
LOS ANGELES: Two-time MVP Stephen Curry
got his swagger back on Sunday night, scoring a
career-high 62 points as the Golden State Warriors
outgunned the Portland Trail Blazers 137-122. It was
just like old times for Curry, arguably the greatest
shooter in the history of the NBA. Curry, who played
just five games in the coronavirus-shortened 2019-
20 season due to a broken hand, drained eight of 16
from beyond the arc to score the most points by a
Warrior since Rick Barry scored 64 in the 1970s.

The Warriors went wire-to-wire for the win at
the Chase Center in San Francisco and Curry got
into the zone early, delivering 21 points in the first
quarter and capping his night with 17 points and
several late threes in the fourth. Curry topped his
previous high of 54 with two free throws with 2:23
to play and capped his night with a nothing-but-net
three pointer with 42 seconds remaining. It was his
seventh career 50-point game.

“I just try to stay humble and stay in the moment.
As long as I keep being aggressive and decisive
then good things will happen,” he said.  “I want to

make the right decisions. A lot of it is just not rush-
ing things. I got to make sure I see everything
right.” The 50-point night was the NBA’s first of the
season, while the 60-pointer was the first for a
Warrior since Klay Thompson had 60 in 2016. The
only blemish for Curry was that his streak of free
throws was snapped at a franchise-record 80 in the
first quarter. The run dated to March 2019.

Elsewhere, Thomas Bryant stuffed the go-ahead
dunk with 14.9 seconds left and the Washington
Wizards held on for a 123-122 victory over the
Brooklyn Nets. Bradley Beal led the Wizards with
27 points and 10 rebounds and assisted on
Bryant’s decisive basket, which stood up as Nets
stars Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant both missed
on the final possession of the contest. It was a dra-
ma-filled finish at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn,
where Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot put the Nets
ahead 122-121 with a wide-open layup with 28.2
seconds remaining.

After a timeout, a double-teamed Beal managed
to find Bryant under the basket. Irving, who led all

scorers with 30 points, missed a three-pointer
with less than six seconds remaining. Brooklyn
corralled the rebound, but Durant’s last-gasp effort
also missed. “We’ve got two of the best players
ever to touch a basketball on the other side, so it’s
a tough task, man, but I think we did an excellent
job of accepting that challenge,” Beal said of the
Wizards defense.

Russell Westbrook finished with 24 points and 10
rebounds for the Wizards. In Memphis, reigning
champions the Los Angeles Lakers notched their
third straight road win, with LeBron James scoring
13 of his 22 points in the fourth quarter of a 108-94
victory over the Grizzlies in Memphis. The Grizzlies,
without reigning Rookie of the Year Ja Morant and
Jaren Jackson Jr. because of injury, used a 17-0
scoring run to take an 11-point lead at the end of the
first quarter and led by as many as 12 in the first half.

But the Lakers closed the half on a 20-9 scoring
run to lead by two at the interval and with a deter-
mined James leading the way finally pulled away in
the final period. “We were doing a lot of jostling

with Memphis,” James said. “At the start of the
fourth, I wanted to try and implement myself and my
scoring a little bit more. Get a bit more in attack
mode and see if I could kind of open the game up -
and we were able to do that.” Spanish big man
Marc Gasol, who started his NBA career in
Memphis where he spent 11 seasons, played there
for the first time since he was traded by the
Grizzlies to the Toronto Raptors two seasons ago.

He finished with seven points, six rebounds for
the Lakers - along with four stitches in a cut above
his left eye received in a fall. Jayson Tatum delivered
the game-winner in the Boston Celtics’ 122-120 vic-
tory over the Pistons in Detroit, his fall-away
jumper with 2.9 seconds left making the difference
as the Celtics bounced back from a narrow loss to
the Pistons on the same court on Friday. Elsewhere,
Denver’s Nikola Jokic posted his fourth triple-dou-
ble of the season with 19 points, 12 rebounds and 12
assists and Jamal Murray scored 32 points for the
Nuggets in a 124-109 victory over the Minnesota
Timberwolves. — AFP 
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Carlos Sainz of X-Raid Mini Team performs in Dubai, UAE. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Curry delivers throwback performance with career-high 62 points

Golden State Warriors outgun 
Portland Trail Blazers 137-122

Vlhova slaloms to
Zagreb victory;
Shiffrin takes 4th
ZAGREB: Slovakia’s Petra Vlhova consolidated
her lead atop the overall World Cup standings with
victory in the slalom in Zagreb on Sunday, her 11th
discipline win on the alpine skiing circuit. Vlhova
timed 1min 59.08sec over the two runs to finish
0.05sec ahead of Austrian Katharina Liensberger,
with Switzerland’s Michelle Gisin in third place
(+0.22sec). 

Three-time overall World Cup champion Mikaela
Shiffrin, a winner of 67 World Cup races, came in
fourth spot, a further 0.05sec adrift. Vlhova had her-
self finished a disappointing fourth in the Semering
slalom on Tuesday, but she rebounded to claim the
“Snow Queen” title traditionally given to winners in
Zagreb. The first run, in warm, wet conditions,
proved a challenge for the entire field. 

The top racers all finished within striking distance
with Vlhova holding a 0.32sec advantage over
Liensberger, while Gisin sat in third place only
0.38sec back, just ahead of American Shiffrin. The
second run did nothing to change the final results as
Vlhova, Liensberger and Gisin all went 1-2-3, with
Shiffrin landing just short of the podium. “It was a
really hard day for me today,” Vlhova said. “I had to
find my confidence again and the entire day was a
fight, especially the second run. I thought I was out
of the podium picture, but I kept fighting through
the finish. “When I saw I was only the 11th fastest in
the second run, I thought I was for sure out of the
podium, but then the green light showed up and I
couldn’t believe it.” — AFP 

Red Bull Desert
Wings rock on
to win 4 times 
KUWAIT: The 2021 Dakar Rally is now
well and truly underway as competitors
were set a punishing 277-kilometre route
on stage one. Rising to the challenge were
the Red Bull Desert Wings squad who
showed their off-road talents to take stage
wins in the car, bike, lightweight vehicles
and truck categories. Local hero and
motocross athlete, Mohammed Jaffar jet-
ted off into his very first participation at
the grueling rally. Despite a motorbike
accident that resulted in a fracture, he ulti-
mately emerged successful as he reached
the finish line of stage one. 

“I never pictured myself racing on these
terrains. Despite causing some damage on
my bike, what an incredible first day! I
hope and look forward to completing the
remaining stages.” - Mohammed Jaffar
Setting the fastest time in the Lightweight
Vehicles category was Cristina GutiÈrrez.
The newest edition to the Red Bull Off-
Road Junior Team cleared every obstacle
in her path and tonight she leads the
Lightweight Vehicles general classification. 

Gutierrez has previously finished four
editions of the Dakar in the car category
and has now announced herself in the
Lightweight Vehicles race with a stage win
at the first time of asking. The Spaniard is
the first female Dakar stage winner since
Jutta Kleinschmidt in 2005! “There were
lots of very tricky things on the stage. We
had one puncture, but I think everyone
had at least one today. The work that my
co-driver FranÁois did on the navigation
was incredible because it was so tough
today.” - Cristina Gutierrez

Fellow Red Bull Off-Road Junior Team
drivers Seth Quintero and Mitch Guthrie
Jr. experienced differing fortunes on stage
one. Dakar debutant Quintero remains in
the hunt for the big prizes while a series of
punctures looks to have ended Guthrie Jr’s
shot at glory this year. “This was my first
proper Dakar stage and I’m super stoked
to get it done.” - Seth Quintero. Also well
placed in the Lightweight Vehicles contest

are Chaleco Lopez and Mattias Ekstrom 
“I had a clean run. Some very small

navigation errors where we lost a maxi-
mum of one minute.” - Mattias Ekstrom.
Even reigning car class champion Carlos
Sainz could not escape from the difficul-
ties presented by stage one. Despite suf-
fering a puncture and a navigational hic-
cup, it was Sainz who took the stage win
and takes over top spot on the leader-
board. “There was a place where we got
lost for three or four minutes, a place
where lots of other cars got lost.” - Carlos
Sainz. Pushing Sainz all the way on stage
one was his fellow MINI JCW Buggy
driver StÈphane Peterhansel. 13-time
Dakar winner Peterhansel eventually
missed out on a stage win by just 26 sec-
onds, but he has moved into second in the
general classification.

“Navigation was not easy and there
were a lot of rocks. It was so easy to get a
puncture and we got one 30km from the
end of the stage. Tomorrow’s stage also
looks tricky.” - Stephane Peterhansel
Although they were unable to match the
pace of Sainz, there were steady drives on
Stage One for Giniel De Villiers, Kuba
Przygonski, Nasser Al-Attiyah and Cyril
Despres. The news was not so good for
nine-time WRC champion Sebastien Loeb
as the Frenchman endured a difficult day.

“We were lost after 15 kilometers for
15 minutes. Then we were in the dust of
the cars that had past us. We had three
punctures and we got lost a second

time.” - Sebastien Loeb In the bike race,
Toby Price leads the general classifica-
tion after securing a stage win on the
route to Bisha. It’s a great start for the
Red Bull KTM Factory Racing rider who
is hunting a third Dakar victory. “There’s
still plenty of chopping and changing to
come in the standings. I’ll be doing my
best to stay calm and let things cruise
along.” - Toby Price

Price was joined by his Red Bull KTM
Factory Racing team-mates Sam
Sunderland and Matthias Walkner in
today’s Top 5. “When we were in the big
stones it felt like we were racing the
Erzberg Rodeo back home in Austria.” -
Matthias Walkner. Also successfully com-
pleting the 277km bike stage between
Jeddah and Bisha were Stefan Svitko,
Daniel Sanders, Laia Sanz, Camille
ChapeliËre, and CS Santosh. “Welcome to
the Dakar! This was not an easy day to
have as your first Dakar stage.” - Camille
Chapeliere

In the truck race we have the familiar
sight of Team Kamaz Master topping the
rankings thanks to Dmitry Sotnikov’s stage
win. Sotnikov has twice finished as runner-
up in the Dakar truck category, this year it
looks like he’s aiming to go one better.
Tomorrow sees the Dakar convoy leave
Bisha and head to Wadi Ad-Dawasir. Early
in the mammoth 457km timed special
stage will be a 30km section of dunes. It
looks like things are not going to get any
easier at the 2021 Dakar Rally.

Browns among 
6 to reach NFL 
playoffs
WASHINGTON: Green Bay’s Aaron
Rodgers threw for 240 yards and four
touchdowns Sunday to give the
Packers a 35-16 victory at Chicago, a
home-field edge in the NFL playoffs
and a first-round bye. Rodgers com-
pleted 19-of-24 passes with second-
quarter touchdown tosses of 3 yards
to Robert Tonyan, 13 yards to
Dominique Dafney and 72 yards to
Marquez Valdes-Scantling plus a late
6-yarder clincher to Davante Adams
as the Packers finished 13-3 with the
National Conference (NFC) top seed.

“It was a good win for us. We had
a lot to play for,” Rodgers said. “Very
happy with our guys. Excited about
the post-season. Excited to be the
number one seed.” The paths to next
month’s Super Bowl in Tampa run
through frigid Green Bay and
American Conference (AFC) top
seeded defending champion Kansas
City (14-2). But Rodgers won’t ponder
that. “We can’t think about that yet,”
he said. “We’re going to enjoy this
week off, see who we play and wait

for a cold and possibly snowy game.”
The regular season came to a dra-

matic conclusion as the Cleveland
Browns reached the playoffs for the
first time since 2002, edging
Pittsburgh 24-22 to snap the NFL’s
longest active playoff drought. Half
the NFL’s 14 playoff berths were
decided Sunday with Cleveland
joined by the Baltimore Ravens,
Tennessee Titans, Los Angeles Rams,
Chicago Bears and Indianapolis Colts
for the post-season chase that opens
Saturday. AFC games next weekend
find Indy at Buffalo, Baltimore at
Tennessee and Cleveland again facing
the Steelers in Pittsburgh.

NFC games find the Rams at
Seattle, Chicago at New Orleans and
Tampa Bay at Washington. Cleveland’s
Nick Chubb and Jarvis Landry each
ran for a touchdown and Baker
Mayfield threw for another as the
Browns sealed their first playoff
appearance since 2002. “We wanted
this. I could see that determination,”
Browns coach Kevin Stefanski said.
“It’s not over. We’ve got work left to
do. I like how this team responds when
their back is up against the wall.”
Lamar Jackson threw for 113 yards and
three touchdowns and ran 11 times for
97 yards to spark Baltimore over
Cincinnati 38-3. — AFP 

CLEVELAND: James Conner #30 of the Pittsburgh Steelers is tackled by Karl Joseph #42
and Myles Garrett #95 of the Cleveland Browns in the fourth quarter at FirstEnergy
Stadium on January 03, 2021. — AFP


