
KUALA LUMPUR: A French-Irish teenager with
learning difficulties died by misadventure after dis-
appearing in the Malaysian jungle on a family holi-
day and no one else was involved, a coroner ruled
yesterday. The family of Nora Quoirin said they
were “utterly disappointed” by the verdict, which
also saw the coroner rule there was no sign the 15-
year-old was murdered or sexually assaulted.

The teen’s body was discovered after a massive
hunt through the rainforest following her disappear-
ance from a resort outside Kuala Lumpur in 2019.
Police insisted there was no foul play and an autop-
sy conducted in Malaysia found that she probably
starved and died of internal bleeding after days in
the jungle.

But her parents believed she had been abducted,
saying the teen would never have climbed out of the
window of the chalet where they were staying in the
dead of night, as authorities believe. However, fol-
lowing an inquest in Malaysia, Coroner Maimoonah
Aid ruled she died by misadventure, indicating it
was accidental rather than a crime. “After hearing all
the relevant evidence, I rule that there was no one
involved in the death of Nora Anne,” she told a
court in the city of Seremban.

“It is more probable than not that she died by
misadventure.” The teen likely left the family
accommodation “on her own and subsequently got
lost,” she said, handing down her ruling online due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The schoolgirl’s body was found in a stream in
the jungle near the resort after a 10-day hunt that
included hundreds of rescuers, helicopters and snif-

fer dogs. But the family said in a statement the rul-
ing “focused exclusively on physical evidence and
physical mobility-which we believe, presents a very
incomplete/select theory on how Nora came about
her death”.

Her parents watched the ruling being delivered
online. Their Malaysian lawyer, S. Sakthyvell, said
the family had a further legal avenue-applying for a
revision of the verdict at the High Court-and were
thinking about whether to pursue it. 

Family were ‘jet-lagged’
The coroner took two hours to deliver the ver-

dict, going through the testimony from over 40 wit-
nesses that was presented during the inquest from
late August to December. As well as saying there
was no evidence to support the theories of homi-
cide or sexual assault, she decided against an “open
verdict”-something which the teen’s family had
pushed for.  Instead, Maimoonah suggested the teen
may have been left disoriented after a long and
exhausting trip from Britain and activities at the
Dusun resort on the day of their arrival in August
2019. “The family (were) all jet-lagged and tired,”
she said. “Nora Anne had also shown her level of
tiredness increase.”

This made it likely that the teen, in a “strange and
new place”, had wandered out of the London-based
family’s accommodation of her own accord on their
first night at the resort, she said. 

During the inquest, the teen’s parents said they
heard mysterious “muffled noises” coming from the
accommodation the night of the schoolgirl’s disap-

pearance, fuelling their belief she was snatched.
In their testimony, police had reiterated their

view the teen had wandered off alone and defended
their approach, insisting a thorough search was
conducted. But her parents, who testified via video-
link, criticized authorities for their response to their
daughter’s disappearance as too slow.

The five-hectare (12-acre) resort is next to a
patch of thick jungle and in the foothills of a moun-
tain range. The teen had a condition known as holo-
prosencephaly, where the brain fails to develop nor-
mally. She had limited verbal communication and
could only write a few words. She attended a school
for young people with learning difficulties. — AFP
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In this file handout from the Royal Malaysia Police taken and released on August 10, 2019, Meabh Jaseprine
Quoirin (center) and Sebastien Marie Philipe (right), the parents of missing 15-year-old Franco-Irish teenager Nora
Quoirin, stand with the police as they continue to search for her in Seremban. — AFP
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Beijing vaccinates
thousands in 
COVID-19 jab drive
BEIJING: Thousands of people lined up in
Beijing to receive a COVID-19 vaccine as China
races to inoculate millions before the Chinese
New Year mass travel season in February. More
than 73,000 people in the Chinese capital have
received the first dose of the vaccine over the
last couple of days, state media reported
Sunday, including community workers and bus
drivers.

Health authorities on New Year’s Eve granted
“conditional” approval to a vaccine candidate
made by Chinese pharma giant Sinopharm,
which the company said had a 79 percent effi-
cacy rate.

An AFP journalist saw people being bussed
into a temporary vaccine center at a central
park, after being instructed to fill in electronic
forms about their health status and any allergies
at an outside gate.

Some were wearing two layers of surgical
face masks. One man surnamed Gu, a catering
worker in his 30s, told AFP his employer had
booked him a vaccine appointment at the cen-
ter, and that he wanted the jab “for peace of
mind.” “I believe any adverse effects will be
controllable,” he said.

Footage from state broadcaster CCTV
showed queues outside local hospitals and
community health centers as people waited to
read consent forms and have their temperatures
taken before getting the jab. Health officials said
gyms and empty factories were among centers
being used for the vaccination program. China
plans to vaccinate millions this winter in the
run-up to Lunar New Year in mid-February.
Beijing has already administered around 4.5
million doses of largely unproven emergency
vaccines this year-mostly to health workers and
other state employees destined for overseas
jobs, according to authorities. — AFP

Scores mourn
miners killed in
Pakistan attack 
QUETTA: Thousands of mourners
from a minority community in
Pakistan on Monday protested along-
side the bodies of miners killed in an
attack claimed by the Islamic State
group. The 10 miners were kidnapped
before dawn on Sunday as they slept
near the remote coal mine in the
southwestern mountainous Machh
area — 60 kilometers southeast of
Quetta city, local government official
Abid Saleem said. 

Up to 2,500 protesters gathered
with eight of the bodies in coffins and
blocked a bypass on the outskirts of
Quetta, capital of oil and gas-rich
Balochistan province, demanding jus-
tice. “We will not end our protest until
the arrest of all the assassins,” chief of
Balochistan Shiite Conference, Agha
Daud, said. “The latest wave of
killings will spread to other cities

including Quetta if a decisive action is
not taken at this stage,” he added.
Security officials who did not want to
be named told AFP the attackers first
separated the miners before tying
their hands and feet and taking them
into the hills to kill them. At least four
were beheaded, they added.

Two of the miners were Afghans
and their bodies have been sent to
Afghanistan for burial, a local security
official said. Officials on Monday clar-
ified ten people had died in the attack,
revising a previous death toll of 11.
Extremist group IS claimed the attack,
according to SITE Intelligence, which
monitors jihadist activities worldwide.
Ethnic Hazaras make up most of the
Shiite population in Quetta, the capi-
tal of Balochistan-the country’s
largest and poorest region, rife with
ethnic, sectarian and separatist insur-
gencies. They have proven to be par-
ticularly vulnerable with their distinct
Central Asian features making them
easy targets for Sunni militants who
consider them heretics.

Pakistani officials have long denied
the presence of IS in the country, but
the group has claimed a number of

attacks in the past including a bomb-
ing at a vegetable market in 2019.
Though Pakistan’s mines are notori-
ous for poor safety standards, such
attacks against miners are rare.

Pakistan has long been a cauldron

of unrest and sectarian violence,
with the official Islamic Republic
home to myriad sects of Islam and
religious minorities that have been
targeted by violent extremists for
decades. — AFP

QUETTA, Pakistan: Mourners from the Shiite Hazara community react as they gather
with the coffins of the miners who were killed in an attack by gunmen in the moun-
tainous Machh area, during a sit-in protest at the eastern bypass, on the outskirts of
Quetta yesterday. — AFP

US military
blames Taleban 
for killings
KABUL: The US military yesterday
blamed the Taleban for a spate of
assassinations of prominent Afghans,
the first time Washington has directly
accused the insurgent group of the
killings.

The charge comes as the Afghan
government and Taleban were yester-
day to resume peace talks in Qatar, as
both sides seek an end to the long-
running conflict. “The Taleban’s cam-
paign of unclaimed attacks and target-
ed killings of government officials, civil
society leaders & journalists must...
cease for peace to succeed,” Colonel
Sonny Leggett, spokesman for US
forces in Afghanistan, said on Twitter.

The deputy governor of Kabul
province, five journalists, and a promi-
nent election activist have been among
those assassinated since November.
Afghan officials blame the Taliban for
the killings, but the hardline group has
denied the charge, while the rival
Islamic State group says its fighters
were responsible for some of them.

Leggett’s statement comes as the
Taleban accused US forces of carrying
out air strikes against insurgents in
Kandahar, Nangarhar and Helmand
provinces in recent days. The Taleban
said the strikes violated an agreement
signed in February that paved the way
for the withdrawal of all foreign forces
by May 2021. Leggett said the US
would continue to defend Afghan
forces against Taleban attacks.

Violence has surged across
Afghanistan, with the Taliban and gov-
ernment forces fighting daily across
swathes of rural areas. The Taleban
carried out more than 18,000 attacks

in 2020, Afghanistan’s spy chief Ahmad
Zia Siraj told lawmakers Monday.

Nishank Motwani of the Afghanistan
Research and Evaluation Unit said the
insurgents would not claim responsibil-

ity for the killings while peace talks
were ongoing, but nevertheless wanted
to demonstrate to its cadre “that the
Taleban are who they are and have not
changed”. — AFP 

KABUL: In this file photo, members of the Afghan security forces stand at the site of an
attack in Kabul. — AFP

PM weighs
virus emergency
for Tokyo 
TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga said yesterday he
was considering declaring a state of
emergency in the greater Tokyo area
over a “very severe” third wave of
coronavirus infections. Speaking at a
regular new year press conference,
Suga also said he hoped vaccinations
would begin in Japan in late February,
adding that he would be among the
first to receive one.

He urged people to avoid non-
essential outings, and said the gov-
ernment would introduce legislation
to penalize businesses that flout
requests to shorten hours or close, as
well as provide incentives to those
who abide by such calls. Suga also
insisted the government was still
committed to holding the virus-post-

poned Tokyo 2020 Olympics this
summer, saying the Games would be
“proof that mankind overcame the
virus”. Suga, who took office in
September, has faced increasing
pressure over his government’s
response to record numbers of new
infections.

Tokyo yesterday recorded 884
new infections, and said the number
of serious cases-those on a ventilator
or ECMO machine-rose to a record
108. On Saturday, Tokyo governor
Yuriko Koike, joined by governors
from three neighboring regions, called
on the central government to impose
a state of emergency in their areas.

But the government has been reti-
cent to take measures that could send
the economy back into reverse, soon
after it exited a recession. However,
Suga said he realized “a stronger
message was necessary”. “The
national government will consider
issuing a state of emergency,” he said,
adding that it would prioritize meas-
ures to reduce infection risks from
drinking and dining.

Japan imposed a first state of
emergency in spring, allowing local
governors to call on businesses to
close and to request people to stay at
home. The measure carries no penal-
ties for non-compliance, but the
requests were widely observed this

spring. The scope of any new emer-
gency remains unclear, though the
Nikkei daily reported the government
would not seek school closures. Suga
said “limited and focused measures”
would be effective, without specify-
ing further. — AFP

TOKYO: (From Left) Saitama Governor Motohiro Ono, Chiba Governor Kensaku Morita,
Japan’s Economy Minister Yasutoshi Nishimura, Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike and
Kanagawa Governor Yuji Kuroiwa speak with media in Tokyo after a meeting where the
respective governors met with Japan’s minister in charge of the coronavirus response,
calling for a new state of emergency to be imposed in their areas. — AFP

Australian ‘lives 
and homes’ at risk 
as fire nears Perth
PERTH: An out-of-control bushfire threatened
lives and homes in Australia’s west coast city of
Perth yesterday, with locals told to shelter in place
from toxic fumes. Residents in several suburbs
south of Perth have been warned to be on watch
as around 150 firefighters battled a blaze which
has razed more than 230 hectares since Saturday.
The local emergency department downgraded the
fire from earlier “emergency” level, but warned
there was still “a possible threat to lives and
homes as a fire is burning in the area and condi-
tions are changing”.

It is not known what triggered the fire.
Hazardous and reeking fumes emanating from a
burning rubbish tip are also causing concern, with
locals told to “shelter in place for safety”.

Several roads were forced to close and
motorists have been told not to travel to the fire-
stricken area.

There are other wildfires in and around the
Perth metropolitan area too, including one that
forced the evacuation of a retirement village on
Sunday in the southeast suburb of Gosnells. About
60 people were moved to safety and an evacua-
tion center has been set up in the area.  — AFP


