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MADRID: Atletico Madrid extended their lead
at the top of La Liga on Wednesday after Luis
Suarez fired them to a 1-0 win over Getafe
while Real Madrid could only draw 1-1 at
Elche. Suarez struck in the 20th minute with a
superb header from Yannick Carrasco’s cross
to move Diego Simeone’s Atletico up to 35
points, two ahead of local rivals Madrid after
they were pegged back by a Fidel Chaves
penalty following Luka Modric’s early opener.

Real Sociedad, Sevilla and Villarreal are all
a further seven points back, with Barcelona 10
behind Atletico in sixth after their 1-1 draw
with Eibar on Tuesday. Atletico have also
played two fewer matches than reigning cham-
pions Madrid after a scrappy win emblematic
of Simeone’s reign on his 500th match as club
coach. “When I got on the plane to come here
I thought that when I left the club (as a player)
that I always wanted to come back,” said
Simeone, who is in his 10th year as Atletico
coach.

“I found men (Koke, Saul Niguez) who
wanted to get the club out of the bad patch it
was in, and I have a relationship with them that
goes beyond football.” Uruguay forward
Suarez’s eighth goal of the season was a good
as it got for Atletico, who despite fielding a
strong line-up did not impress in a match of
little incident at the Wanda Metropolitano.
However Atletico’s third straight win keeps
them top of the pile after a fraught last few
days in which Diego Costa was allowed to

leave and Kieran Trippier was banned until the
end of February for betting breaches.

‘Two points dropped’
Zinedine Zidane’s Madrid knew that whatever

happened in the late fixture they would trail
Atletico going into the new year, but they looked
on course for a routine win at struggling Elche
when Modric opened the scoring in the 20th
minute. Croatian Modric pounced to place a
perfect header in the top corner after Marco
Asensio’s longe range shot thumped back out off
the bar, the second time Madrid had hit the
woodwork in the early minutes. The away side
thought they had a penalty nine minutes before
the break when referee Jorge Figueroa Vazquez
pointed to the spot for what he thought was an
Ivan Marcone handball, but the awarding was
cancelled following a VAR check.

Elche then got a spot-kick of their own five
minutes into the second half when Dani Carva-
jal was caught tearing at Antonio Barragan’s
shirt, with Fidel stepping up to stroke home the
leveler. Lucas Boye then hit the post for the
hosts before home keeper Edgar Badia made
two superb stops deny Carvajal and Sergio
Ramos as Madrid pushed for a win that would
have kept them level on points with their capital
city rivals. “When I look at how we played in
the first half, I tell myself it’s two points
dropped,” said Zidane. “Plenty of teams will
drop points. It’s a hard season, and we still have
plenty of matches left.”

Granada in Euro hunt
Earlier Granada moved to within two points of

the Champions League places after beating Va-
lencia 2-1 in a feisty match where three players
were sent off in six second-half minutes. Jorge
Molina’s powerful header two minutes from time
keeps Granada in seventh place on 24 points, two
behind fourth-placed Sevilla, Sociedad and Vil-
larreal. Valencia’s seventh league defeat of the
season leaves them level on 15 points with Real
Valladolid, who are third-from-bottom in the rel-

egation zone. Javi Gracia’s side haven’t won a La
Liga match in their last seven attempts and had
their task made harder when Jason and Goncalo
Guedes were sent off within three minutes of each
other midway through the second half. Granada’s
Domingos Duarte was then shown a straight red
card three minutes later after he cynically hacked
down Manu Vallejo as he attempted to burst
through on goal with the scores still level. Molina
punished the beleaguered away side by thumping
home Alberto Soro’s cross. —AFP

Atletico extend La Liga 
lead as Real Madrid slip

Real draw 1-1 at Elche

ELCHE: Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Sergio Ramos (center-left) heads the ball with Elche’s Spanish
defender Josema during the Spanish League football match between Elche and Real Madrid at the
Manuel Martinez Valero stadium in Elche on December 30, 2020. —AFP

Brentford up to second 
in English Championship 
as Swansea draw blank
LONDON: Brentford came from behind to move into second place
in the Championship with an entertaining 2-1 win over in-form
Bournemouth on Wednesday but Swansea had to settle for a point
against Reading. Dominic Solanke gave Bournemouth the lead mid-
way through the first half when he flicked Lloyd Kelly’s low driven
cross into the roof of the net. But the home side hit back before the
break as Henrik Dalsgaard rose highest at the near post to power
home an unstoppable header from Mathias Jensen’s corner. And
they grabbed a winner 11 minutes from time when substitute Tariqe
Fosu headed home Bryan Mbeumo’s teasing cross at the far post.

That moved Thomas Frank’s side above Bournemouth and three
points behind leaders Norwich. Swansea missed the chance to
climb to second in the table in the later kick-off, frustrated by Read-
ing in a goalless draw on a bitterly cold evening at the Liberty Sta-
dium. Steve Cooper’s side had ripped up their poor pitch before
Christmas and relaid a new playing surface and this was their first
game on it. The Swans dominated and had multiple chances but
could not turn their pressure into goals. —AFP 

Balotelli gets off to a 
flying start for Monza
MILAN: Mario Balotelli got off to a flying start for Monza on Wednesday
after bagging his first goal for his new club just three minutes into his debut
for Silvio Berlusconi’s ambitious team. Italy international Balotelli signed a
deal until June for the Serie B side earlier this month and made an immediate
impact when he met Carlos Augusto’s cross to put them ahead in a 3-0 win
over promotion rivals Salernitana. Balotelli, who had been without a team
since the summer before signing for the club from just outside Milan, also
had a goal ruled out for a clear offside before he was substituted just after
the hour mark.

Antonino Barilla put the hosts two up just before the break when he

slammed home from close range, and substitute Marco Armellino made
sure of the win which takes Monza just two points from the two auto-
matic promotion places when he added a third deep into stoppage time.
Salernitana had been leading Italy’s second tier at the start of the day
but drop to second following their thumping defeat, level on 31 points
with new leaders Empoli.  “Mario needs to play... I was brave to put him
in from the start but he did well to do what he knows best,” said Monza
coach Cristian Brocchi.

“Our hope is that he can keep improving his match fitness because
his quality is undeniable.” Former AC Milan owner and Italian prime min-
ister Berlusconi purchased Monza in September 2018 for around three
million euros (today $3.7 million) with the club in the third tier, having
sold Milan for 740 million euros in April 2017. Balotelli played under the
flamboyant Berlusconi and current Monza CEO Adriano Galliani at Milan
between 2013 and 2014 and then on loan from Liverpool for the 2015-16
Serie A season. —AFP

US investors complete 
takeover of Premier 
League side Burnley
LONDON: US investment group ALK Capital has completed its takeover
of Burnley, acquiring a controlling 84 percent stake in the Premier League
club, it was announced yesterday. Delaware-based ALK, which special-

izes in investments in the sport and media sectors, said its managing part-
ner Alan Pace would take over from Mike Garlick as chairman.

Pace, the former president of Major League Soccer’s Real Salt Lake,
said the move marked “the start of an exciting journey for the entire
Clarets family”. “With a rich heritage, a brilliant academy, and a pas-
sionate fan base, this club has solid foundations to build upon,” he said
in a statement on the club’s website. Garlick, who had held just under
50 percent of the club’s shares, will remain on ALK Capital’s new board
of directors at Burnley. He said the deal represented a “natural pro-
gression” for the club, who are in their fifth consecutive season in the
English top-flight.—AFP


