of Kuwait and the United
States to achieve this reconciliation and the
constructive commitment of the parties to over-
come the dispute. The ministry  stressed that the
reconciliation of the internal dispute of the Gulf
Cooperation Council countries is a central pillar
for enhancing stability and security in the re-
gion. Moreover, the Romanian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs valued the Kuwaiti and US efforts
to resolve the Gulf crisis, expressing full support
to the unity of the GCC member states.

The European Union’s High Representative
Josep Borrell also praised the agreement on the

full normalization of relations among GCC
states. “The European Union welcomes these
significant developments as they will consider-
ably strengthen regional stability and restore
GCC unity and cooperation in full,” he said in a
statement. “We commend in this respect the me-
diation role played by Kuwait all along, as well
as by the US. The EU stands ready to support
further regional integration within the Gulf Co-
operation Council and to strengthen its long-
standing partnership with the GCC.” —KUNA

Iraqi President congratulates
Amir on GCC summit’s success

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait plays a vital role in humanitarian
assistance worldwide, said Ethiopian Ambassador to Kuwait Ab-
dulfattah Hassan in a statement. After a meeting with chairman
of Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, Am-
bassador Hassan said that Kuwait was a leading nation when it
came to supporting humanitarian causes on a national, regional,
and international level.  

In regards to his meeting with Dr Sayer, the diplomat indi-
cated that it focused on bolstering partnership between both
countries especially within the humanitarian domain. Meanwhile,
Dr Sayer welcomed the visit of the diplomat to the KRCS head-
quarters, indicating that the society was following up and evalu-
ating the humanitarian situation in Ethiopia. He indicated that he
brief Ambassador Hassan on KRCS activities in Kuwait and
abroad, showcasing the vital role played by the society in pro-
viding assistance to those in need. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Ethiopian Ambassador to Kuwait Abdulfattah Hassan meets with
chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer. —KUNA

Ethiopian Ambassador to Kuwait Abdulfattah Hassan poses for a group
photo with KRCS staff.
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National Guard Deputy
Chief hosts EU envoy

KUWAIT: Deputy Chief of the Kuwait National Guard Lt
Gen Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
ceived yesterday Ambassador of the European Union (EU)
to the State of Kuwait Cristian Tudor. The two sides dis-
cussed, during the meeting, means of enhancing mutual co-
operation, according to a Kuwait National Guard statement.
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf welcomed the esteemed guest, con-
veying greetings from His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, the National Guard’s Chief. He moreover affirmed
that the State of Kuwait and the EU are linked up with dis-
tinctive bonds. —KUNA

Cyprus commends Kuwait

BEIRUT: Cyprus yesterday lauded the State of Kuwait’s role
in cementing unity of the GCC member states. The ministry, in
a statement posted on its Twitter account, applauded the dec-
laration at end of the 41st GCC summit with respect of affirm-
ing the close bonds among the member countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council. The summit, hosted by Saudi Arabia ear-
lier this week, would pave the way for boosting regional secu-
rity and peace, the Cypriot Foreign Ministry said.  —KUNA

Ethiopian envoy meets KRCS chief

Korea hails Kuwait’s efforts
KUWAIT: South Korea welcomed the results of the GCC Summit,
held in Saudi Arabia this past Tuesday. “The Korean government
welcomes the Al-Ula Declaration announced at the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) Summit held in Al-Ula, Saudi Arabia, on January
5, which affirms Gulf, Arab and Islamic solidarity and stability, as well
as its decision to restore the free flow of goods and people,” reads
a statement released by the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. “The Korean government also highly commends the media-
tion efforts made by the Kuwaiti government to resolve disputes and
promote unity in the Gulf. The Korean government will continue to
cooperate with Gulf and Arab countries, including the GCC Member
States, and other countries concerned to promote peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East.”


