
KUWAIT: This file photo shows used tires in the northern area of Rahya. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The new National Assembly begins its
regular sessions of the new term today with an
anticipated heated debate in which opposition MPs
will demand a judiciary and parliamentary probe
into events that took place at the inaugural session
more than two weeks ago. Opposition MP Thamer
Al-Suwait said MPs will demand to refer those who
carried out the events of the “Black Tuesday” to the
public prosecution for a criminal investigation.

They will also demand the formation of a parlia-
mentary committee with a full mandate to investi-
gate what happened at the inaugural session.
Suwait also warned that he and other lawmakers
will hold the prime minister to account, as he was a
witness to the events.

Lawmakers opposed to the election of speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem claim that dozens of support-
ers of Ghanem, including his brother Khaled, were
allowed into the assembly session illegally. The
group caused an uproar during the election, insult-
ing opposition MPs and stirring chaos in the gallery
before the sitting temporary speaker evicted them.

MPs also claim that the assembly secretariat had
leaked illegal ballot papers for the speaker election
which raises the prospect of forgery. The assembly
office has already formed its own investigation pan-
el and asked lawmakers to provide it with evidence.

However, opposition MPs called its formation a
“farce” saying it includes members who are a par-

ty to the problem. MP Osama Al-Munawer said
the formation of the panel is unprecedented and
he and nine other MPs submitted a motion to can-
cel the committee and form a parliamentary inves-
tigation panel.

Human rights
In the meantime, the assembly’s human rights

panel yesterday invited Interior Minister Sheikh
Thamer Al-Sabah for a meeting this week to
assess the human rights situation in the country,

especially the case of a stateless man who com-
mitted suicide and the case of another stateless
man who was brutally murdered by four citizens,
including a serviceman.

MP Munawer also said he has submitted a pro-
posal banning the government from granting aid to
foreign countries without the prior consent of the
National Assembly. MPs have charged the govern-

ment of being generous to foreign governments
while ignoring Kuwaiti citizens’ needs.

The assembly manpower development commit-
tee has sent a letter to the national assembly asking
for permission to conduct a comprehensive study

on the employment of citizens and the policy of
replacing expats employed in the public sector with
Kuwaitis. MP Hesham Al-Saleh asked authorities
why Kuwait municipality appointed expat legal
consultants while refusing to appoint citizens. 
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Firemen battle
two blazes
KUWAIT: Firemen put out a blaze reported in
an Industrial Shuwaikh garage yesterday, and
another that gutted a heavy duty vehicle in
Dhajeej. No injuries were reported in both inci-
dents, and investigations went underway to
reveal the causes of the fires. 

EPA issues licenses
to dispose used
tires in Rahaya
KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority
(EPA) issued yesterday new licenses to com-
panies to dispose used tires in the northern
area of Al-Rahya, and to evacuate South Saad
Al-Abdullah residential site from any haz-
ardous materials, in preparation to be handed
over to the Public Authority for Housing
Welfare. EPA Chairman of the Board of
Directors and Director General of the

Authority Sheikh Abdullah Al-Sabah said that
the issuance of these licenses came as a result
cabinet decisions assigned to EPA to super-
vise the condition of Al-Rahaya area and take
the necessary measures to get rid of used tires
in that area as soon as possible. Sheikh
Abdullah added that this step also came to
recycle tires, convert them to be used in facto-
ries, and use them in industries and activities
to convert waste into energy inside and out-
side Kuwait. The chairman added the step is
also to improve the environment in the coun-
try and contribute to waste recycling activi-
ties. He mentioned that the number of tires in
that region ranges between 30 and 50 million,
according to the concerned authorities’
reports. — KUNA

Minister refers 
roads’ damages
report to Nazaha
KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Dr Rana Al-
Fares referred a report to Public Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) about damages in roads
caused by rain fall and amongst recommendations
was improving designing criteria of rain drainage
networks in future projects. Ministry Spokesman
Abdullah Al-Ajmi said Fares, also Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs, approved the techni-
cal recommendations of the report. He said roads
paved since April 2019 were not damaged. Roads
that were damaged were old, said Ajmi, and it was
the contractor’s responsibility to fix them in
accordance with the contract. — KUNA

KUWAIT: This December 31, 2020 file photo shows a damaged road
near the Friday Market. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Minister receives
Fire Force guide
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh received Kuwait Fire Force Chief Lt
Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad, who presented to
him a copy of the structural guide of
Kuwait Fire Force for 2020. Deputy
General Director for Human Resources
Development Maj Gen Mohammad Al-
Shatti accompanied Mekrad in the visit.


