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Son, Sissoko fire Spurs into Cup final
Tottenham overpower Brentford 2-0 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s South Korean striker Son Heung-Min (right) scores his team’s second goal during the English League Cup semi final first leg football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Brentford on January 
5, 2021. — AFP  

LONDON: Jose Mourinho urged Tottenham to kick 
on after Son Heung-min fired them into the League 
Cup final with the decisive goal in a 2-0 win against 
Brentford on Tuesday. Moussa Sissoko put 
Mourinho’s team ahead in the semi-final at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. But Tottenham were still 
searching for the knockout blow against spirited sec-
ond tier Brentford until Son netted with 20 minutes 
remaining. Tottenham will face Manchester United or 
holders Manchester City, who meet in the second 
semi-final on Wednesday, at Wembley on April 25. 

It will be the club’s first domestic final since losing 
the 2015 League Cup showpiece against Chelsea, 
and their first final in any competition since the 2019 
Champions League defeat against Liverpool in 
Madrid. “The final is now in a pocket for three 
months, we have to wait for the final so we have to 
focus on what we have coming up,” Mourinho said. 
“We have the FA Cup, the Premier League, the 

Europa league, so let’s forget the final for now. But 
when April arrives we have to be ready and to fight 
for the trophy.” 

Mourinho, appointed in November 2019, is hoping 
to lead Tottenham to their first major trophy since the 
2008 League Cup. He has already won the competi-
tion four times, landing his first silverware in English 
football in 2005 with Chelsea, where he won it twice 
more before a further success at Manchester United 
in 2017. Mourinho is the third manager to reach a 
League Cup final with three different clubs, following 
Ron Atkinson and Ron Saunders. 

“This is a game that takes us to a final. Of course we 
are very, very happy with this,” Mourinho said. “We 
didn’t play brilliantly, sometimes wrong decisions, 
sometimes one more touch, not with that soft control 
that allows you to play fast but the game is always 
under control against a team that will probably be in the 
Premier League next year.” The Tottenham boss had 

labeled Brentford’s visit to north London as the biggest 
game of his reign, so it was no surprise he picked Son 
and Harry Kane in a team featuring five changes from 
Saturday’s Premier League win over Leeds. 

 
Crucial moment 

Brentford, fourth in the Championship, had 
already beaten four Premier League clubs in 
Southampton, Newcastle, Fulham and West 
Bromwich Albion to reach their first domestic cup 
semi-final. But Tottenham needed just 12 minutes to 
take the lead as Sergio Reguilon’s pin-point cross 
from the left evaded Brentford defender Ethan 
Pinnock and found Sissoko, who finished his burst 
into the six-yard box with a powerful header into the 
top corner. 

It was the French midfielder’s first goal since 
December 2019, ending a barren run that had 
stretched to 36 matches. Tottenham pressed hard for a 

second goal and Son’s long-range drive forced a good 
save from David Raya, who had to stretch to tip away 
Lucas Moura’s deflected header just before half-time. 
Son flashed a volley just wide from Sissoko’s cross, but 
Tottenham escaped in the 63rd minute when Ivan 
Toney’s equaliser was disallowed by VAR. 

When Pinnock’s header was clawed away by 
Hugo Lloris, Toney stabbed in the rebound from 
close-range, only for the Brentford striker’s celebra-
tions to be curtailed when his knee was seen to be in 
an offside position. That tight decision proved the 
crucial moment as Son struck in the 70th minute. 
Kane fed Tanguy Ndombele and the midfielder’s 
defense-splitting pass teed up Son, who fired high 
into the roof of the net for his 16th goal of the season. 
Brentford’s Josh Dasilva was sent off in the 84th 
minute for a studs-up foul on Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 
that left the furious Tottenham midfielder with blood 
running down his shin.—  AFP  

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James and Anthony Davis 
picked up the pace when the Los Angeles Lakers need-
ed them most, coming up big in the waning minutes of a 
94-92 NBA victory over the Grizzlies in Memphis on 
Tuesday. James and Davis scored 26 points apiece as 
the reigning NBA champions escaped with a victory 
that kept them unbeaten in four road games this season 
and improved their record to 6-2 overall. James, who 
added 11 rebounds and seven assists, scored 21 of his 
points in the second half to make sure Los Angeles 
came out on the right side of the ledger on a night 
when both teams struggled shooting. 

The Lakers trailed 79-77 with 5:18 remaining. Davis 
drained a three-pointer to put Los Angeles ahead, and 
he and James took over. A steal by Davis led to a James 
jumper, and a block by Davis kept the momentum 
rolling as they combined for 15 straight Lakers points. 
Each had a turnover in the closing span, but Kyle 
Kuzma’s layup, off a feed from James, pushed a three-
point lead to five with 3.5 seconds left and Devin 
Brooks’ three-pointer for the Grizzlies wasn’t enough. 
“We were able to close the game out, get some timely 

stops and some timely buckets,” James said. 
 

Irving leads Nets     
In Brooklyn, Kyrie Irving carried the load for the 

Nets in the absences of Kevin Durant, scoring 29 
points on 12-of-19 shooting in a 130-96 romp over the 
Utah Jazz. Irving made his first nine shots as the Nets 
raced to a 21-point lead at the end of the first quarter. 
His performance, which also included six rebounds, five 
assists and three steals, was just what the Nets needed 
with Spencer Dinwiddie sidelined by a knee ligament 
injury and Durant ruled out this week by coronavirus 
safety protocols after contact with someone who test-
ed positive. Nets head coach Steve Nash shook up his 
starting line-up, and center Jarrett Allen, making his 
first start of the season, outplayed Jazz big man Rudy 
Gobert as he amassed 19 points, 18 rebounds, three 
steals and two blocked shots. 

Caris LeVert, who added 24 points off the bench for 
the Nets, said Irving’s performance was no surprise to 
his teammates. “We kind of expect that from him,” he 
said. “That was a great start. He took the shots the 
defense gave him, and he was very efficient out there, 
great at leading as well, talking to us on the defensive 
end, talking us through plays, talking to us with the 
new group he was out there with ... it looked very 
seamless out there. I think Ky should get a lot of credit 
for that.” 

Mills paces Spurs   
The San Antonio Spurs snapped a four-game losing 

streak with a 116-113 victory over the Clippers in Los 
Angeles. Australian Patty Mills drained a career-high 
eight three-pointers as he led the Spurs with 27 points 
off the bench. Dejounte Murray scored 21 points, Rudy 
Gay had 16 and LaMarcus Aldridge chipped in 14 for 

the Spurs, who tied a franchise record with 20 three-
pointers. But it was a closer-run thing than the Spurs 
might have liked. Up by 15 points with 5:15 left to play, 
the Spurs saw their lead cut to two points with 13 sec-
onds left. — AFP 

James, Davis lift  
Lakers to victory;  
Nets silence Jazz

MEMPHIS: Brandon Clarke #15 of the Memphis Grizzlies shoots the ball during the game against the Los Angeles 
Lakers on January 5, 2021. — AFP 


