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Firemen battle
Rumaithiya
house blaze
KUWAIT: Firemen battled a blaze reported in a
Rumaithiya house yesterday. The fire had started in
a ground floor kitchen. Firemen cut the power and
evacuated the house before extinguishing the
flames. No injuries were reported. An investigation
was opened to  reveal  the  cause of  the f i re .
Meanwhile, firemen were called to rescue a man
whose finger was stuck in his vehicle’s fuel tank
opening. They used a special tool to free his hand
without harm.

KUFPEC, EGAS
sign exploration,
production deal
KUWAIT: Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration
Company (KUFPEC) signed yesterday an explo-
ration and production agreement with the
Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company (EGAS),
in Ras Knayes marine, offshore Egypt in the
Mediterranean Sea. In a statement to the press,
KUFPEC said that its share in the agreement
amounted to 25 percent, as it comes in partner-
ship with Total (the operator) at 35 percent,
(Shell) 30 percent, and the Egyptian National Oil
Company 10 percent. 

The block covers an area of 4,550 sq km,
extending from five to 150 km from the shore,
with water depths ranging from 50 to 3,200
meters, the Herodotus Basin is a frontier basin,
and the agreement commitments include a 3D
seismic campaign during the first three years, it
added. It also pointed out that the agreement
came as part of the company’s exploration growth
strategy and this Block builds on KUFPEC’s
recent success and announcement of achieving
first oil discovery from well GNN-4 in the Gulf of
Suez Geisum and West Tawila Concession on 18
June 2020. 

The statement quoted KUFPEC Acting CEO
Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-Sabah as saying that
entering this sector reflects the company’s desire
and commitment to participate in exploration
activities to enhance its current position as well
as its investments in Egypt. KUFPEC is an inter-
nat ional  upstream company engaged in
Exploration, Development and Production of
crude oil and natural gas outside of Kuwait and
is  a  whol ly owned subsidiary of  Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation. —KUNA

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Newspapers are full of reports of brutal and
violent crimes that take place every week. The latest
example is a killing that took place over the weekend
in Qusour, where four Kuwaiti men stabbed a bedoon
to death, cut off his ear, then ran him over by a vehicle
to make it look like a car accident.  

On New Year’s Eve, a huge fight took place in
Khairan, where tens of young men fought. They were
later arrested. Also, five men mugged an Egyptian man
in Qairawan and sped off. On the same night, a man set
a mosque in Salmi on fire for unknown reasons. Also on
Dec 31, an Egyptian man killed his Kuwaiti sponsor
over a financial dispute. 

Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti man attacked a doctor at
Sabah Al-Nasser polyclinic for not giving him an injec-
tion, which according to the doctor was dangerous for
his health. Then a woman filed a case at the police sta-
tion reporting she was beaten and robbed by a man
and woman, who kicked her out of her house in Surra.  

Psychologist Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi said these
cases of violence are not normal for the Kuwaiti soci-
ety. “It is still a small number compared to our popu-
lation. We have a mix of different cultures in the com-
munity, and differences between cultures may some-
times cause conflicts that lead to violence,” he told
Kuwait Times.

According to him, religious morals became weak as
the world opened up. “In the past we used to have only
a few TV channels, while now we have over 2,000
channels. Watching all these channels has brought new
values. When I teach my children something, they see a
different thing applied in reality. Due to these open
horizons, we live in a global village,” added Khaldi.

Life’s stresses 
“Unemployment or a bad financial situation caus-

es stress. This may be reflected in violence. If the
person doesn’t release the stress, they might explode
and beat up their family members, for instance. Some
people can release stress by practicing sports, others
through eating, and so on. Teenagers usually release
stress by fighting in public places. I think the law
should be applied in a stricter way, and more police-
men should be present in malls and public places.
Parents should control their children as well,” he
concluded.     

Dr Fahad Al-Tasha, Mental Health Specialist and
Vice President of the Kuwait Psychological
Association (KPA), noted that violence has developed
with time. “Violence today has new tools and has
spread widely in the community. Crimes have also
progressed, with new types of violence not seen 30
years ago. Violence in the past was in schools, but
now it’s in the neighborhood and even inside the fami-
ly. During the lockdown, KPA provided free psycho-
logical help or consultation through the phone, and
here we noticed the high number of cases of violence
inside families,” he explained.  

Pandemic’s repercussions 
“Those who lost their jobs or businesses during the

pandemic are under great stress. This may lead to vio-
lence. Also, social relations changed due to COVID-
19, as people were not meeting due to the fear of
infection. Moreover, the absence of schools and online
education increased the level of violence, as children
are sitting at home and don’t have real interaction with
teachers and other students. Many people postponed
their plans due to the pandemic to study, start a busi-

ness and others, which led to stress,” Tasha said.
Drugs are behind some cases of violence. “The

easy access and availability of drugs has made it easy
to be consumed by young people. The abundance of
wealth has also made it easy to buy drugs. When
addicts can’t get drugs for any reason, they use vio-
lence against their family or other people,” he added.   

Security authorities should place combatting vio-
lence among their priorities. “I hope the parliament
will set up a special committee on violence, rather
than having a committee for negative phenomena.
NGOs should also play a role in spreading awareness.
Parents should be monitoring their children all the
time, especially when playing videogames, which are
responsible for many cases of violence. The latest was
the arrest of youngsters who were recruited by Daesh
through online games. Also, the laws should be
amended and punishment should be tougher to be a
deterrent from committing crimes,” stressed Tasha.

‘Brutal’ crimes’ rate
on the rise in Kuwait

Pandemic, financial problems add stress that lead to crimes, says psychologist

KUWAIT: The scene inside the house after the fire was
put out. A fireman uses a special tool to free the man’s finger.

Kuwait registers
312 new COVID
cases, zero deaths 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health announced
yesterday recording 312 new infection cases with the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) during the past 24, rais-
ing the caseload to 152,027. No new deaths were
recorded during the same period of time, thus the fatali-
ties’ toll remained at 938. The ministry had earlier
announced registering 273 recovery cases during the
past same period, putting the whole number of the
recuperated patients at 147,784. MoH official
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the num-
ber of patients who continued to receive medical care
at intensive care units reached 55 as of yesterday,
adding that the count of the confirmed infection cases
in hospitals amounted to 3,305. Dr Sanad said the num-
ber of swab tests conducted during the same period
amounted to 5,180 with the overall count of such exam-
inations hitting 1.277,197. He further called upon the

KUWAIT: Bangladesh’s Ambassador to Kuwait MD
Ashikuzzaman commended yesterday Kuwait’s
assistance of the needy, and victims of natural and
man-made disasters. Ashikuzzaman, speaking after
meeting with Chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent
Society Dr Helal Al-Sayer, said KRCS has great
humanitarian contributions specially with the

Rohingya Muslim refugees in Bangladesh. KRCS, he
said, was carrying out important humanitarian roles
regionally and internationally. He said he and Sayer
discussed humanitarian issues of mutual interest,
describing the meeting as constructive and fruitful.
Sayer said KRCS would continue its relief aid for
the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Bangladesh’s Ambassador to Kuwait MD
Ashikuzzaman meets Chairman of Kuwait Red
Crescent Society Dr Helal Al-Sayer. —KUNA photos

Bangladesh’s Ambassador to Kuwait MD
Ashikuzzaman presents a memento to Chairman of
Kuwait Red Crescent Society Dr Helal Al-Sayer.

public to abide by precautionary measures, observe
social distancing and keep an eye on official websites to
be aware of directions and recommendations regarding
the disease and safety precautions. —KUNA

Kuwaiti oil price up
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel rose $2.11
to stand at $52.75 per barrel on Monday, compared
with $50.64 pb last Thursday, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) yesterday. In international mar-
kets, Brent crude oil went down 71 cents to reach
$51.09 per barrel, while West Texas crude dropped
90 cents to reach $47.62 pb. Meanwhile, the OPEC
daily basket price gained 12 cents during Monday’s

transactions to stand at $51.36 per barrel (pb), an
OPEC bulletin said yesterday. It added average price
of the basket for 2020 was $41.47 pb. The OPEC
Reference Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of the
following: Saharan Blend (Algeria), Girassol
(Angola), Djeno (Congo), Zafiro (Equatorial Guinea),
Rabi Light (Gabon), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of
Iran), Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait), Es
Sider (Libya), Bonny Light (Nigeria), Arab Light
(Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE) and Merey
(Venezuela). —KUNA

Bangladesh commends Kuwait’s contributions


