
CHRISTCHURCH: Towering paceman Kyle
Jamieson completed an 11-wicket match haul yes-
terday as New Zealand (NZ) thrashed Pakistan in
the second Test to become the world’s top-ranked
team. Jamieson was near unplayable in Pakistan’s
second innings, finishing with six for 48 after his five
for 69 in the first innings, to give New Zealand vic-
tory by an innings and 176 runs. The win inside four
days in Christchurch, which completed a 2-0 series
sweep, also confirmed New Zealand had overtaken
Australia to be the world’s number one Test side for
the first time.

“It’s hard to beat really,” said victorious captain
Kane Williamson, whose double century set up the
win. New Zealand batted Pakistan out of contention
with a first innings 659 for six, with Williamson’s
masterful 238 supported by Henry Nicholls (157)
and Daryl Mitchell (102 not out). But there was still
a chance Pakistan could force a draw until Jamieson
took the ball. “The most impressive thing is his atti-
tude, his ability to run in and hit the wicket hard for
long spells,” Williamson said.

In his sixth Test after making his debut against
India 10 months ago, Jamieson has taken 36 wickets
at a stunning 13.27 average and with four five-wick-
et hauls to his credit. But he said he’s far from being
the finished product. “I’m a long way off the crick-
eter that I want to be,” he said after his man-of-the
match performance. “I’m 12 months into my interna-
tional career and it’s a long process and hopefully
I’ve got another nine-10 years in this group and if
that happens I’ve got more to come.”

Pakistan captain Mohammed Rizwan was disap-
pointed with his side’s fielding and multiple dropped
catches. But he said their biggest problem was
Jamieson. “He’s the only difference between both
teams. The conditions were fair to bowlers but the
way he bowled he took too many wickets in the
series,” Rizwan said. “We need to improve in all
departments, especially in fielding. If you drop
catches you can’t win a Test match.”

Extra bounce 
Pakistan resumed the day at eight for one, need-

ing to bat for the better part of two days to salvage
a draw, but they were never in the hunt. Trent Boult
had nightwatchman Mohammad Abbas out for three
in the fifth over and after that the day was mainly
about Jamieson, who recorded his best match per-
formance. Although he is the junior member of a
pace attack headed by higher-ranked veterans Tim
Southee and Boult, the 26-year-old has rapidly
advanced to playing a senior role. After Abbas
departed, Abid Ali and Azhar Ali looked to be laying
the groundwork for a solid third-wicket stand and
moved the score to 46 when the 2.3 metre (6ft 8in)
Jamieson removed Abid for 26.

After using his height to create extra bounce and
force Abid on to the back foot, Jamieson whipped
up a fuller delivery and the batsman’s attempt to
switch to a drive was sliced to backward point
where substitute Will Young took a one-handed,
diving catch. In a potent middle session, Jamieson
had Haris Sohail and Azhar caught behind, and

bowled Rizwan as he moved through his repertoire.
Sohail did not get his feet moving as he poked at a
rising delivery on 15 and was caught behind.

Azhar attempted to take the fight back to
Jamieson, moving into a short delivery and pulling it
through mid-on for four as he advanced to 37. But
Azhar did not add another run as Jamieson respond-

ed with a ball that reared up towards the ribs and it
was gloved to the wicketkeeper. Rizwan was bowled
for 10 by a full inswinger that zipped between bat
and pad. Boult completed the four-wicket session
when he dismissed Fawad Alam for 16 and Pakistan
were 134 for seven at tea. Jamieson, Boult and
Williamson shared the final three wickets. — AFP 
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Paragliding extraordinaire Horacio Llorens trains in El Hierro, Canary Islands. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Jamieson’s first 11 humbles Pakistan as NZ hit number one

New Zealand thrash Pakistan to 
become world top-ranked team

Alabama’s Smith wins 
Heisman Trophy as top 
college football player
LOS ANGELES: University of Alabama star
DeVonta Smith won the Heisman Trophy on
Tuesday, the first wide receiver since 1991 to win
the award as the top player in US college football.
Smith claimed the award ahead of Clemson quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence. Smith’s Crimson Tide
teammate Mac Jones, also a quarterback, was third
in the voting. The last wide receiver to win the
Heisman was Michigan’s Desmond Howard. Smith is
the third Alabama player to win the Heisman, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Mark Ingram in 2009 and
Derrick Henry in 2015.

Ingram is now a running back with the NFL’s
Baltimore Ravens and the Tennessee Titans’ Henry
just completed a third NFL season with more than
1,000 rushing yards. Smith’s Heisman win comes as
Alabama prepare to play Ohio State University in
the national championship game on January 12.
Smith is no stranger to the collegiate title game.
Four years ago as a freshman he caught a national
title-winning overtime touchdown pass from Tua
Tagovailoa against the University of Georgia.

Going into the title game he leads the top division
of collegiate football with 105 receptions, 1,641 receiv-
ing and 20 receiving touchdowns. “To all the young
kids out there who aren’t the biggest, not the
strongest, just keep pushing,” Smith said in his accept-
ance speech at a virtual presentation ceremony. “I’m
not the biggest, I’ve been doubted a lot because of my
size and really, it just comes down to if you put your
mind to it, you can do it,” he said. — AFP 

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand players celebrate after winning day four of the second international cricket Test match
between New Zealand and Pakistan at Hagley Oval in Christchurch yesterday. —AFP 

India, Australia
switch opening
partnerships
SYDNEY: Australia and India will both take
new-look opening partnerships into the high-
stakes third Test in Sydney, with star players
David Warner and Rohit Sharma set to add
firepower after injury layoffs. The cricketing
heavyweights head into the clash on
Thursday with the series locked at 1-1, with
both desperate for a win ahead of the final
game in Brisbane next week. Barring last-
minute hiccups, Australia will welcome back
veteran Warner with Will Pucovski tipped to
make his debut alongside him after Joe Burns
was dumped.

There had been speculation that selectors
may stick with makeshift opener Matthew
Wade even if Pucovski was fully recovered
from the latest in a series of concussions. But
skipper Tim Paine hinted the 22-year-old
would play, which would see Wade drop back
to his favoured number five and Travis Head
likely axed. “Davey’s been awesome, he
brings really high intensity. It fills guys with
confidence around him, he’s a player that you
love having on your side,” said Paine of
Warner’s return from a groin injury. “He’s
always got plenty to say, really energetic,
very professional.”

“And Will’s been fantastic as well,” he
added. “He’s been out of the bubble for a
couple of weeks, but he’s excited, he’s fresh.
He looks ready to go if he’s called upon.” If
Pucovski plays, he can expect a bouncer bar-
rage as India look to unsettle a man who has
been concussed nine times already in his
career. But after a neurologist on Monday
gave him the all-clear from his latest head-
knock, Paine said he had no concerns. “Will’s
been hit in the head a few times, but he plays
the short ball really well. And as long as he’s

comfortable, then we’re comfortable and so
far he’s indicating that he’s good to go.”

India will also have a fresh feel with the
big-hitting Sharma back after missing the first
two Tests. He injured his hamstring during an
Indian Premier League game in October and
only joined the squad last week, but will open
alongside youngster Shubman Gill, who
keeps his spot after an impressive debut in
the second Test at Melbourne. Mayank
Agarwal, who has struggled for runs, misses
out. “We are all really excited to have him
(Sharma) back in the team, especially with his
experience at the highest level, which matters
a lot,” said stand-in skipper Ajinkya Rahane.

‘Melbourne is history’ 
Sharma’s return is big bonus for India

whose batting has been weakened by captain
Virat Kohli’s departure for paternity leave
after the opening Test in Adelaide. They also
have a new-look attack with Navdeep Saini
making his debut in place of Umesh Yadav,
who hurt his calf in Melbourne and is out of
the series. India were already without injured
regulars Mohammed Shami and Ishant
Sharma. But led by Rahane, they bounced
back from an eight-wicket defeat in Adelaide
to win by the same margin in Melbourne. “In
Melbourne we played some good cricket,
everyone contributed a lot,” said Rahane.

“But whatever happened in Melbourne is
history now. Australia is a very good team,
especially playing in Australia, they are a dan-
gerous team and we respect that.” Australia
pad up at the Sydney Cricket Ground for
what will be a home Test for many. Their
attack - Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Nathan Lyon - are all from
New South Wales, as are Warner and Steve
Smith. “All of our bowlers are obviously New
South Welshmen, they know the wicket very
well, they exploit the conditions very well and
they bowl really well as a group here, said
Paine. “It’s the same with our batting. Our two
best batsmen, this is their home ground, this is
where they do their best.”— AFP 

Kuwait Table
Tennis teams
receive award
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The trophies for Table
Tennis teams for the 2019-2020
league season as well as the Cup
and Singles championships were
awarded by the Table Tennis
Federation’s board of directors. The
competitions were held in October
and were later suspended because
of the coronavirus pandemic. The
federation honored Fahaheel, Sahel,
Shabab, Qadisiya and Khaitan Clubs
which hosted the cup and singles
championships.

The award ceremony was attend-
ed by Chairman of the Board Ali Al-
Dabbous, Treasurer Anwar Al-
Kandary, Assistant Secretary Nader
Behbehani, Board member Nayef Al-
Qahtani, Administrative Director
Ahmad Al-Qallaf, technical Director
Sabri Jamaan and representatives of
winning clubs. Al-Dabbous lauded
the major role of the clubs. “We are
all a one team, and each one of us
complements the other, and this is
good for Kuwait Sports,” he said.

Fahaheel Sports Club took the
first place in both the League and
Cup, while Tadhamon won second
and third place. Kuwait Club won
first place for under-18, while the
second place went for Fahaheel as
Qadisiya took third. In the U-15,
Qadisiya won first place; Khaitan

(second); Shabab (third). Kuwait
took first place in the U-12;
Yarmouk (second) and Sahel (third).
In the singles tournament, Ibrahim

Al-Hassan from Fahaheel took the
first position, Salem Al-Hassan (sec-
ond) and Jaber Al-Balhan from
Tadhamon (third).


