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SOUTHAMPTON: Jurgen Klopp admitted Liverpool
are suffering a “rusty moment” after a 1-0 defeat at
Southampton extended the defending champions’
winless run in the Premier League to three games.
Danny Ings’s stunning second-minute goal earned
three points which moved Southampton into sixth
and led to Saints manager Ralph Hasenhuttl break-
ing into tears of joy on the final whistle.

Liverpool remain top of the table on goal differ-
ence over Manchester United, but have now played a
game more than the Red Devils, who they face in
their next league game at Anfield on January 17.
“That’s a rusty moment we have to admit it,” said
Klopp, whose side last failed to win in three straight
Premier League games back in May 2018. “Only if
you know the problem can you solve the problem, we
are not blind. We have to fight and play through this.”

A first league defeat in three months may hasten
Liverpool’s search for a centre-back in the January
transfer window. Without the injured Virgil van Dijk,
Joe Gomez and Joel Matip, Klopp started two of his
first-choice midfielders from their title-winning cam-
paign, Fabinho and Jordan Henderson, together at
the heart of his defense. Southampton had not
scored in their last three games to temper their
hopes of a push for European football, but took just
two minutes to break the deadlock in style through
former Liverpool striker Ings.

Trent Alexander-Arnold did not deal with James
Ward-Prowse’s angled free-kick into the box and
Ings perfectly hooked his shot over Alisson Becker
into the far corner. “It’s not only the slow start, but
the slow start made life massively difficult tonight,”
added Klopp. Southampton had key absentees
themselves with goalkeeper Alex McCarthy missing

due to a positive test for coronavirus, while Oriol
Romeu, Jannik Vestergaard and Che Adams were
out injured. Fraser Forster was making his first
Saints appearance since May 2019, but the former
England international was rarely tested to earn his
clean sheet.

‘Perfect gameplan’
The visitors could easily have found themselves

2-0 down before the break when Southampton sub-
stitute Nathan Tella was inches away from his first
senior goal. If Klopp’s men were too passive in the
first-half, they started the second-half with the
intensity they have made their trademark in recent
seasons as Southampton were pinned inside their
own half. Sadio Mane was the visitors’ biggest threat
on his return to St Mary’s as Jack Stephens made a
last-ditch challenge to block his route to goal before
Kyle Walker-Peters was lucky to escape without
conceding a penalty for obstructing another burst
from the Senegalese into the box.

Thiago Alcantara was making just his second
Liverpool start since a much-anticipated move from
Bayern Munich, but even the Spaniard’s range of
passing could not cut through Southampton’s deter-
mined defense. “I started believing we can do it in
the 92nd minute, not earlier,” said Hasenhuttl. “They
are so strong in front you always believe something
can happen. “We had to have a perfect gameplan
today and luck. Without luck against such a team
you cannot win.” Mane had Liverpool’s only shot on
target 15 minutes from time when his tame effort was
easily held by Forster low to his left.

Southampton could have sealed a huge win
moments later when Alisson was caught well off his

line by Yan Valery, whose shot lacked the power to
beat Henderson in a race to the goal line. Liverpool
so often dug themselves out of problems with late
goals in romping to the title last season, but have
failed to do so over the festive period, also drop-

ping points against struggling West Brom and
Newcastle. United and Manchester City now hold
the upper hand in the title race as they can both
move ahead of Liverpool should they win their
games in hand. —AFP
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Liverpool stumble again in 
a 1-0 Southampton defeat

SOUTHAMPTON: Southampton’s English defender Jack Stephens (center) vies with Liverpool’s
Brazilian midfielder Roberto Firmino (right) during the English Premier League football match
between Southampton and Liverpool on January 4, 2021. —AFP

Uruguayan players’ 
union brands 
English FA ‘racist’ 
LONDON: The Uruguayan Football Players’
Association (AFU) launched a scathing attack on
the English Football Association (FA) on Monday
for banning Manchester United striker Edinson
Cavani over a social media post the governing body
ruled was in breach of anti-racism rules. Cavani
posted a message on Instagram shortly after scor-
ing twice in United’s 3-2 win over Southampton
where he thanked a friend for his congratulations
using the commonly used Spanish term “negrito”
(small black person).

The former Paris Saint-Germain striker swiftly
deleted the post and issued an apology after being
made aware of the connotations in English, with the
player releasing an apologetic statement saying he

was “completely opposed to racism”. That did not
stop the FA imposing a three-match ban and a
£100,000 ($137,000) fine. The sanction has
sparked outrage in Uruguay with the country’s
Spanish language academy saying the FA had made
a “questionable resolution” as a result of its “pover-
ty of cultural and linguistic knowledge.”

In a lengthy statement the AFU went further,
accusing the FA themselves of racism for not
acknowledging the context in which the post was
sent. “Unfortunately through this sanction the
English Football Association expresses absolute
ignorance and disdain for a multicultural vision of
the world,” said the AFU. “It has not just punished
one person, but also a whole culture, our way of life,
which is truly a discriminatory and racist act.”

Cavani has already served one match of his sus-
pension in United’s 2-1 win over Aston Villa on
Friday. But the AFU still called for it to be over-
turned to clear his name from a racism charge. “We
request the FA to immediately overturn the sanction
imposed on Edinson Cavani and reinstate the good
name and honor in the world that has been so

unfairly tarnished by this reprehensible decision.”
The AFU statement has been widely shared by
prominent players such as Atletico Madrid striker
Luis Suarez, who himself was at the centre of a
racism storm during his time in England with
Liverpool. —AFP

The Crown 
Prince Cup 
tournament
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Qadesiya faced off against
Tadhamon while Kuwait battled
Burqan as the four teams made it to
the semi finals of HH the Crown Prince
Cup tournament. The final two quar-
terfinal matches saw Qadesiya defeat
Arabi 1-0 with great difficulty while
Tadhamon defeated Jahra 2-1.
Qadesiya started the match by scor-
ing a goal in the 2nd minute only to be
disallowed by the referee after con-
sulting with the VAR. Qadesiya lost
several scoring opportunities as
Arabi’s goalkeeper kept his net intact. 

The second half continued the
same as the first half until the 74th
minute when the referee awarded
Qadesiya a penalty kick after con-
firming his decision by VAR. Bader Al-
Mutwaa succeeded in scoring a goal
in two attempts as the referee made
him kick it for the second time. The
referee then issued a red card to
Qadesiya’s Redha Hani for a foul play.

Arabi was not able to take advan-
tage of Qadesiya’s deficiency. Arabi’s
Bandar Al-Salama had an opportunity
to score and demanded a penalty kick
but the referee decided it was an off-
side - again after consulting the VAR.
Abdallah Ammar from Arabi was issued
a red card following a reckless foul
against Eid Al-Rashidi. The match end-
ed with 1-0 after a lengthy added time.

In an earlier match, Tadhamon
made sure they were among the four
final teams when they met Jahra by
winning their match 2-1. Tadhamon’s

Yousuf Enaizan scored first, then
Yousuf Al-Rashidi equalized for Jahra.
As the regular time was about to end,

Tadhamon was awarded a foul
through which Rashed Al-Mutairi
scored the winner.

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP
Manchester United v Manchester City 22:45
beIN Sports HD 1

SPANISH LEAGUE
Athletic de Bilbao v FC Barcelona 23:00
beIN Sports HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Cagliari Calcio v Benevento 14:30
beIN Sports HD 4
Atalanta v Parma Calcio 17:00
beIN Sports HD 5
Bologna FC v Udinese Calcio 17:00
beIN Sports HD 8
Crotone v AS Roma 17:00
beIN Sports HD 6
SS Lazio v ACF Fiorentina 17:00
beIN Sports HD 7
UC Sampdoria v Inter Milano 17:00
beIN Sports HD 4
US Sassuolo Calcio v Genoa 17:00
beIN Sports HD 3
Torino v Hellas Verona 17:00
beIN Sports
SSC Napoli v Spezia Calcio 20:00
beIN Sports HD 1
AC Milan v Juventus 22:45
beIN Sports HD 4

FRENCH LEAGUE
Lorient v AS Monaco 21:00
beIN Sports HD 6
Stade brestois 29 v Nice 21:00
beIN Sports HD 9
FC Metz v Bordeaux 21:00
beIN Sports HD 8
Strasbourg v Nimes Olympique 21:00
beIN Sports HD 10
Nantes v Stade Rennais 21:00
beIN Sports HD 7
Olympique Marseille v Montpellier 23:00
beIN Sports HD 8
Stade Reims v FCO Dijon 23:00
beIN Sports HD 10
Lyon v Racing Club de Lens 23:00
beIN Sports HD 9
Saint Etienne v Paris Saint-Germain 23:00
beIN Sports HD 6
LOSC Lille v Angers 23:00
beIN Sports HD 7
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Solskjaer wants 
trophies to show 
for Utd progress
LONDON: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer believes winning
the League Cup would be a “big step” in
Manchester United’s development as he prepares
for today’s semi-final showdown with Manchester
City at Old Trafford. United went out to Pep
Guardiola’s men in the final four of the competition
last season, before losing in the semis of the FA Cup
and Europa League. 

However, the Red Devils had a third-place finish
in the Premier League behind City and runaway
winners Liverpool to show for Solskjaer’s first full
season in charge. United have pushed on again this
season in the league to find themselves level on
points with Liverpool at the top of the table with a
game in hand on the champions.

“A semi-final is a chance to get to the final, to get
your hands on a trophy in the next round and for
this team it would be a very, very big step getting
your hands on a trophy,” said Solskjaer. —AFP

Manchester United’s Uruguayan striker Edinson
Cavani

Premier League 
continues amid
new lockdown
LONDON: Premier League football and other forms
of elite professional sport in England will be allowed to
continue despite new national lockdown restrictions
announced by the British government on Monday.
Nearly 56 million people in England will return to a full
coronavirus lockdown, possibly until mid-February, to
try to cut spiraling infection rates, Prime Minister Boris

Johnson said in a televised address. 
The measures, which include the closure of primary

and secondary schools, will come into effect
Wednesday, he said after Scotland announced similar
measures to come into force from midnight (0000
GMT). But a list of exemptions published by the UK
government allowed “elite sportspeople (and their
coaches if necessary, or parents/guardians if they are
under 18) — or those on an official elite sports path-
way-to compete and train”. 

One key point in determining whether a sporting
competition can go ahead will be if it has, as the
Premier League does, a testing regime and the pro-
vision of bio-secure bubbles in place. Matches, how-
ever, will continue to be played behind closed doors.

Prior to Johnson’s announcement, England Netball
announced their home series with Jamaica, sched-
uled for late January, had been postponed because
of international travel restrictions between Britain
and the Caribbean island imposed as a result of the
pandemic. 

A lockdown similar to the one introduced in
England in March last year as a result of a rising num-
ber of COVID-19 cases means outdoor gyms, golf
courses and tennis courts will close, with amateur out-
door team sports prohibited. Johnson’s announcement
followed a statement earlier on Monday by Nicola
Sturgeon, the First Minister of Scotland, that will see
professional sport continuing in Scotland despite ris-
ing numbers of COVID-19 cases. —AFP


