
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is scheduled to depart 
Kuwait today to Saudi Arabia to head the State of 
Kuwait’s delegation participating in the 41st GCC 
Summit. His Highness the Amir had received at 
Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
His Highness the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 
received as well Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. In the 
meantime, His Highness the Crown Prince received 
Speaker Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Sabah 

Al-Khaled at Bayan Palace. His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal also received Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali, 
Saleh, Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Interior Minister 
Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. 

 
Enhancing cooperation 

The Gulf Cooperation Council’s (GCC) 41st 
Summit kicks off today at the invitation of the 
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud with the 
participation of the member states’ leaders. The 
summit is hosted in the historic city of Al-Ula in 
northwest Saudi Arabia amid the exceptional cir-
cumstances due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
reflects the keenness of the Gulf leaders to contin-
ue coordination and cooperation under the umbrel-
la of this interconnected system. On Sunday, the 

GCC Secretary-General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf point-
ed out that the economic file will be the title of the 
fifth decade of the GCC’s march by strengthening 
and supporting joint action to contribute to restor-
ing economic recovery, restoring growth and 
returning to normalcy after the pandemic and 
achieving sustainable development goals.  

Saudi Arabia is hosting the GCC Summit for a 
third consecutive year. The GCC leaders are 
scheduled to discuss a number of important 
issues to enhance the process of cooperation 
and integration among the member states in 
political, defense, security, economic and social 
fields, in addition to discussing regional and 
international political developments and the 
reflection of the security situation in the region 
on the six GCC states. 

Chronology 
The first summit was held in Abu Dhabi in May 

1981. The Emirati capital also held the summit in 
1986, 1992, 1998, 2005 and 2010. Riyadh hosted the 
summit in 1981, 1987, 1993, 1999, 2006, 2011, 2015, 
2018 and 2019. The Qatari capital, Doha, hosted the 
summit in 1983, 1990, 1996, 2002, 2007 and 2014. 
Kuwait hosted the summit seven times; in 1984, 
1991, 1997, 2003, 2009, 2013, and 2017. The GCC 
summit was held in the Bahraini capital, Manama, in 
1982, 1988, 1994, 2000, 2004, 2012 and 2016. 
Oman’s Muscat hosted the summit in 1985, 1989, 
1995, 2001 and 2008. The GCC is a regional inter-
governmental political and economic union consist-
ing of all Arab states of the Arabian Gulf - Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. — KUNA 
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northwest of the country, with production capac-

ity of 1,452 barrels per day (bpd) of light oil. The 
second was in Al-Qashaniya in northern Kuwait, 
with production capacity of 1,819 bpd of light oil 
and 2.78 million cubic feet of associated gas per 
day. This discovery has great economic importance 
as it sheds light on large undiscovered areas in the 
western and northwestern parts of Kuwait, which 
will contribute directly to increasing oil reserves 
and the production capacity according to KOC’s 
2040 strategic plan, he said.  

Fares also noted the two new discoveries add 
strategic importance to the northern part of 
Kuwait, as the area has not been explored before. A 
conventional oilfield was also discovered in the 
north of the Great Burgan field, as oil flowed in 
commercial quantities from several wells drilled 
during 2020 to determine the extent of the field, 
with a daily production rate of more than 2,000 
barrels, Fares added.  

The results give KOC access to easy and low-
cost reserves, which supports the company’s efforts 
to maintain its competitive advantage between 
countries and oil companies, indicating that the 
company will drill new wells in the discovered fields 
to boost production, he said. Fares praised the suc-
cess of KOC in achieving these three discoveries in 
2020, despite the conditions that the country faced 
in light of the COVID pandemic. —  KUNA   
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets a number of Cabinet ministers. 
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It is the latest and most important suspension of 

nuclear commitments by Iran under a landmark 2015 
deal, starting in 2019, and in response to US President 
Donald Trump’s dramatic withdrawal from the accord 
in May 2018, with the US imposing crippling eco-
nomic sanctions on Tehran. 

“The process for producing 20 percent enriched 
uranium has started at Shahid Alimohammadi enrich-
ment complex (Fordo),” government spokesman Ali 
Rabiei said, quoted on the website of the state broad-
caster. According to the official, President Hassan 
Rouhani ordered the enrichment “in recent days”, and 
“the gas injection process started as of hours ago”. 

The UN nuclear watchdog confirmed yesterday 
that Iran had started the process of enriching uranium 
to 20 percent. “Iran today began feeding uranium 
already enriched up to 4.1 percent U-235 into six 
centrifuge cascades at the Fordo Fuel Enrichment 
Plant for further enrichment up to 20 percent,” a 
statement from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said. 

The statement added that “IAEA inspectors were 
present at the site to detach the Agency’s seal from a 
cylinder with the feed material” and that “the cylinder 
was then connected to the feeding line to start the 
production of uranium enriched up to 20 percent”. A 
total of 1,044 IR-1 centrifuges were being used in the 
process, the IAEA said. 

The European Union yesterday said that Iran’s 
enrichment program would be a “considerable 
departure” from deal. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu reacted angrily to the news of enrich-
ment. “Iran’s decision to continue violating its com-
mitments, to raise the enrichment level and advance 
the industrial ability to enrich uranium underground, 
cannot be explained in any way except as the contin-
ued realization of its intention to develop a military 

nuclear program,” Netanyahu said in a statement 
yesterday. “Israel will not allow Iran to manufacture 
nuclear weapons.” 

The seizure of the South Korean-flagged tanker 
came at the request of Hormozgan Province’s maritime 
organization and upon the order of the provincial 
prosecutor, Sepahnews said. The arrested crew were 
from South Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Myanmar, 
the Guards said, without giving further details. A pho-
to released by the website appeared to show three 
speedboats and a patrol boat approaching the tanker. 
The Guards’ statement did not specify where was the 
tanker was seized or transferred to. 

The British body, United Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations, said in a message that there had been “an 
interaction” in the Strait of Hormuz between a mer-
chant vessel and Iranian authorities early yesterday, 
which had caused the ship to “make an alteration of 
course North and ... into Iranian waters”. Fars news 
agency had earlier reported that the ship “has been 
seized in Persian Gulf waters (...) and transferred to 
our country’s ports.” 

Meanwhile, the US reversed a decision to bring an 
aircraft carrier home from the Gulf Sunday, with the 
Pentagon saying that due to “recent threats” by Iran 
the USS Nimitz would stay in position. The Nimitz 
has been patrolling Gulf waters since late November, 
but in a statement issued on Dec 31, acting US 
defense secretary Christopher C Miller ordered the 
vessel to “transit directly home to complete a nearly 
10-month deployment”. 

The New York Times, quoting US officials, said 
this move was part of a “de-escalatory” signal to 
Tehran to avoid a conflict in President Donald 
Trump’s last days in office. However, Miller issued a 
new statement changing course on Sunday. “Due to 
the recent threats issued by Iranian leaders against 
President Trump and other US government officials, I 
have ordered the USS Nimitz to halt its routine rede-
ployment,” he said. 

“The USS Nimitz will now remain on station in the 
US Central Command area of operations. No one 
should doubt the resolve of the United States of 
America.” He did not elaborate on the threats 
involved. — Agencies 
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Moris, who has two young sons with Assange, said 

the ruling was “a victory” but she would not celebrate 
until he was free and also appealed to US President 
Donald Trump. “End this now,” she said outside the 
court. “Tear down these prison walls, that our little 
boys have their father, for Julian, the press, for all of 
us.” His supporters had gathered since early morning, 
defying police warnings to disperse because of coron-
avirus restrictions. They erupted in cheers and shouted 
“Free Assange!” The ruling follows more than a decade 
of legal controversies. Assange and his lawyers have 
long argued that the protracted case was politically 
motivated. However, the US government gave notice it 
will challenge the decision, and has two weeks to lodge 
its grounds to appeal. Assange was remanded in cus-
tody until a bail hearing tomorrow. 

Any decision to block extradition should meet a 
high bar given Britain’s treaty obligations, Baraitser 
said. But she rejected US experts’ testimony that 
Assange would be protected from self-harm, noting 
that others such as disgraced US financier Jeffrey 
Epstein had managed to kill themselves in custody 

despite wardens’ supervision. “For this reason I have 
decided extradition would be oppressive by reason of 
mental harm and I order his discharge,” she said. 

The US non-profit Freedom of the Press 
Foundation said the case against Assange was “the 
most dangerous threat to US press freedom in 
decades”. “The extradition request was not decided 
on press freedom grounds; rather the judge essential-
ly ruled the US prison system was too repressive to 
extradite.” Fugitive US whistleblower Edward 
Snowden said he hoped the ruling would mark “the 
end” of the case against Assange. 

Assange is wanted on 18 charges in the United 
States relating to the 2010 release by WikiLeaks of 
500,000 secret files detailing aspects of military 
campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq. If convicted in the 
United States, he faces up to 175 years in jail. Before 
the ruling, both Germany and a UN rights expert 
expressed concern over the human rights and human-
itarian problems presented by the extradition. 

Assange has a history of depression and a respira-
tory condition that makes him more vulnerable to 
COVID-19, which has infected several inmates at the 
high-security prison where he has been held in 
London. He has also complained of hearing imaginary 
voices and music during his detention. UN special 
rapporteur on torture Nils Melzer has urged Trump 
to pardon Assange, saying he is not “an enemy of the 
American people”. — AFP  
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“There’s nothing wrong with saying, you know, um, 

that you’ve recalculated” the vote tally, Trump is heard 
saying on the tape. “You’re off by hundreds of thou-
sands of votes.” Raffensperger is heard responding: 
“Well, Mr President, the challenge that you have is, the 
data you have is wrong.” 

Biden won the long Republican-leaning state by 
fewer than 12,000 votes - a narrow margin, but one 
that has remained unchanged through a series of 
recounts and audits. “The current margin is only 
11,779. Brad, I think you agree with that, right?” Trump 
says. “So look. All I want to do is this. I just want to find 
11,780 votes.” 

Making Trump’s call more surprising is the fact that 
even a hypothetical reversal in Georgia, which has 16 
Electoral College votes, would not overturn victory by 
Biden, who won by a margin of 306 to 232. Ahead of 
the release of the audio, Trump tweeted about the call, 
saying that Raffensperger “was unwilling, or unable, to 
answer questions such as the ‘ballots under table’ scam, 
ballot destruction, out of state ‘voters’, dead voters, 
and more.” Raffensperger tweeted back, also ahead of 
the release of the audio, saying: “Respectfully, 
President Trump: What you’re saying is not true. The 
truth will come out.” After the release, the White House 
declined to comment. Some political commentators 

compared the call to the Watergate tapes that led to 
the fall of past US president Richard Nixon. Carl 
Bernstein, one of the reporters who helped bring down 
Nixon’s presidency, called it “the ultimate smoking gun 
tape”, Under Georgia law, Raffensperger can legally 
have taped the conversation without Trump’s consent. 

Democrats reacted furiously. Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris slammed it as “the voice of desperation” 
and a “bald-faced, bold abuse of power by the 
President of the United States” during a rally in 
Savannah, Georgia. One moderate Republican, 
Congressman Adam Kinzinger, tweeted: “This is 
absolutely appalling. To every member of Congress 
considering objecting to the election results, you can-
not - in light of this - do so with a clean conscience.” 

News of the Trump tape came hours after the US 
Congress opened its new session Sunday. Pelosi, the 
highest-ranking woman in the history of US politics, 
will serve another term as speaker of the House after 
her reelection. Pelosi, 80, faced a scare when five fel-
low Democrats defected and voted “present” or for 
someone else during the floor vote. But the woman 
who is third in line to the presidency secured her 
fourth - and perhaps final - non-consecutive term as 
House speaker by earning 216 votes versus 209 for 
Republican leader Kevin McCarthy.  

In a symbolic gesture beginning the 117th Congress, 
McCarthy formally handed the speaker’s gavel over to 
Pelosi, who raised it in triumph as Democrats cheered 
and applauded. “We begin the new Congress during a 
time of extraordinary difficulty,” Pelosi told the cham-
ber, noting the toll of 350,000 dead and 20 million 
infected by COVID-19. —AFP

Outrage as Trump  
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