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GLASGOW: Alfredo Morelos ended his Scottish
Premiership scoring drought as Rangers
avenged their only defeat of the season at St
Mirren on Wednesday ahead of the Old Firm
derby. Steven Gerrard’s team, who won 2-0, re-
main 16 points clear of defending champions
Celtic, who beat Dundee United 3-0 at Park-
head. St Mirren wrecked Rangers’ treble hopes
when they dumped them out of the Scottish
League Cup earlier this month. But Gerrard’s
men remain firmly on course for Premiership
glory after a 13th straight league win.

Kemar Roofe fired Rangers ahead with his
12th goal of the season in the 27th minute be-
fore Colombian forward Morelos pounced for
his first domestic goal since September six
minutes later. “I thought it was really patchy
but there’s a lot of positives to take away,” Ger-
rard told Rangers TV. “Both number nines have
scored a goal. I thought Joe Aribo and Glen
Kamara were immense-I thought they were re-
ally good-and we’ve kept another clean sheet.
So in the main we’re happy and we move into
the weekend in a good place.”

Neil Lennon’s Celtic, chasing a record 10th
consecutive Scottish league title, appear to be
back on track after a major wobble, but know
they must win the Ibrox encounter with Glasgow
rivals Rangers on January 2. They warmed up for
that match with a comfortable win at home. Is-
maila Soro opened his account for Celtic mid-
way through the first half before fellow
midfielder David Turnbull added a second with
a drive five minutes before the interval.

French striker Odsonne Edouard scored a
delightful third in the 75th minute, with the only

downside for Lennon being an injury to return-
ing defender Christopher Jullien, who was car-
ried off on a stretcher after crashing into a
post. “We played brilliantly and created a lot of
really good chances,” Lennon told the BBC.
“There was good energy and quality. The at-
mosphere around the place is good and I was
really pleased with the substitutes today as
well.” The match between Livingston and Ab-
erdeen was called off due to a frozen pitch
while the game between St Johnstone and
Hamilton ended goalless. —AFP

Rangers avenge defeat of 
the season at St Mirren

Morelos strikes for Rangers ahead of Celtic clash

Kuwait Shooting 
tournament
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting
Sport Club will hold the closing
ceremony of the late Sheikh Ab-
dullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
Cup tournament tomorrow in the
presence of the tournament’s pa-
tron Sheikh Mubarak Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, President
of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Engineer Duaij Kha-
laf Al-Otaibi and KSSC board of
directors at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex. 

Winners of the three top places in the 10 Meters Air Pistol and
Rifle as well as Olympic Archery will be awarded with medals and
prizes. Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi pointed to the importance of this
tournament which the club is keen to organize annually and lauded
the support of all those who contribute to the development of shoot-
ing sport. He commended the level Kuwaiti shooters had shown dur-
ing the Gulf tournament in the Air Rifle and Pistol that was held in
December. Otaibi thanked Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Af-
fairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and his
brother Mubarak Al-Abdullah for their continued support.

‘King’ James celebrates 
birthday with milestone 
in Lakers win
LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles superstar LeBron James celebrated his 36th
birthday Wednesday with another NBA milestone, scoring double-digit
points for the 1,000th straight game in the Lakers’ 121-107 victory over the
Spurs in San Antonio. James finished with 26 points to extend his already
record streak of double-digit games in the regular season. 

He sealed the milestone midway through the second quarter with a turn-
around jump hook that gave the Lakers a 46-37 lead. “I just try to live in the
moment and just try to continue to get better with my game, try to get better
with my teammates and try to just maximize when I’m on the floor,” said
James, who is in his 18th NBA campaign after leading the Lakers to the 2020
title in the league’s quarantine bubble in Orlando.

“I’ve been blessed to play the game that I love for 18 years and hopefully
I can continue to play at a high level,” he said. James’ double-digit scoring
streak began on January 6, 2007, when he was playing for the Cleveland
Cavaliers. “It’s a tribute to his tenacity level ... his commitment to excellence,”
Spurs coach Gregg Popovich said before the game. “He deserves a lot of
credit for being the consummate professional. His mental state along with his
physical state really makes him really special.”

Shortly after James reached the milestone, Popovich was ejected from
the contest for arguing with officials. Assistant Becky Hammon took over on
the Spurs bench, becoming the first woman to direct a team in an NBA game.
Anthony Davis scored 20 points and pulled down nine rebounds for the Lak-
ers, newcomer Dennis Schroder added 21 points and four assists. Wesley
Matthews had his best game since joining the champions, scoring 18 points
off the bench as he made all six of his three-point attempts.

Humbled Heat bounce back 
In early action, the Miami Heat rebounded from an embarrassing 47-point

loss to Milwaukee with a 119-108 NBA victory over the Bucks. The Heat didn’t
have to wait long for revenge as they hosted the Bucks for the second straight
night. Goran Dragic came off the bench to lead Miami with 26 points, Bam
Adebayo added 22 points, eight rebounds and 10 assists and Tyler Herro
scored 21 points with a career-best 15 rebounds as the Heat rallied to stave
off another home defeat.

The Bucks had dominated on Tuesday with an NBA-record 29 three-
pointers in their 144-97 triumph. The Bucks, fueled by a triple-double of 26
points 13 rebounds and 10 assists from two-time NBA Most Valuable Player
Giannis Antetokounmpo, looked like making it two wins in a row when they
led by 14 in the third quarter. Donte DiVincenzo scored 15 points and Jrue
Holiday added 13 for the Bucks, but the Heat rallied despite missing Jimmy
Butler for the second straight game.

“You want to constantly develop some grit and toughness during the
course of a long season, and our guys responded in an appropriate fashion,”
said Heat coach Erik Spoelstra, who acknowledged before the game that
there was “a lot of anger and frustration” after the blowout loss on Tuesday.
“As well there should have been,” he said. In Brooklyn, Kyrie Irving scored
17 of his 25 points in the fourth quarter and Kevin Durant added 33 points, 11
rebounds and eight assists as the Nets dealt the Atlanta Hawks their first de-
feat of the young season, 145-141.

Irving’s late burst helped the Celtics withstand 30-point performances
from Atlanta’s Trae Young and John Collins. Boston, powered by Jaylen
Brown’s career-high 42 points, defeated the Memphis Grizzlies 116-111. The
Celtics led by 12 points after the opening quarter and took full control with
a 17-0 scoring run in the second period. Los Angeles Clippers star Kawhi
Leonard, who missed two games with a mouth injury from an elbow to the
face, returned in a protective mask to score a game-high 28 points in his
team’s 128-105 victory over the Portland Trail Blazers.—AFP

SAN ANTONIO: LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers hangs onto the rim
after dunking past DeMar DeRozan #10 of the San Antonio Spurs during second
half action at AT&T Center on December 30, 2020. —AFP

Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi

Hamilton knighted 
in UK’s honors list
LONDON: Lewis Hamilton has been knighted in Britain’s traditional
New Year Honours list after equaling Michael Schumacher’s record
of seven Formula One world titles. The list recognizes outstanding
achievements in various fields including showbusiness, sport and
politics, as well as the contributions of a larger number of everyday
citizens. There are many awards this year for those seeking solutions
to the problems posed by coronavirus as the pandemic drags on.
Hamilton, 35, surpassed Schumacher’s record number of career race
wins during a stellar season in 2020 that was shortened due to the
coronavirus pandemic. —AFP


