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Trippier told friends 
to ‘bet heavily’ on 
Atletico move: FA
LONDON: England defender Kieran Trippier
told a friend to “lump on” (bet heavily) his trans-
fer from Tottenham Hotspur to Atletico Madrid,
according to a written statement by the English
Football Association’s independent regulatory
commission published Tuesday. Trippier was
banned for 10 weeks and fined £70,000
($94,000) in December for breaching betting
rules, although his punishment has been sus-
pended pending an appeal. The former Spurs
star-who was one of England’s standout per-
formers in their run to the 2018 World Cup semi-
finals-denied the charges against him.

In the written reasons for its decision, the FA
said Trippier, 30, exchanged WhatsApp mes-
sages with friends about his impending move to
Spain in 2019. The commission rejected Trippier’s
assertion they were simply “banter”-a jokey
claim not to be taken seriously and he was found
guilty of four of the seven charges he faced.
Trippier allowed the FA to examine his mobile
phone and in July it was revealed that his friend,
Oliver Hawley, placed 10 separate bets, ranging
from £20 to £65, on the full-back joining
Atletico.

After placing one bet, Hawley sent Trippier a
message that said: “6/1 Athletico (sic) Madrid”,
to which Trippier responded with three laughing
emojis. And on July 12, Trippier texted Hawley:
“It’s happening”, shortly before Hawley placed
two further bets on the defender’s move to the
Spanish capital club. Two days later, another
friend, Matthew Brady, texted Trippier to ask:
“Shall I lump on you going there (Atletico)?”.
Trippier later replied: “Lump on if you want
mate.” More bets were place by Hawley and two
other friends before a transfer for a fee in the
region of £20 million was announced on July 17.

Trippier’s ban related to rule E8(1)(b), which
states: “Where a participant provides to any oth-
er person any information relating to football
which the participant has obtained by virtue of
his or her position within the game and which is
not publicly available at that time, the participant
shall be in breach of this rule where any of that
information is used by that other person for, or in
relation to, betting.” The commission said it took
into account witness statements on behalf of
Trippier from, among others, England manager
Gareth Southgate, captain Harry Kane, adding
that the player’s good disciplinary record, char-
acter and the remorse he demonstrated were also
factors in its decision. —AFP

LONDON: The Premier League confirmed on
Tuesday that 40 players and staff tested positive for
coronavirus in two rounds of testing over the past
week but insisted the season would continue as
planned. That figure is more than double the previ-
ous record of 18 positive cases and comes as
England enters a nationwide lockdown to halt soar-
ing infection rates. Three matches were postponed
last week due to outbreaks of COVID-19 at
Manchester City and Fulham. However, the British
government has given the go-ahead for elite sport to
continue despite the tighter restrictions.

Twice-weekly testing, used during the Project
Restart plan to complete last season, has resumed in
the Premier League after being scaled down to

once-a-week at the start of the season. In the first
round of testing last week, 28 positive cases were
detected from 1,311 tests, with a further 12 positives
from 984 tests in the second round of testing.
Despite the postponements, rising case numbers and
calls from some within the game for a circuit breaker
to buy time and bring infection rates down, the
Premier League said it remained confident the sea-
son could proceed as planned.

“With low numbers of positive tests across the
overwhelming majority of clubs, the league contin-
ues to have confidence in its Covid-19 protocols, ful-
ly backed by the government, to enable fixtures to
be played as scheduled,” the league said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. The packed fixture schedule, with

domestic leagues, cup and European competitions
having to be finished before the delayed Euro 2020
starting on June 11, leaves little room for manoeuvre
in the calendar. A number of embarrassing incidents
have come to light in which which prominent players
have flouted coronavirus restrictions.

Pictures of Tottenham trio Erik Lamela, Sergio
Reguilon and Giovani Lo Celso and West Ham’s
Manuel Lanzini attending a Christmas party with fam-
ily and friends emerged over the weekend, prompting
Spurs to promise internal disciplinary proceedings.
City have also launched an investigation after left-
back Benjamin Mendy admitted to breaching Covid
protocols by hosting a New Year’s Eve party.
Reguilon and Mendy were included on the bench for

Tottenham and City over the weekend, leading to calls
for stricter sanctions against players who put the
future of the season at risk by breaking the rules.

Despite City’s issues with the virus, which left
them without four first-team regulars for Sunday’s
3-1 victory at Chelsea, manager Pep Guardiola
called for more understanding for players. “It would
be better if, before we judge others, we judge our-
selves,” said Guardiola. “I’m not justifying that, he
broke the rules. But don’t give too many lessons to
others. “I don’t think footballers are more important
than doctors, architects or teachers for my kids. So,
they only have the same responsibility as everyone
else in the world. “Mendy knows he made a big mis-
take, but it finishes here.” —AFP

England enters a nationwide lockdown to halt soaring infection rates

Premier League records 40 
positive coronavirus cases

Ground breaker Alves’ 
Club WCup selection 
‘dream come true’
SAO PAULO: Edina Alves made history this week
when she was named as a referee at next month’s
Club World Cup, and she says her boundary-
breaking feat is the product of two decades of
preparation and hard work. Brazilian Alves, 40, is
set become the first woman to officiate a profes-
sional men’s football match organized by FIFA
when she takes charge of a game at the tourna-
ment, after spending half her life refereeing.
“Nothing fell from the sky for me,” she tells AFP in
an interview.  Alves called her selection Monday
for the tournament in Qatar, which runs between
February 1-11, “a dream come true.” “I worked
very hard, preparing myself for the day I would get
a chance like this,” she says.

Alves comes from the small rural town of
Goioere, in the southern state of Parana. She put
herself through night school for a degree in physical
education by working at a garden shop, shoveling
dirt into bags. As a young woman, she played five-
on-five futsal. But in a world where men and
machismo still dominate the game, she struggled to
find enough teammates to put together a full
women’s football team, and never got the chance to

play professionally. “I played on my town’s futsal
team, but there was no women’s professional foot-
ball in those parts,” she says.

Love at first whistle
She got her start refereeing in 1999, when she

was asked to fill in as an assistant referee at an
amateur match. It was love at first whistle. “I
couldn’t get enough of it,” she says with a grin. By
2000, she was officiating professionally. Sometimes
she served as a lineswoman, sometimes as the chief
referee-a job she took on full-time in 2014.

In 2019, she became the first woman to officiate
a Brazilian men’s first division match in 14 years. She
has since added another 12 Brasilerao matches to
her resume. The same year, she refereed four
matches at the Women’s World Cup in France,
including the semi-final between the United States
and England. “FIFA treats referees based purely on
their ability, not their gender. If you’re good, there’s
room for you,” she said. “We women are all prepar-
ing ourselves to rise to the challenge.” Besides
Alves, who was chosen as one of seven chief refer-
ees, FIFA also named fellow women Neuza Back of
Brazil and Mariana de Almeida of Argentina as two
of the 12 assistant referees for the Club World Cup.

Olympic dream
Women have refereed high-level football before,

but never a professional men’s match organized by
the sport’s top governing body. Esther Staubli of

Switzerland and Claudia Umpierrez of Uruguay
have both officiated at the FIFA Under-17 World
Cup. In 2017, Bibiana Steinhaus of Germany
became the first woman to officiate for a major
men’s league in Europe when she debuted in the
Bundesliga. And Stephanie Frappart of France last
month became the first woman to referee a men’s
UEFA Champions League match. Now Alves is set
to break that barrier for FIFA at the Club World
Cup, which will feature top teams including
European champions Bayern Munich. She does not
plan to stop there. Her next goal is to referee at this
year’s Tokyo Olympics. “Who wouldn’t want to go
to the Olympics?” she said. “I do. And I’m working
to get there.” —AFP

‘End of an era’ as 
Chinese football 
star power fades
SHANGHAI: In January 2017 Brazil international
Oscar moved from Chelsea to Shanghai SIPG for an
Asian-record 60 million euros, prompting a warning
from Arsene Wenger that Chinese clubs were dis-
torting the global transfer market. But four years
later it is a very different story after the Chinese
Football Association imposed a series of measures
to cool extravagant spending in the Chinese Super
League, markedly dimming its star power. 

Six months after Oscar’s arrival the CFA slapped
a 100 percent tax on incoming foreigners, with the
levy going to developing Chinese youth players.
Then last month the CFA said that overseas players
cannot earn more than three million euros a year.
Domestic players also saw their salaries capped.
“CSL club expenditure is about 10 times higher
than South Korea’s K League and three times high-
er than Japan’s J-league,” said CFA president Chen
Xuyuan. “But our national team is lagging far
behind. The bubbles not only affect the present of
Chinese football, but also its future.” All players
must now have new contracts, according to the
state news agency Xinhua, adding that teams can
sign “supplemental agreements” with players whose
existing deals were above the cap.

That means Oscar, the 29-year-old attacking mid-
fielder, will continue to earn more than 20 million
euros a year for the time being. But the message is
clear: the days of inflated transfer fees and salaries to
lure star players from Europe are over. Oscar’s fellow
Brazilian and SIPG team-mate Hulk, 34, a 55.8 million
euro purchase in 2016, left the club last month when
his contract expired. Italian forward Graziano Pelle
was another high-profile exit this week, even if like
Hulk his best days are behind him. Tuesday’s Soccer
News said their departures “heralded the end of the
super-luxury foreign players era”.

Reining it in
As well as Oscar, some of the big names who

arrived in recent years remain in the CSL, notably for-

mer Barcelona midfielder Paulinho and ex-Manchester
United star Marouane Fellaini. But the pool is shrinking
and the last major signing in the CSL was Marko
Arnautovic from West Ham United in July 2019 for 25
million euros, again to Shanghai SIPG. In a recent inter-
view with AFP, CFA secretary general Liu Yi denied
that the loss of foreign stars made the CSL a turn-off
and pointed out that China is still attracting top coach-
es, such as Champions League winner Rafa Benitez at
Dalian Pro. 

But Liu said that “the benchmark is not supposed
to be about spending, it’s about sustainability. “The
profile (of the CSL) has already been there because
of the big spending-Oscar, Hulk etc. “But now we
are looking at better governance, a more sustain-
able business model and better youth academy sys-
tem to develop youth players to make our national
team more competitive. “Some big players are still
playing here but has that helped the development of
the local players?”

‘Thrifty Super League’    
Gareth Bale came close to joining Jiangsu Suning

in 2019 before Real Madrid pulled the plug and
Wayne Rooney also once explored a move to China.
But ahead of the new season in the spring, and with
the coronavirus pandemic lingering ominously,
nobody is talking about players of that calibre mov-
ing to the CSL anymore.

Instead, teams are looking at loans, free transfers
or signings under the 45 million yuan (5.7 million
euros) threshold that would trigger the 100 percent
transfer tax. Writing in the Oriental Sports Daily,
columnist Ge Aiping said that the CSL “peaked” in
2015 and 2016 as the star names rolled in. “You did-
n’t know which way a game was going until the end,
Britain’s Sky Sports broadcast the league to the
world and the market value of the league was at a
record,” he wrote. Along with the CFA measures,
most CSL clubs can no longer afford to invest like
they did, he said. —AFP

SUZHOU: Photo shows Shanghai SIPG’s Oscar controlling the ball during the Chinese Super League foot-
ball match (CSL) between Shanghai SIPG and Jiangsu Suning in Suzhou in China’s eastern Jiangsu
province. —AFP

Brazilian referee Edina Alves Batista

Libertadores semi-finals:
Brazil’s Palmeiras thump
River Plate of Argentina 
AVELLANEDA: Brazil’s Palmeiras beat 10-man
River Plate of Argentina 3-0 Tuesday in the first leg
of their semi-final clash in the 2020 Copa
Libertadores. The teams battled it out an empty
stadium in Avellaneda, Buenos Aires, the match
preceded by a minute’s silence observed for victims
of the coronavirus pandemic. The team that
emerges victorious after the second leg in Sao
Paulo next week will play either Boca Juniors of
Argentina or Santos of Brazil in the January 30 final
of South America’s top club football tournament.

The final at Maracana stadium has been pushed
back from November 2020 due to the global

health crisis. The first goal of the match came in
the 26th minute on a long-range blast from
Palmeiras forward Rony. Minutes later Palmeiras
had a shot disallowed for offside and  River
missed a chance with a wild free kick in the dying
minutes of the first half.

Luiz Adriano scored for Palmeiras two minutes
into the second half, squeezing a goal between
goalkeeper Franco Armani’s legs. River went a
man down in the 60th minute when a frustrated
Jorge Carrascal received a red card for a kick at
Gabriel Menino. The ensuing free kick was headed
in by Matias Vina to make it 3-0 in the 62nd and
leave the Argentinian side a mountain to climb in
next week’s decisive match. River Plate has lifted
the Copa Libertadores four times since the tour-
nament started in 1960 - most recently in 2018 -
and Palmeiras once, in 1999. Argentinian teams
have won the most finals - 25 in total. —AFP

AVELLANEDA: Brazil’s Palmeiras Rony celebrates after
scoring against Argentina’s River Plate during their
Copa Libertadores semifinal football match at the
Libertadores de America stadium in Avellaneda on
January 5, 2021. —AFP

Man City great 
Bell dies at 74
LONDON: Former Manchester City and England
midfielder Colin Bell has died aged 74 following a
short illness, the club announced Tuesday. Bell scored
152 goals in 492 appearances for City during a 13-
year career with the club after joining from Bury.
“Colin passed away peacefully this (Tuesday) after-
noon after a short, non-Covid related illness, aged
74,” said a club statement. “He leaves behind wife
Marie, children Jon and Dawn and grandchildren,
Luke, Mark, Isla and Jack.” Bell was a member of the
City side that won the old First Division title in
1967/68 and the FA Cup in 1969.

He also helped City win two trophies in the 1969/70
season - the English League Cup and the European
Cup Winners’ Cup. In addition to his City honors, Bell
won 48 England caps and was in the squad for the 1970
World Cup in Mexico during a career cut short by a
knee injury. City said “few players have left such an
indelible mark” on the club as Bell, nicknamed “The
King of the Kippax” after one of the terraces at their
former Maine Road home. Such was the respect in
which Bell was held at the club that City fans voted to
name a stand at the Etihad Stadium after him in 2004.

City chairman Khaldoon Al Mubarak told the club’s
website: “Colin Bell will always be remembered as one
of Manchester City’s greatest players and the very sad
news today of his passing will affect everybody con-
nected to our club. “I am fortunate to be able to speak
regularly to his former manager and team-mates, and
it’s clear to me that Colin was a player held in the high-
est regard by all those who had the privilege of playing
alongside him or seeing him play. —AFP


