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Govt shuns Assembly session  
amid reports of resignation

Cabinet boycott comes after 38 MPs back premier’s grilling
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The government yesterday 
boycotted a National Assembly ses-
sion, apparently in protest over an 
opposition-led grilling of the prime 
minister, prompting the cancellation of 
the session amid reports that the 
Cabinet has resigned. MPs, local 
media and online news bulletins 
reported HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
tendered the resignation of his 
Cabinet formed just three weeks ago, 
and it was reported that HH the Amir 
accepted the resignation. 

Later in the day, HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah held talks with HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the prime minister and 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. No details were published 
about the meetings. An announcement 
of the Cabinet’s resignation is expect-
ed today. 

The Cabinet reportedly resigned 
after three opposition lawmakers on 
Tuesday filed to grill the prime minis-
ter and that around 38 of the 50 elect-
ed lawmakers publicly announced they 
will back the grilling, well over the 
required majority to support a non-

cooperation motion against the pre-
mier. In their grilling, opposition law-
makers Thamer Al-Suwait, Bader Al-
Dahoum and Khaled Al-Otaibi 
accused the prime minister of ignoring 
the outcome of the general election by 
appointing “provocative and unquali-
fied” ministers in the new Cabinet. 

They also accused him of interfer-
ing in the election of the speaker by 
supporting the candidate whom the 
majority of lawmakers rejected, saying 
this reflects a “dangerous attitude”. 
They also accused him of violating the 
constitution by failing to submit the 
government’s program as required 
under the constitution. 

Leading opposition lawmaker 
Shuaib Al-Muwaizri said yesterday 
that there were reports about the res-
ignation of the Cabinet, adding that 
the next Cabinet must end its alliance 
with “forces of corruption” and should 
cooperate only with the people. He 
called on the prime minister to decline 
to form the next Cabinet.  

He also warned any future premier 
against re-appointing at least three 
ministers “who cause crises”: Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh, Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
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OPEC+ approves output rise 
 
LONDON: Members of the oil cartel OPEC and 
their partners agreed Tuesday to raise output 
slightly in February and March, but only in Russia 
and Kazakhstan. Overall the amount of crude oil 
the group has voluntarily withdrawn from global 
markets is to decline from 7.2 million barrels per 
day to 7.125 mbpd in February, and 7.05 mbpd in 
March. To ensure the market is not flooded with 
oil while pandemic-related risks to demand 
remain high, OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia decided 
to cut its own production by one million barrels 
per day in both months. — AFP (See Page 8)

US, Sudan sign Israel accords  
 
KHARTOUM: Sudan signed yesterday the 
“Abraham Accords” normalizing ties with Israel, 
alongside an aid agreement promising $1 billion 
annual World Bank financing during an unprece-
dented visit by the US treasury chief. The deals 
were signed less than a month after Washington 
removed Khartoum from its state sponsors of 
terrorism blacklist, a move which followed 
Sudan’s agreement to normalize ties with Israel 
in October. The accords were signed by Sudan’s 
Justice Minister Nasr Abdelbari and US 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. — AFP 

602 journos killed by COVID 
 
GENEVA: More than 600 journalists have died 
of COVID-19 last year since March 1, a press 
freedom organization said, calling for media 
workers to have priority access to vaccines. The 
Press Emblem Campaign (PEC), which tracks the 
deaths of journalists around the world, said that 
of the 602 media workers known to have died 
from the new coronavirus, more than half were 
from Latin America, with 303 fatalities. Some 145 
deaths were recorded in Asia, with 94 in Europe, 
32 in North America and 28 in Africa. — AFP 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah decorated Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah with the 
Order of Kuwait of the First Class at Bayan Palace yes-
terday. The honoring, at an Amiri reception, came in 
recognition of Sheikh Ahmad’s services to Kuwait and 
his efforts in bolstering relations with brethren in the 
Gulf and Arab regions.  

HH the Amir said Sheikh Ahmad was worthy of the 
Order of Kuwait of the First Class, granted for his 
service to the country. Addressing the minister, HH 
Sheikh Nawaf commended Sheikh Ahmad’s relentless 
efforts, which saw him “traveling from country to 
country, attending official functions” to represent 
Kuwait. He lauded the minister’s sacrifice, which 
earned him the Order of Kuwait under the guidance of 
the leadership and instructions of HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.  

HH the Amir praised Sheikh Ahmad, remembering 
his efforts also during the era of late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Sheikh Ahmad 
expressed gratitude towards HH the Amir and his lead-
ership, affirming that he was honored to serve Kuwait 
and its people. — KUNA

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah decorates Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah with the Order of Kuwait of 
the First Class as HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah looks on at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

Amir bestows  
FM with Order  
of Kuwait

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks to supporters from The Ellipse 
near the White House yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump faced 
one of the darkest days of his presiden-
cy yesterday with Congress poised to 
certify Joe Biden’s White House victory 
and Democrats on track to take control 
of the Senate with a pair of stunning 
upset victories in Georgia. Thousands 
of Trump supporters, fueled by his spu-
rious claims of voter fraud, were flood-
ing the nation’s capital, meanwhile, to 
protest the certification. 

Trump addressed his backers at an 
outdoors event in chilly Washington 

before Congress met in a joint session 
to certify the Electoral College results 
that determine the winner of the White 
House race. With political tensions run-
ning at fever pitch, there was a heavy 
police presence in downtown 
Washington and many business own-
ers, fearing clashes, have boarded up 
doors and windows. “We will never 
give up. We will never concede,” Trump 
told the cheering crowd. “We will stop 
the steal.”  
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Congress to certify Biden  
win, Dems to take Senate 

DOHA: Families were divided, students expelled, 
businesses broken and religious pilgrimages denied 
when a quartet of countries broke ties with Qatar in 
June 2017. A new era of possibility beckons after 

the Saudi-led boycotting countries re-established 
relations in a dramatic rapprochement on Tuesday, 
although some in Qatar are wary of the promised 
new dawn. 

“Everyone I talk to is quite happy; I think people 
have forgotten how it felt” at the start of the crisis, 
said Fahad, a Qatari oil and gas worker, of the 
process that Saudi Arabia has pushed with US 
encouragement as the Trump administration enters 
its final days. “This is good news. People are not so 
bogged down about the details politically. They’re 
just happy they can see their families and be able to 

travel,” he told AFP. 
But analysts are dubious that the row, which cen-

tered on allegations over Qatar’s relations with Iran 
and Islamist militants, is truly resolved after the 
hasty reconciliation which did not address the 
underlying resentments. Families with mixed parent-
age were particularly hard hit during the years of 
isolation, with Qatari spouses of Emiratis and 
Bahrainis forced to leave and return to Doha by the 
blockade which caused rows within some mixed 
families. 

Continued on Page 2 

Qatar eyes risks  
and potential  
after Gulf row

MANAUS, Brazil: A burial takes place in an area reserved for COVID-19 victims at 
the Nossa Senhora Aparecida cemetery on Tuesday. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: The European Union’s 
medicines watchdog yesterday 
approved a second coronavirus vac-
cine, in a relief to struggling European 
countries as the world reached a grim 
new record of 15,700 deaths in 24 
hours. The Moderna vaccine is now 
set to join Pfizer-BioNTech’s jab for 
use in the 27-nation EU, where gov-
ernments are grappling with soaring 
caseloads and slow rollouts of the 

vaccines already available. 
“Good news for our efforts to bring 

more COVID-19 vaccines to 
Europeans!” European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen tweeted. 
The breakthrough came as more than 
15,700 COVID-19 deaths around the 
world were registered in the past 24 
hours, according to a count by AFP at 
1100 GMT yesterday - a new record. 

The United States, the world’s 
worst-hit country, logged a record 
3,936 daily deaths in a separate tally 
by Johns Hopkins university. Los 
Angeles ambulance workers have 
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