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News in brief

Kuwait hopeful for oil 
market recovery

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity
and Water Dr Mohammad Al-Fares said, prior to his
participation in the OPEC+ meeting yesterday, that
Kuwait supports decisions that would maintain the oil
market stability, especially considering negative conse-
quences due to COVID-19, according to a press state-
ment issued by the Oil Ministry. OPEC+ demonstrated
its pioneering role in maintaining the stability of oil
markets in order to ensure the common interest of con-
suming and oil-producing countries, encouraging the
confidence among investors in the oil industry, he
underlined. While the effects of the second COVID-19
wave overall must be cautioned, with the start of vac-
cines distributed to several countries worldwide, it is
expected that the demand for oil will gradually recover,
especially during the second half of 2021, which opens
up a chance to overcome the damages to the global
economy after the COVID-19 wave recedes, conse-
quently the demand for oil and petroleum products
grows, he mentioned. 

More Kuwaitis apply
for private sector jobs

KUWAIT: The number of Kuwaitis applying for jobs in the
private sector increased in 2020 for the first time in eight
years, Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday, quoting
official statistics. An estimated 52.3 percent of Kuwaitis
who registered for jobs in the Public Authority for
Manpower’s employment system have shown a desire to
work in the private sector, compared to 39.8 percent in
2019, according to the 2020 national labor report issued
by the authority. Meanwhile, the number of Kuwaitis regis-
tered as looking for jobs in 2020 dropped by 2,038, so the
number of those waiting for a job by the start of 2021
reached 16,260 citizen, the report showed. 
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Shortage in
2021 calendars
in Kuwait?
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: By the end of December till early January,
people usually receive calendars from companies
and friends. This year however, many have com-
plained of a paucity of calendars. “I normally get five
to 10 calendars every year and I give them away to
people I know. But I am very disappointed that I got
nothing this year. The desk calendar is very impor-
tant to me because every time I go to the office, I
can check the date and my appointments for the day.
I write everything on the calendar on my desk, but I

don’t have one now,” said Noor, an Egyptian expat. 
“After my cellphone, the calendar is the next very

important thing for me as I am a secretary. I received
one calendar this year but I gave it away, thinking I
will get more from other companies. It’s the fourth of
January today and I am afraid of not getting any
more calendars,” she told Kuwait Times. Noor said
the calendar is easier to refer to when you need to
make an immediate decision. “I don’t use a smart-
phone to view my appointments. It is easier to use a
calendar,” she added.

A well-known computer institute in Kuwait City
told Kuwait Times they not only cut their calendar
budget, but also decided to get rid of other unneces-
sary expenses because of the low number of
enrollees, and also because attitudes have changed.
“The digital calendar is in. The smartphone is there
and the digital calendar can be viewed any time. So
we stopped printing calendars,” said Faruk, the own-
er of the institute.

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Stray cats wander as people are seen in the background in a market in Kuwait City. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NEW DELHI: The Subject
Expert Committee of Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO) met
on 1st and 2nd January, 2021
and made recommendations
in respect of proposal for
Restr icted Emergency
Approval of COVID-19 virus
vaccine of  M/s Serum
Institute of India and M/s
Bharat Biotech as well  as
Phase III clinical trial of M/s
Cadila Healthcare Ltd.

The Subject  Expert
Committee consists  of
domain knowledge experts
from the f ie lds of  pul-
monology, immunology,
microbiology, pharmacolo-
gy, pediatrics, internal med-
icine, etc.

M/s Serum Institute of
India, Pune has presented a
Recombinant Chimpanzee
Adenovirus vector vaccine
(Covishield) encoding the
SARS-CoV-2 Spike (S) glyco-
protein with technology trans-
fer from AstraZeneca/Oxford
University. 

The firm submitted safety,
immunogenicity and efficacy
data generated on 23,745 par-
ticipants aged 18 years or old-
er from overseas clinical stud-
ies. The overall vaccine effica-
cy was found to be 70.42
percent. Further, M/s Serum
was granted permission to
conduct Phase-II/III clinical
trial on 1600 participants
within the country. The firm
also submitted the interim
safety and immunogenicity
data generated from this tri-
al and the data was found
comparable with the data
from the overseas clinical
studies. After detailed delib-
erat ions Subject  Expert

Committee has recommend-
ed for the grant of permis-
sion for restricted use in
emergency situation subject
to certain regulatory condi-
t ions . The c l in ical  tr ia l
ongoing within the country
by the firm will continue.

M/s Bharat Biotech has
developed a Whole Virion
Inactivated Corona Virus
Vaccine (Covaxin) in collab-
oration with ICMR and NIV
(Pune) , f rom where they
received the virus seed
strains. 

This  vacc ine  i s  deve l-
oped on Vero cell platform,
which has well established
track record of safety and
efficacy in the country and
globally.

The firm has generated
safety and immunogenicity
data in  var ious animal
species such as mice, rats,
rabbits, Syrian hamster, and
also conducted challenge
studies on non-human pri-
mates (Rhesus macaques)
and hamsters. All these data
has been shared by the firm
with CDSCO. Phase I and
Phase II clinical trials were
conducted in approximately
800 subjects and the results
have demonstrated that the
vaccine is safe and provides
a robust immune response.
The Phase III efficacy trial
was in i t iated in  India in
25,800 volunteers and till
date, around 22,500 partici-
pants have been vaccinated
across the country and the
vaccine has been found to
be safe as  per  the data
available till date.

The Subject  Expert
Committee (SEC) has
reviewed the data on safety

and immunogenicity of the
vaccine and recommended
for grant of permission for
restricted use in emergency
situation in public interest
as an abundant precaution,
in clinical trial mode, to have
more options for vaccina-
tions, especially in case of
infection by mutant strains.
The clinical trial ongoing
within the country by the
firm will continue.

M/s Cadi la  Healthcare
Ltd, has developed a Novel
Corona Virus-2019-nCov-
Vaccine using DNA plat-
form technology. The firm
initiated Phase-I/II clinical
trial in India in more than
1000 participants which is
ongoing. 

The interim data suggests
that the vaccine is safe and
immunogenic with three
doses when administered
intradermally. Accordingly,
firm has sought permission
to conduct Phase-III clinical
trial in 26000 Indian partic-
ipants, which has been rec-
ommended by the Subject
Expert  Commit tee . M/s
Serum and M/s  Bharat
Biotech vaccines have to be
administered in two doses.
All the three vaccines have
to be stored at 2-80 C.

After adequate examina-
tion, CDSCO has decided to
accept the recommendations
of the Expert  Committee
and accordingly, vaccines of
M/s Serum and M/s Bharat
Biotech are being approved
for restricted use in emer-
gency situation and permis-
sion is being granted to M/s
Cadila Healthcare for con-
duct of the Phase III clinical
trial. —Indian Embassy

Statement by Drugs Controller
General of India on COVID-19 vaccine


