
Friday, January 1, 2021S p o r t s

Friday 39

NEWCASTLE: Liverpool squandered the
chance to open up a five-point lead at the top of
the Premier League in the final English top-flight
match of 2020 after being held to a goalless
draw by Newcastle on Wednesday. The 0-0
stalemate at St James’ Park means the champions
go into the New Year with a three-point lead
over Manchester United, having played a game
more. But they will rue their missed chances in a
match in which they enjoyed nearly three-quar-
ters of possession.

Mohamed Salah — top of the Premier League
goalscoring charts with 13 goals - missed the tar-
get either side of half-time with just goalkeeper
Karl Darlow to beat and strike-partner Roberto
Firmino saw two headers superbly saved. Three
days after lowly West Brom snatched a point at
Anfield, Jurgen Klopp’s men, who have now won
only two of their eight league away games this
season, were frustrated once again, although it
took a late goal-line clearance from Fabian Schar
and Darlow’s brilliance to keep them at bay.

Klopp rued his side’s profligacy in front of
goal. “You might not think I have to tip my hat to
my team but I like the performance,” he told the
BBC. “It was really good. Can we play better
football? Yes, but in this game we did more than
enough to win it. “I think we had four 100 percent
chances. We have won against Newcastle before
with fewer chances. Tonight we didn’t but we ac-
cept that. I am happy with the things I saw
tonight and I can really work with that.

“The boys are frustrated and rightly so but

not about the performance. It is a basis to build
on for the next few days, weeks, months.” New-
castle, who came into the match without a win in
four games in all competitions, started positively,
with returning striker Callum Wilson almost
catching goalkeeper Alisson Becker unaware
with a speculative early shot. The Reds needed
Alisson to be at his best to deny Wilson once
again 10 minutes later after he had outpaced de-
fender Nathaniel Phillips.

Liverpool wasteful
Liverpool should have been ahead 11 minutes

before the break when Salah beat the offside trap
to control the ball in front of the advancing Dar-
low, only to stab his shot wide of the post, and
the keeper produced a fine reaction save in stop-
page time to repel Firmino’s header from point-
blank range. 

Mane headed into the side-netting from Trent
Alexander-Arnold’s 49th-minute corner and
when Liverpool turned the screw, with Mane
going through his full repertoire of tricks, the
Magpies’ rearguard came under increasing pres-
sure. Salah had another chance to break the
deadlock midway through the second half when
he was played in by Firmino but, after steadying
himself, directed his effort past the upright.
Firmino was equally wasteful when presented
with a glorious chance at the far post as New-
castle rode their luck.

It nearly got much better for the Magpies 11
minutes from time when Ciaran Clark met Matt

Ritchie’s free-kick with a downward header that
Alisson had to turn away. But Schar hacked the
ball off his own line ahead of Mane seconds

later and Darlow brilliantly clawed away another
Firmino header at the death to preserve his
clean sheet. — AFP 

Liverpool miss chance to stretch 
lead after Newcastle stalemate

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s Brazilian striker Joelinton is tackled by Liverpool’s English midfielder James Milner
during the English Premier League football match between Newcastle United and Liverpool on December 30, 2020. — AFP 

Liverpool squander the chance to open up 5-point lead

Kilmarnock slam 
racist abuse of 
manager Dyer
LONDON: Scottish Premiership side Kilmarnock are working with
Police Scotland to investigate a letter sent to the club containing
racist abuse directed at manager Alex Dyer. The letter arrived on
Monday morning following a 2-1 home defeat to Livingston on Box-
ing Day. “Kilmarnock Football Club utterly condemns a letter which
was delivered to the club this morning containing racist abuse di-
rected at our manager, Alex Dyer,” Kilmarnock said in a statement.
“We are working with Police Scotland to identify any individuals in-
volved in this disgusting act and we will pursue the strongest possible
action we can against them. “Racism in any form is completely unac-
ceptable and must be called out whenever and wherever it is found.

“As a club, we have shown our support to rid the game and so-
ciety as a whole of racial discrimination by taking the knee before
each fixture this season and we will continue to do so.” Livingston’s
late winner on Saturday made it five defeats in a row for Kilmarnock
and eight losses in nine league games. Dyer responded to the defeat
by saying he would have no complaints if the Rugby Park board de-
cided his time was up, but he believes he retains their backing, as
well as that of his players. Kilmarnock, who travel to Motherwell on
Wednesday, are eighth in the table, three points clear of the rele-
gation playoff place. — AFP 

Reyna leads charge 
of Bundesliga’s rising 
teen stars
BERLIN: The Bundesliga returns this weekend after a two-week
break with Borussia Dortmund’s American midfielder Giovanni
Reyna leading a crop of talented teenagers rapidly becoming
household names. Reyna, who marked his 18th birthday in No-
vember by extending his contract until 2025, scored his first Bun-
desliga goal on the opening day of this season. He has featured
in all of Dortmund’s Bundesliga and Champions League games
in 2020/21, scoring three league goals - including the equaliser
in a 1-1 draw at Frankfurt - and producing six assists.

Reyna, an attacking midfielder who can play on either wing,
needs a strong performance at home to Wolfsburg on Sunday
after Dortmund’s shock 2-1 defeat to Union Berlin a fortnight ago.
The result left Dortmund fifth in the league, eight points behind
leaders Bayern Munich, who host Mainz on Sunday. Against
Wolfsburg, Dortmund could welcome back striker Erling Braut
Haaland, who scored ten Bundesliga goals in eight games before
being sidelined by a hip injury.

Having forced his way into the Dortmund first-team, Reyna
now wants to emulate Haaland and England winger Jadon Sancho,
both 20, by deciding games. “You see guys like Sancho and Haa-
land - I want to be at their level,” Reyna told The Players’ Tribune.

“I know I can make that jump this season. I’ve come out of my
shell. I now demand the ball.” The son of former USA captain
Claudio Reyna, he joined Dortmund from New York City FC in
July 2019. Shortly after his 17th birthday last January, Reyna made
his Dortmund debut, then bagged his first senior goal in February
with a jaw-dropping strike in a German Cup game at Bremen.

He marked his Champions League debut the same month with
a brilliant pass to set up Haaland for the winning goal in the last
16, first-leg victory over Paris Saint Germain. However, Reyna’s
raw talent needs polishing. His defensive work was exposed when
Union’s Liverpool loanee Taiwo Awoniyi got in front of him to
head home. Dortmund fielded a youthful side in Berlin where
Haaland’s understudy Youssoufa Moukoko became the league’s
youngest goal-scorer at 16 years, 28 days. Down in Bavaria, Eu-
ropean champions Bayern Munich are also giving youth a chance.

Musiala impresses for Bayern
Before this season, double Champions League winners

Thomas Mueller and David Alaba, who graduated from Bayern’s
academy more than a decade ago, were the last first-team play-
ers to come up through the club’s youth structure. That has all
changed with 17-year-olds Jamal Musiala and Bright Arrey-
Mbi, plus Angelo Stiller, 19, given game time this season for the
European champions by Hansi Flick. As Alphonso Davies
proved last season in making the left-back berth his own as a
then 19-year-old, Flick cares more about talent than age. “Fi-
nally, we once again have a few players on our (academy) cam-
pus who are breaking through,” said Bayern chairman
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge. — AFP 


