
PCR test must on arrival  
 
KUWAIT: All passengers arriving in Kuwait are 
required to undergo a PCR test at the airport, 
according to a statement by the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation. Travelers to Kuwait 
will have to undergo a PCR test up to 96 hours 
prior to their departure, register on the Shlonik 
app and quarantine at home for 14-days upon 
arrival. Those leaving Kuwait must register on 
the Kuwait Mosafer platform and conduct a 
PCR test if needed.  

 
 

Chronic patients have priority  
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry said people with 
chronic diseases and special needs should be 
prioritized as a mass inoculation campaign 
against COVID-19 continues, with health work-
ers and the elderly already at the front of the 
line. The shots will be administered on a “priori-
ty basis” through online pre-registration. The 
measure also aims to protect the most exposed 
groups and those higher at risk of developing 
COVID-19 complications, the ministry statement 
added. — KUNA  
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WASHINGTON: Speaker Nancy Pelosi holds the gavel 
on the House floor in the US Capitol after becoming 
speaker of the 117th Congress on Monday. — AFP  

Amir sends message to Qatari leader

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah conveys a verbal 
message from HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al-Thani yesterday on the solid and brotherly relations between Kuwait and Qatar and 
regional and international developments. — KUNA  

Kuwait makes  
three oil and  
gas discoveries 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait has made three oil and gas 
discoveries, including one next to the giant 
Burgan field, the country’s biggest, potentially 
helping to boost the reserves of OPEC’s fourth 
largest producer.  

Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity 
and Water Mohammad Al-Fares announced 
yesterday the discovery of two new oilfields of 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) in different regions 
of the country, in addition to the discovery of 
the extension of the northern part of the Great 
Burgan field.  In a statement to KUNA, Fares 
said the first discovery was in Houma field  
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TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards said yesterday it had 
seized a South Korean-flagged 
tanker in Gulf waters for breaking 
“maritime environmental laws”. 
“A ship owned by South Korea 
was seized by our force’s (navy) 
this morning,” the Guards said on 
its website Sepahnews. “This 
tanker was headed from Saudi 
Arabia’s Al Jubail port and was 
seized due to the repeated 
infringement of maritime environ-
mental laws,” it added. It identi-
fied the ship as the South 
Korean-flagged Hankuk Chemi, 
which it said was carrying 7,200 
tons of “oil chemical products”.  

South Korea’s foreign min-
istry yesterday demanded the 
“early release” of the oil tanker. 
“The foreign ministry. . . is 
demanding an early release of 
the vessel,” it said in a statement, 
adding that it had confirmed the 
safety of the tanker’s crew. Seoul 
dispatched its anti-piracy unit to 
the Gulf immediately after 
receiving reports the ship had 

been seized, according to the 
defense ministry. 

News of the seizure comes 
amid renewed regional tensions 
particularly as Iran marks the first 
anniversary of the assassination 
of its revered commander Qasem 
Soleimani in a US drone strike in 

Jan 2020. Tehran yesterday also 
announced it had started the 
process to enrich uranium to 20 
percent purity at its underground 
Fordo facility, state media report-
ed, in a move which drew swift 
international concern. 
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A picture obtained from the Iranian news agency Tasnim yester-
day shows a South Korean-flagged tanker being escorted by 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards after being seized in the Gulf. — AFP  

Outrage as Trump  
asks to ‘find’ votes;   
Pelosi re-elected  
 
WASHINGTON: The release on Sunday by US 
media of a stunning audiotape in which President 
Donald Trump pressured Georgia’s secretary of 
state to “find” enough votes to overturn his election 
defeat there to Democrat Joe Biden sent shock-
waves across Washington. The tape, a rebel push by 
scores of Republican lawmakers to challenge 
Biden’s electoral win later this week, a pair of runoff 
elections in Georgia to decide control of the US 
Senate and expected pro-Trump protests in 

Washington are combining to set the stage for a 
fiery week in American politics. 

Lawmakers got back to work Sunday on Capitol 
Hill, where Democrat Nancy Pelosi was narrowly 
reelected as speaker of the House of 
Representatives, but the real political fireworks are 
to come later in the week. Following the release of 
the recording, Democrats and a few Republicans 
heaped scorn on the outgoing president, who fired 
off a tweetstorm of unsubstantiated claims of fraud 
in the Nov 3 election. 

The taped conversation between Trump and fel-
low Republican Brad Raffensperger, first obtained 
by The Washington Post, includes vague threats by 
Trump that Raffensperger and another official 
could face “a big risk” if they failed to take moves 
toward overturning Biden’s victory.  
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Gulf hunts fuel  
Pakistan falcon  
trafficking 
 
KARACHI: For years, Pakistan has 
stood at the nexus of the falcon trade, 
both as a source of the birds of prey, 
and then as a destination to hunt with 
them. Falcon poaching is officially 
banned, but demand for the birds is 
rising, according to the World Wildlife 
Fund in Pakistan. It estimates that up 
to 700 falcons were illegally smuggled 
out of the country last year alone, 

often by organized criminal networks. 
Their destination is normally Gulf 

countries, where falconry is a treas-
ured tradition. Owners treat the 
birds “like their own children”, said 
Margit Muller, the director of Abu 
Dhabi’s falcon hospital, which treats 
11,000 falcons annually, a number 
that has more than doubled in the 
past 10 years.  

Every winter, lavish hunting parties 
from the Gulf flock to Pakistan’s 
sprawling deserts, where they are giv-
en permits to use their falcons to hunt 
houbara bustards, a migratory bird 
wrongly prized as an aphrodisiac and 
classified as vulnerable by conserva-
tionists. — AFP (See Page 13)

KARACHI: In this picture taken on Nov 23, 2020, members of the 
Pakistan Falconry Association take care of falcons, confiscated by 
Pakistani authorities from smugglers, at a shelter. — AFP  

LONDON: Supporters of Wikileaks founder Julian Assange celebrate 
outside the Old Bailey court after a judge ruled that Assange should 
not be extradited to the United States yesterday. — AFP  

Court rejects  
extradition of  
Assange to US 
 
LONDON: A British judge yesterday 
blocked WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange’s extradition to the United 
States to face espionage charges, find-
ing he was at serious risk of suicide. 
District Judge Vanessa Baraitser said 
the 49-year-old Australian publisher’s 
actions in leaking secret documents 
went “well beyond” that of a journalist, 

and he would have been “well aware” 
of the dangers the leak posed. 

But facing the “harsh conditions” 
likely in the US jail system, Assange’s 
mental health would deteriorate, 
“causing him to commit suicide” with 
the determination of a person with 
autism spectrum disorder, she ruled, 
siding with a diagnosis by psycholo-
gists. Inside the Old Bailey court in 
central London, Assange wiped his 
forehead as the decision was 
announced while his fiancee Stella 
Moris burst into tears and was 
embraced by WikiLeaks editor-in-
chief Kristinn Hrafnsson. 
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