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News in brief

Palestinian envoy congratulates FM

KUWAIT: Palestine’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Rami Tahboub congratulated Kuwait ’s
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah on the Order of
Kuwait  of  the First  Class, which was
bestowed upon him by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
The honoring comes in appreciat ion of
Sheikh Dr Ahmad’s “development on the
brotherly relations between Kuwait and GCC
countries, as well as Arab countries towards
unifying the Arab stand,” Ambasasdor
Tahboub said. 

India Republic Day celebration

KUWAIT: Celebrations of the 72nd Republic
Day of  Ind ia  wi l l  be  conducted  by the
Embassy of India in Kuwait, with complete
adherence to COVID-19 related protocol and
guidelines. As there will be no physical gath-
ering for the event at the embassy premises,
Indian diaspora and friends of India in Kuwait
are invited to virtually join the celebrations of
Republic Day given the prevailing circum-
stances , a  press  re lease  i ssued  by the
embassy said. “Please join us online for the
72nd Republ ic  Day Ce lebrat ions  on  26
January 2021 from 9:00 am onwards through
live streaming; l inks for the event wil l  be
shared in due course on the embassy ‘s web-
site and social media handles,” the release
added.
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Although the number of COVID-19 infec-
tions has dropped and the situation is stable in
Kuwait, some businesses haven’t reopened since they
were forced to shut down in March 2020. These
include cinemas, nurseries, shisha cafes and exhibition
halls. Most owners of these businesses are facing
bankruptcy and even imprisonment, as many of them
didn’t qualify for government aid.

A group of shisha café owners protested in front
of the ministry of health in September, demanding to
find a solution for their situation. But they were only
told to remain patient till the situation improves.
According to those who had met Assistant
Undersecretary of Public Health Affairs at the Health
Ministry Dr Buthayna Al-Mudhaf, she said after
Kuwait receives the COVID-19 vaccine, the cafes
will be allowed to reopen.

Three months have passed since, and the closure
continues. Cafe owners are still suffering, while their
financial debts are increasing. Around 35 shisha café
owners again protested on Tuesday in front of the
National Assembly to demand solving their problem
by either allowing them to reopen or compensate their
losses caused by the closure. 

“I received a verdict from the court of first
instance to either pay KD 60,000 or risk being
imprisoned for not paying this amount. I know that
the bankruptcy law was recently issued, but my
lawyer said maybe it will be applied during the
appeal process. Even if I am saved from going to jail,
I will still have to pay the debt or part of it,” Eissa
Al-Khamees told Kuwait Times.

“I wonder how the judge can compel me to pay the
rent for the period when I am not operating. I am not
benefiting from the cafe. Even if the verdict relieves
me from paying the full rent for the past 10 months,
I’m stil l  not able to pay KD 20,000 or 30,000
because I have no income. The government was
encouraging young Kuwaitis to become entrepreneurs
and open businesses, and now they have abandoned

us without resolving our problems,” he added.
According to Khamees, there are around 6,000

shisha cafes in Kuwait, employing around 280,000
employees. “Around 16,000 Kuwaiti owners are run-
ning these cafes, whose families are surviving from
this business. We are not just losing profits - we have
to pay the rent, salaries of employees, for the renewal
of their residencies, renewal of the license of the café
and other expenses. The government is also losing
these fees,” he stated.

The café owners have agreed to apply any health
requirements set by the Ministry of Health (MoH) to
be allowed to reopen. “We accept to respect any rule
set by the ministry and we can apply the rules fol-
lowed in neighboring countries. We can have social

distancing, disposable hoses, disinfection of the
shisha and any other rule. But we can’t open to only
serve food and beverages, as customers come to us
to smoke shisha and not eat and drink. If MoH wants
to cancel our business activity forever, let them com-
pensate our losses and pay our loans, so we can end
this business definitely and start a new business to
have a source of living,” concluded Khamees.   

Health Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad told Kuwait Times that this issue has not been
discussed recently and there is no update on the
reopening of shisha cafes. “I didn’t hear the state-
ment by (undersecretary) Dr Al-Mudhaf, and MoH
hasn’t made any official statement on this matter
recently,” he said.

Kuwait shisha café owners demand
action to save their livelihoods

Owners pledge to follow health requirements when reopened

Kuwait reports
411 new COVID
cases, zero deaths
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health yesterday
announced recording 411 new cases of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the past 24 hours, rais-
ing total cases to 152,438. No new deaths were
recorded during the same period of time, thus the
mortalities’ toll remained at 938. The ministry had
earlier announced that 231 patients had recovered
during the same period, putting the total number of
recoveries at 148,015. Official spokesperson of the
ministry Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the number
of patients at intensive care units amounted to 56,
with the whole count of the cases of confirmed
infections with COVID-19 and continued to receive
medical care standing at 3,485 as of yesterday. The
number of swab tests conducted over the same
period stood at 10,558 with the overall count stand-

ing at 1.287,755. Dr Sanad renewed the call to
adhere to standing precautions against the highly
contagious disease.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Oil and Minister of
Electricity and Water Mohammad Al-Fares on
Tuesday extolled the joint cooperation and efforts
by OPEC+ to guarantee stability at oil markets
and achieve their balance through continuing the
same current output levels. In a statement issued
by the Ministry of Oil, Fares said the 13th ministe-
rial meeting of OPEC+ was held in an atmosphere
of optimism in wake of the announcement of coro-
navirus vaccine and the start of vaccination cam-

paigns in several countries. The minister said that
the vaccine would have positive and clear impacts
on oil demand in the second half of 2021, accord-
ing to OPEC studies and expectations. He also
lauded Saudi Arabia’s leading role in preserving
stability in oil markets.

Tuesday’s meeting resulting in a deal that will
enhance gains at market, he said, noting that the
countries attended the meeting agreed not to
increase output next February and March, and
maintain the same levels agreed upon for January
2021, with a s l ight increase of  Russian and
Kazakhstani outputs in February and March. This
agreement will boost stability and balance in oil
markets in the current phase, as the meeting will
be held monthly to determine the required output
levels in line with the recovery of the global oil
demand, he stated. He pointed out that Saudi
Arabia offered willingly a “generous initiative” to
reduce voluntarily production during February and
March that helped support the atmosphere of
optimism about the credibility of OPEC + on
focusing on improving market fundamentals and
encouraging withdrawals from oil reserves in order
to stabilize markets.

Kuwait has played an effective role in encour-
aging an atmosphere of optimism, understanding
and reaching a historic agreement, as well as back

efforts of  Saudi  Minister of  Energy Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman, he said. During the meeting,
Fares indicated that the new wave of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) increases concerns about
the slow pace of the recovery of oil demand, espe-
cially in Europe and Asia where refining in them
suffers from a slow demand.

Oil Ministers of OPEC+ had stressed commit-
ment to abiding by output quotas to achieve sta-
bility and balance at oil markets. This came dur-
ing the final statement issued following the 13th
OPEC and non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting held
via videoconference on Tuesday. The meeting,
which reconvened following an initial round of
discussions on January 4, reaffirmed the contin-
ued commitment of the participating countries in
the Declaration of Cooperation (DoC) to a stable
market  in  the mutual  interest  of  producing
nations; the efficient, economic and secure supply
to consumers; and a fair return on invested capi-
tal, it said. —KUNA

Kuwait commends OPEC+ efforts
on maintaining market’s stability

KUWAIT: Salmiya and Sea Rescue Fire Stations’ men put out a blaze that gutted a 34-foot-long
yacht at the Yacht Club’s marina in Salmiya yesterday. No injuries were reported. 

KUWAIT: Shisha café owners stage a protest in front of the National Assembly on Tuesday. 
—Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh


