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Amir receives letter from Crown 
Prince on success of GCC summit

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace 
yesterday His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His Highness the 
Crown Prince received Ghanem, His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, and Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad. Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal received Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, after Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad received the Order of Kuwait of the First 
Class, which was earlier bestowed upon him by His 
Highness the Amir. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received on 
Tuesday a letter from His Highness the Crown 

Prince, in which he extended congratulations on the 
success of the 41st GCC Summit, which was 
crowned by the signing of Al-Ula Declaration and 
the summit’s final commu-
nique. His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal said that the 
Kuwaiti people felt proud 
of His Highness the Amir’s 
keenness on bolstering the 
unity and solidarity 
amongst the GCC peoples. 
His Highness Crown Prince 
expressed wishes of good 
health to His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf, hoping that 
Kuwait would continue to 
prosper and flourish under his leadership. His 
Highness the Amir replied by thanking His Highness 
the Crown Prince for his good sentiment on this 

joyous occasion. His Highness the Amir hailed the 
constructive decisions which emerged from the 
summit, which he hoped would consolidate the 

blessed march of the GCC 
and to achieve more 
accomplishments and 
prosperity. His Highness 
the Amir received a simi-
lar letter from Speaker 
Ghanem, who praised  the 
relentless diplomatic 
efforts of Sheikh Nawaf 
and the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, as well as their 
keenness on bolstering 

the unity and solidarity amongst the GCC peoples. 
Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali 

Al-Sabah, Chief of the Kuwait National Guard 

(KNG), sent a letter to His Highness the Amir, 
expressing gratitude and congratulations on the 
signing of Al-Ula Declaration. His Highness Sheikh 
Salem Al-Ali lauded the efforts by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf and also late Amir His Highness 
Sheikh in mending the rift among GCC countries. He 
expressed full solidarity with His Highness the Amir 
and His Highness the Crown Prince on the quest to 
bolster the security and stability of the State of 
Kuwait to achieve the dreams of the Kuwaiti people. 
KNG’s Deputy Chief Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah sent a similar letter to His 
Highness the Amir. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also 
received similar letters from His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, 
His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad and His 
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. — KUNA

Sheikh Nawaf receives senior state officials at Bayan Palace

Crown Prince 
meets Foreign 

Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
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 and Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah. 

Muwaizri warned that if the next government contin-
ues on the old course, lawmakers will continue their 
non-cooperation. 

Yesterday’s developments came after a chaotic 
Assembly session on Tuesday which was cut short 
following heated debates as opposition MPs pressed 
to form an investigation committee to probe events 
that took place at the Assembly’s opening session on 
Dec 15.

Govt shuns Assembly 
session amid...
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Trump urged his deputy Mike Pence not to certify 

Biden’s election victory at the Congress session, repeat-
ing unfounded allegations of vote fraud. “If Mike Pence 
does the right thing, we win the election,” Trump told his 
supporters outside the White House. “He has the 
absolute right to do it. “Mike Pence is going to have to 
come through for us, and if he doesn’t, that will be a sad 
day for our country.”  

Trump rebuked “weak” Republicans planning to go 
along with the certification, accusing them of having 
“turned a blind eye” and threatening them with primary 
challenges in future elections. “They stole our election,” 
said Katherine Caldwell, a 61-year-old woman from 
Oregon wearing a white cowboy hat that read “Trump Is 
My President”.  

Certification of the Electoral College vote at a cere-
mony presided over by the vice president is usually just 
a formality. But more than 100 Republican members of 
the House of Representatives and at least a dozen 
Republican Senators said they plan to lodge objections 
to certification at the joint session of Congress. 

Trump, 74, has refused to concede defeat in the Nov 
3 election and has been ramping up the pressure on fel-
low Republicans and Pence to back his baseless claims 
of election fraud. “The Vice President has the power to 
reject fraudulently chosen electors,” Trump tweeted yes-
terday. “If Vice President @Mike_Pence comes through 
for us, we will win the Presidency.” 

The vice president has no legal authority to reject the 
results, however, and Pence has given no public indica-
tion of what he will do at the joint session. The 
Republican objections appear doomed to fail in any case 
when brought to a vote in the Democratic-controlled 
House and also in the Republican-majority Senate, 
where most Republicans have refused to sign on to the 

challenge to Electoral College certification. 
The joint session of Congress comes one day after 

voters went to the polls in Georgia and appear to have 
handed a pair of stunning victories to the Democratic 
Senate candidates over their Republican opponents. A 
Democratic sweep would result in a 50-50 split in the 
Senate with Democrats holding the tie-breaking vote in 
Vice President Kamala Harris. Biden is due to be sworn 
in on Jan 20 and control of the Senate would give his 
Democrats the levers of power in the executive branch 
and both chambers of Congress and allow him to push 
through his legislative agenda. 

Georgia has been reliably Republican but Biden also 
won the state, by about 12,000 votes, and his win there 
is one of the victories that Trump has been contesting. 
Trump’s unprecedented efforts to overturn the result 
have included making a call to Georgia’s secretary of 
state in which he said he wants to “find 11,780 votes” - 
one more than Biden’s margin of victory. 

In Georgia, Democratic candidate Raphael Warnock, 
the pastor at the Atlanta church where Martin Luther 
King once preached, was projected to defeat Republican 
Kelly Loeffler, a 50-year-old businesswoman appointed 
to the Senate in Dec 2019. Warnock, 51, who would be 
just the third African-American to win a Senate seat 
from the South, was ahead by 53,430 votes out of nearly 
4.4 million cast, or more than one percent. Loeffler how-
ever refused to concede. “We’re going to make sure 
every vote is counted,” she told supporters. 

In the other Georgia race, Democrat Jon Ossoff, a 
33-year-old video producer, claimed victory yesterday 
over Republican David Perdue. “Georgia, thank so 
much for the confidence you have placed in me,” 
Ossoff said. “I will look forward to serving you.” 
Perdue, 71, who was elected to the Senate in 2014, has 
also refused to concede. 

Both Biden and Trump visited Georgia to encourage 
their supporters on the eve of the crucial vote but the 
president spent most of his time at his rally rehashing his 
unfounded allegations of election fraud. Trump support-
ers gathering in Washington yesterday echoed those 
claims, which have been refuted in the courts and by 
state election officials.  — AFP 

Congress to 
certify Biden...
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Qatar has claimed in legal proceedings that 

over 3,600 marriages between Qataris and 
Emiratis were affected by the measures which also 
saw Saudi and its allies - the UAE, Bahrain and 
Egypt - shut borders and airspace to Qatari peo-
ple and trade. Rashid, a Qatari with a mother from 
the Emirates and a local father, said in the days 
after the measures were imposed “we were mad at 
each other so much that we stopped talking for a 
while”. “That’s patriotism,” he said. “The same 
thing happened with my cousins in Saudi Arabia.” 

One former Qatar Airways employee, who was 
in Doha at the start of the crisis, said many mar-
riages failed because of the restrictions. “There’s 
loads of people who lost husbands and wives over 
this stupid blockade. Lots of Qataris married to 
Saudis and Emiratis,” he said. While families could, 

at significant expense, be reunited outside affected 
countries, Muslims in Qatar struggled to undertake 
the hajj and umrah pilgrimages to Makkah in Saudi 
Arabia, Islam’s holiest city. 

Qatar and Saudi Arabia blamed each other for 
the hurdles, but only a handful of worshippers 
made the journey in the crisis years. “I have not 
performed it during the last period because the 
borders were closed and they weren’t even 
allowed to deal with the Qatari currency. It was 
very difficult and exhausting,” Qatari student 
Abdul-Rahman Rashid Al-Kuwari told AFP. “After 
the agreement and the opening of the borders 
there is no fear and things are good, especially 
with Saudi Arabia, and we do not need anything 
else. We will go to visit the holy places, especially 
the hajj,” the student said after evening prayers at 
a Doha mosque. 

The economic hit of the crisis, coinciding with 
low oil prices and the coronavirus downturn, was 
felt across the region. Well-heeled Saudis were 
unable to visit Doha for holidays and long week-
ends while expats living in Qatar were unable to 
visit popular destinations like Dubai without 
tedious detours via Kuwait or Oman. — AFP 

Qatar eyes risks  
and potential...
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been told to stop transporting some patients with 

extremely low survival chances to overwhelmed 
hospitals. In Portugal, health authorities reported 
10,000 new cases in 24 hours in the nation of just 
10 million people. 

Britain yesterday announced another 1,041 fatali-
ties from the coronavirus, the first time the daily 
death toll has topped 1,000 since April and the out-
set of the pandemic. The latest tally means 77,346 
people have now died in the UK within 28 days of a 
positive COVID-19 test-among the highest in 
Europe alongside Italy - and came as a record 
62,322 new daily cases were recorded. 

Meanwhile a World Health Organization mission 
headed to China to probe the origins of the pan-
demic is in disarray after Beijing denied entry to the 
experts at the last minute. Mass vaccinations are 
seen as key to returning the world to a semblance of 

normality, but the EU’s campaign has got off to a 
sluggish start compared to the United States, 
Britain and Israel. The Netherlands administered its 
first shot yesterday, becoming the last EU country 
to get started. 

Britain may have been first to begin vaccinating, 
but the country nevertheless returned to a full lock-
down yesterday as authorities battle to contain the 
alarming spread of a new coronavirus strain which 
appears to be more infectious. One in 50 people in 
England were infected last week, according to offi-
cial data, rising to one in 30 in London.  The global 
crisis shows no signs of slowing, with more than 1.8 
million people known to have died worldwide 
among some 86 million cases.  

Germany, Europe’s biggest economy, announced 
on Tuesday that it was toughening its partial lock-
down and extending measures such as store clo-
sures until the end of January. Along with other 
leaders, such as France’s Emmanuel Macron, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel is facing accusa-
tions from critics that her government should be 
rolling out vaccines much faster in order to spare 
people from more disruption to virtually every 
aspect of their lives. — AFP 

COVID deaths  
at record...


