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Grammy awards
postponed until
March over
COVID-19

The Grammy music awards slated
for January 31 in Los Angeles
have been postponed until March

over COVID-19, which has been rapidly
spreading in California. The Recording
Academy released a statement saying it
rescheduled the show to March 14, a
week earlier than the date briefly listed
on its website. “The deteriorating COVID
situation in Los Angeles, with hospital
services being overwhelmed, ICUs hav-
ing reached capacity, and new guid-
ance from state and local governments
have all led us to conclude that post-
poning our show was the right thing to
do,” organizers said. “Nothing is more
important than the health and safety of
those in our music community and the
hundreds of people who work tirelessly
on producing the show.”

The ceremony’s delay comes less

than a month before it was set to take
place in the shadow of the pandemic,
which has dealt devastating blows to
the music industry. The organization
had said the show set for late January
would be mostly virtual, but had not
released specific plans. Beyonce, Dua
Lipa, Taylor Swift and rapper Roddy
Ricch are the top nominees at the nor-
mally star-studded gala. Comedian
Trevor Noah was set to host the 2021
show, and it wasn’t immediately clear if
that was still the plan.

The nominations were rolled out late
last year by stars across the globe
speaking via video chat. Other awards
shows, like the Emmys and the Latin
Grammys, have been forced to go par-
tially or fully virtual in light of pandemic
restrictions on large gatherings. The
Oscars meanwhile are due to take place
April 25, eight weeks later than previ-
ously scheduled. Los Angeles is now
among the centers of the coronavirus
pandemic, with hospitals reeling from
record cases and residents under a
stay-at-home order. The southern
California surge follows Thanksgiving
and the holiday season, with reports of
oxygen rationing and patients forced to
spend hours waiting in ambulances for
beds to open.— AFP

Police in Japan have detained a 43-
year-old Pokemon fan whose drive
to “catch ‘em all” saw him allegedly

forge ice cream sticks in a competition
to win cards featuring the game’s char-
acters. Local media said Takashi Ono is
suspected of engraving “You win a Gari-
Pokemon card” on at least 25 popsicle
sticks in November, hoping to cash in on
a competition run by the Garigarikun
brand.

The manufacturer contacted police
after growing suspicious that a single
person had sent them multiple sticks,
which were supposed to be rare finds,
Kyodo news agency said. There was no
immediate word on whether Ono had
managed to secure any of the Pokemon
cards, or whether the competition would
now be cancelled. The ice cream manu-
facturer has warned that “fake lucky
popsicle sticks” might now be circulat-
ing for sale online. — AFP

Newly hatched, dozens of baby tur-
tles flipped and flopped their way
down a beach towards the crash-

ing waves of the Indian Ocean, under the
watchful gaze of conservationists at an
Indonesian national park. Small enough
to fit into the palm of a hand, some ended
up on their backs, wriggling their tiny flip-
pers helplessly as they tried to get back
on track. But the conservationists did not
interfere, as they wanted the creatures to
“map” their surroundings and then return

to lay eggs decades later. “Sea turtles
mature at 25 years old, so if they’re
released today, we’ll probably meet them
again 25 years from now,” said Ardhini
Estu Wardana, a forest ranger at Meru
Betiri National Park on the eastern edge
of Java. Its beaches are nesting grounds
for several species of turtle. 

The night before, a giant female-over a
meter (3.3 feet) long-laid more than 160
eggs on the shore, sweeping mounds of
sand over them to protect them from

predators. Turtles, under threat from
poaching and habitat destruction, are
protected under Indonesian law. Their
eggs are considered a delicacy and they
are also slaughtered for their meat, skin
and shells. Six of the world’s seven turtle
species can be found in Indonesia, an
archipelago of more than 17,000 islands
and home to a dizzying array of exotic
wildlife. —  AFP

India will hold a mass nationwide online
“cow science” exam next month, in the
latest push by the Hindu nationalist

government to promote and protect the
sacred animal, officials said yesterday.
The hour-long test on February 25, open
to children and adults as well as foreign-
ers, comprises 100 multiple-choice
questions in Hindi, English and 12
regional languages. The aim is to assess
the public’s knowledge and “sensitize
and educate” them, according to the
RKA cow protection agency created by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s adminis-
tration.

“Certificates will be given to all.
Successful meritorious candidates will
be given prizes and certificates,” the
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying said. “The cow is full of sci-
ence and economics. People are not
aware of the true economic and scientific
value of the animal,” RKA chief
Vallabhbhai Kathiria said.
Accompanying study material released
by the RKA includes information on dif-
ferent breeds of cow as well as the theo-
ry that slaughtering animals causes
earthquakes. Many from India’s over-

whelming Hindu majority consider cows
sacred but under Modi’s rule the animal
has increasingly become a political and
sectarian flashpoint.

His government has made cows a top
priority and invested millions of dollars in
programs to protect the animal and
research the uses for bovine dung and
urine. Cow slaughter and eating beef
has become illegal in many parts of the
culturally diverse and officially secular
country, while sentences elsewhere have
increased. There have been a string of
attacks by vigilante Hindu groups on
Muslims and low-caste Hindus who have
traditionally eaten beef and disposed of
cow carcasses. On Tuesday, the south-
ern state of Karnataka amended its cow
protection law to give police increased
powers to search and arrest anyone
without a warrant suspected of cow
slaughter. The state government, con-
trolled by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), enhanced jail terms to seven
years and fines to one million rupees
($13,700) for offenders. — AFP 

Rapper and legendary producer Dr.
Dre posted that he was “doing
great” late Tuesday after being

hospitalized with a possible brain
aneurysm. “I’m doing great and getting
excellent care from my medical team,”
the music mogul posted on Instagram as
reports swirled over his condition. “I will
be out of the hospital and back home
soon. Shout out to all the great medical
professionals at Cedars. One Love!!”
Dre said, thanking his well-wishers. The
55-year-old rapper born Andre Young is
among hip hop’s most influential figures,
having risen to commercial fame with the
groundbreaking gangsta rap pioneers
N.W.A. before crafting the quintessen-
tially West Coast G-Funk sound.

The master behind the careers of
greats including Snoop Dogg and
Eminem became a self-proclaimed bil-

lionaire after co-founding Beats
Electronics, an audio products company
purchased by Apple in 2014. News of
Dre’s hospitalization triggered an out-
pouring of concern on social media
including from fellow rappers, with
N.W.A. co-founder Ice Cube, tweeting:
“Send your love and prayers to the
homie Dr. Dre.” “GET WELL DR DRE WE
NEED U CUZ,” wrote Snoop Dogg on
Instagram. His trip to the hospital comes
amid a mushrooming COVID-19 crisis in
the Los Angeles area as well as Dre’s
high-profile divorce proceedings with his
longtime partner Nicole Young. LL Cool
J, a rapper who came up in the same
era as Dre, tweeted that the music mag-
nate was “recovering nicely.”— AFP

Rapper Kanye West and his reality
TV star wife Kim Kardashian West
are living separately and undergo-

ing marriage counseling, NBC News
reported, citing a source close to the
family. For the past few months West,
43, has been living in Wyoming while
Kardashian West, 40, and their four chil-
dren stayed in California, the source
said Tuesday. The mega-celebrity cou-
ple, who married in a lavish ceremony in
Italy in May 2014, have been repeatedly
dogged by gossip-press speculation
that their marriage was on the rocks.
The couple were going through coun-
seling dealing with “regular relationship
issues” and no one else was involved,
the source said.

“Kanye loves his extended family.
They are super close. They have been

going to therapy. They are working on
their marriage,” the source told NBC
News. They had discussed divorce, but
Kardashian West had not fi led for
divorce. “They are working through it...
(and) trying to work through things,” the
source said. People magazine, Page Six
and other celebrity gossip outlets, how-
ever, said Kardashian West was prepar-
ing to file for divorce. West has opened
up about his struggles with bipolar dis-
order. In July last year the mercurial
entertainment mogul launched a bid for
the US presidency with a rambling
speech that saw him rant incoherently,
reveal he had wanted to abort his
daughter, and break down in tears. He
also posted a series of tweets, later
deleted, that accused his wife and
mother-in-law of trying to lock him up,

and suggested he was seeking a
divorce.

Kardashian West called on the media
and public to show “compassion and
empathy” following her husband’s errat-
ic behavior. Bipolar disorder is a mental
illness characterized by extreme mood
swings.  Patients experience both
mania, where they feel euphoric and
often act recklessly, and bouts of severe
depression that can leave them unable
to function and fixated on suicide.
“Those that understand mental illness or
even compulsive behavior know that the
family is powerless unless the member
is a minor,” Kardashian West said in her
lengthy Instagram post in July. “People
who are unaware or far removed from
this experience can be judgmental and
not understand that the individual them-

selves have to engage in the process of
getting help no matter how hard family
and friends try.”

Kardashian West has a huge follow-
ing on social media, but her husband
has been absent from her posts in
recent weeks. The couple have four
children: seven-year-old daughter
North, son Saint, five, daughter
Chicago, two, and 19-month old son
Psalm. It is the first marriage for West
and the third for Kardashian West, who
came to fame with the US reality TV
series “Keeping Up with the
Kardashians” which followed the lives of
her family in Los Angeles. — AFP

Kanye West and Kim Kardashian

These pictures shows baby sea turtles making their way out from the nests on a beach in Sukamade, Meru Betiri National Park in East
Java. —AFP photos

In this file photo Rapper/producer Dr. Dre
attends Ice Cube’s Walk of Fame ceremony in
Hollywood, California. — AFP 

France’s Albert
Roux, who shook 
up UK dining
scene, dies at 85

French chef Albert Roux, who with
his late brother Michel helped rev-
olutionize Britain’s dining scene

with “Le Gavroche” restaurant in
London, has died at 85, his family said
yesterday. Roux died Monday after
being unwell for a while, the family said
in a statement. His brother Michel
passed away in March last year at 78.
The brothers arrived in London in the
1960s and opened the signature restau-
rant in Mayfair in 1967, offering the
highest standard of French cuisine at a
time when British restaurant food had a
lowly reputation worldwide.  The restau-
rant, along with “The Waterside Inn”
they opened in Bray, west of London,
were both awarded Michelin stars in
1974 and again in 1977, as fine dining
slowly began to permeate British cul-
ture. “The Waterside Inn” in 1985
became the first restaurant outside
France to win three stars, and stil l
retains its rating, serving classic French
cuisine under the leadership of Michel’s
son Alain, who also runs “Le Gavroche”.

The brothers were also at the forefront
of the television cookery revolution in
Britain, hosting a show in the early 1980s.
They founded the Roux Brothers
Scholarship in 1984, which allows talent-

ed chefs to train at Michelin-starred
restaurants. The Scholarship Fund said:
“We are deeply saddened to have lost
our founder and patron Albert Roux. His
legacy will live on in the thousands of
chefs he inspired and trained.”
Renowned chefs including Gordon
Ramsay and Marco Pierre White worked
at “Le Gavroche”. On Instagram, Ramsay
called Albert Roux “a legend” and “the
man who installed Gastronomy in
Britain”. “Thank you Albert for everything
you gave me, God Bless you Chef.” Jay
Rayner, food critic for The Observer
newspaper, tweeted: “Albert Roux was
an extraordinary man, who left a massive
mark on the food story of his adopted
country.  “The roll call of chefs who went
through the kitchens of Le Gavroche
alone, is a significant slab of a part of
modern UK restaurant culture.”— AFP 

In this file photo Anglo-French French
chefs Albert Roux (right) and his brother
Michel Roux, watch competitors during the
finals of the ‘Roux Scholarship’ competi-
tion at the Mandarin Oriental hotel in cen-
tral London. — AFP 

In this file photo Grammy trophies sit in the press room during the 60th Annual Grammy
Awards in New York. — AFP 


