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Ronaldo’s double lifts Juventus 
10-man Milan stay top ahead of Inter

TURIN: Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (center) shoots to score the opening goal despite Udinese’s Italian defender Kevin Bonifazi (left) and Udinese’s French defender Sebastian De Maio during the 
Italian Serie A football match Juventus vs Udinese on January 3, 2021. — AFP  

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice as champi-
ons Juventus bounced back from their first Serie A 
defeat of the season by beating Udinese 4-1 on 
Sunday to move up to fifth place. The Milan clubs are 
top of the Italian league with Juventus 10 points 
adrift of the summit having played a game less. 
Leaders AC Milan stayed one point ahead of Inter 
with a 2-0 win over midtable Benevento despite 
playing an hour a man down. City rivals Inter crushed 
lowly Crotone 6-2 with Lautaro Martinez bagging 
his first hat-trick for the club. 

But Milan restored their advantage thanks to a 
Franck Kessie penalty on 15 minutes and Rafael 
Leao’s terrific curling strike from a tight angle shortly 
after half-time. Sandro Tonali’s sending off after 33 
minutes for a high tackle on Artur Ionita did not hold 
back Stefano Pioli’s side. Gianluigi Donnarumma was 
solid in the Milan goal while Gianluca Caprari 
dragged a penalty wide on the hour. “We don’t let 
ourselves be put under pressure by the results of the 
opponents,” said Pioli whose side are unbeaten in 27 

league games going back to March. 
“We’re ambitious, we’re not hiding it and we aim 

to win the next match as well against Juventus (on 
Wednesday).” Ronaldo once again proved decisive 
for Juventus scoring a goal in each half to bring his 
league-leading tally to 14 this campaign and teeing 
up Federico Chiesa after the break. Paulo Dybala 
added the fourth deep into injury time as Andrea 
Pirlo’s side moved on from their shock 3-0 loss to 
Fiorentina last time out. “It wasn’t the best Juventus 
because we were coming off a bad defeat, we were a 
bit fearful at the beginning,” said Pirlo. 

“Slowly we grew and in the second half we did 
better. It’s a delicate moment but we have to have 
confidence in what we can achieve and the determi-
nation to get there.” At the San Siro, Martinez and 
Romelu Lukaku combined to devastating effect for 
Inter who have now won eight league games in a row. 
The strike duo were involved in five goals although 
midfielder Arturo Vidal was hauled off at half-time 
after conceding a penalty in a woeful display. 

Antonio Conte’s side had been pegged back 2-2 
at the break with Niccolo Zanellato scoring first with 
a 12th-minute header for the rock bottom Calabrians 
with the worst attack in the league. But Martinez 
picked up a Lukaku cross to pull the hosts level eight 
minutes later. Martinez had a role in Inter’s second 
just after half an hour when Crotone defender Luca 
Marrone turned the ball into his own net under pres-
sure from the Argentina forward. Vladimir Golemic 
put the sides level six minutes later after Vidal fouled 
Arkadiusz Reca, with a furious Conte replacing the 
Chilean with Stefano Sensi at the break. 

 
Roma stay third 

Martinez restored the lead for Inter before the 
hour connecting with a Marcelo Brozovic through 
ball following a Lukaku back-heel, and headed in his 
third with 12 minutes to go off a rebound. Lukaku 
blasted in his 50th goal for Inter after 64 minutes but 
limped off after taking a knock to his right thigh 10 
minutes later, before Achraf Hakimi rounded out the 

win with three minutes to go. “There is great desire 
and it shows,” said Conte as Inter target their first 
Serie A title since 2010 with their European cam-
paign over this season. Roma held third place, six 
points behind Inter, with captain Edin Dzeko scoring 
with a quarter of an hour to go in a 1-0 win in the 
rain over former Roma coach Claudio Ranieri’s 
Sampdoria. The capital side are ahead of Napoli who 
swept past Cagliari 4-1 with Piotr Zielinski scoring 
twice and Hirving Lozano and Lorenzo Insigne also 
on target late, the latter from the penalty spot. 

In a clash of European rivals, Atalanta whipped 
Sassuolo 5-1 with Colombian Duvan Zapata scoring 
twice. The Bergamo side were again playing without 
captain Papu Gomez who has fallen out with coach 
Gian Piero Gasperini. Zapata and Matteo Pessina 
scored in the first half with the Colombian adding a 
second just after the break with Robin Gosens and Luis 
Muriel compounding the rout before Vlad Chiriches 
pulled a goal back. Sassuolo are sixth one point ahead 
of Atalanta who have played a game less. — AFP 

‘Flat-out’ Al-Attiyah  
wins second stage  
of Dakar Rally 

 
WADI AD-DAWASIR: Qatari driver Nasser Al-
Attiyah won the second stage of the Dakar Rally in 
Saudi Arabia yesterday ahead of rivals Stephane 
Peterhansel and Carlos Sainz. The three-time winner 
of the Dakar sped through the 457-kilometre stage 
from Bisha to Wadi ad-Dawasir in 4hr 03min 14sec to 
take the victory after reigning champion Sainz won 
Sunday’s opening stage. “It was a good day,” said Al-
Attiyah, who is aiming for a seventh Olympic skeet 
appearance in Tokyo later this year. 

“Yesterday we lost a lot of time because we opened 
the way and it was not really good for us and we didn’t 
take risks. “But today we went flat out and everything 
is working very, very well. The tyres were amazing and 
the car too, the pace from start to finish, no mistakes at 
all... there’s still a long way, but it’s a good start.” 
Peterhansel, a 13-time winner of the race, leads the 
overall standings with Spaniard Sainz 6min 37sec 
behind and Al-Attiyah just over nine minutes back. 

The Frenchman said he had been stressing about 
how to avoid getting bogged down in the first sand 
dunes of this year’s Dakar. “It was the first dunes, but 
also the car was full of diesel which meant it was 
really heavy,” said Peterhansel, whose 13 Dakar vic-
tories came seven times in a car and six on a motor-

bike. “So, the priority was not to get stuck. After that, 
I have to say that we navigated well.” 

 
‘Keep riding’    

Spain’s Joan Barreda took the second stage in the 
motorbike category, finishing ahead of American rid-
er and title holder Ricky Brabec, who is also on a 
Honda. Brabec has a lot of time to claw back after 
trailing in almost 20 minutes behind Australian Toby 
Price in Sunday’s first stage after losing his way in the 
desert terrain. Barreda, whose victory was his 25th 
on a Dakar special, said he had had no option but “to 
push with everything-I put it all in today”. “I enjoyed 
this type of stage a lot. — AFP 

Barca triumph as  
Messi makes 500th  
Liga appearance 
 
MADRID: Barcelona won 1-0 at bottom side 
Huesca on Sunday as Lionel Messi became the first 
foreigner to make 500 appearances in Spain’s La 
Liga, while a late Luis Suarez goal secured leaders 
Atletico Madrid victory against Alaves. Messi 
returned for Barca after missing the final game of 
2020 with an ankle knock and swung in a cross for 
Frenkie de Jong to divert home for the only goal on 
27 minutes. Although Ronald Koeman’s side began a 
potentially season-defining run of four consecutive 
away matches with a comfortable win, they remain a 
distant 10 points behind Atletico in fifth having 
played a game more. 

“In general, aside from the last 20 minutes we 
played well,” said Koeman. “We created a lot of 
danger, which isn’t easy against a team that shuts up 
at the back. We got a great goal and we had two or 
three more chances to pull away.”  Barca dominated 
possession and created a number of chances but 
Huesca goalkeeper Alvaro Fernandez produced sev-
eral fine saves to keep the hosts in touch. After De 
Jong’s opener Messi was denied a second just 
before half-time when Fernandez superbly clawed 
away his free-kick heading towards the top corner. 

The Argentine was again thwarted by the legs of 
Fernandez in the second half after combining well 
with Pedri, moments after Marc-Andre ter Stegen 
reacted sharply to keep out Rafa Mir’s inventive 
back-heel. That was a rare threat from Huesca who 
have now won just once in 17 tries this season but 
had taken points off most visitors to their Estadio El 
Alcoraz so far, including Atletico in September.  
“We came out strong and very concentrated. It’s the 
main base we need. If we have that, we improve a 
lot with the ball and if we get better in front of goal 
then we can have a very good start to the year,” 
added Koeman. 

 
Suarez the savior  

Earlier in the day, Suarez struck a 90th-minute 
winner for Atletico as they defeated 10-man Alaves 
2-1 to move back above Real Madrid at the top. 
Marcos Llorente gave Atletico the lead at 
Mendizorroza shortly before half-time with a 
deflected strike from just outside the area. Diego 
Simeone’s side appeared to have the game under 
control when Alaves defender Victor Laguardia was 
sent off on the hour following a VAR review for 
chopping down Thomas Lemar as the Frenchman 
ran towards goal. 

Florian Lejeune headed against the post for 
Alaves before a spectacular own goal on 84 minutes 
from Felipe threatened to cost Atletico two vital 
points, the Brazilian centre-back drilling beyond Jan 
Oblak as he attempted to hack clear an attempted 
cross.  —AFP

BISHA: Toyota’s Qatari driver Nasser Al-Attiyah and his 
co-driver Mathieu Baumel of France compete during 
Stage 1 of the 2021 Dakar Rally between Jeddah and 
Bisha in Saudi Arabia on January 3, 2021. —  AFP 


