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From George Clooney to J. K. Rowling
and Angelina Jolie, the brutal civil
war in Sudan’s vast Darfur region

prompted A-list celebrities to speak out
for its long-suffering civilians. Here’s a
snapshot, as the UN-AU peacekeeping
mission in Darfur comes to an end:

George Clooney 
Hollywood megastar George Clooney

has campaigned tirelessly to draw atten-
tion to the Darfur conflict, which he brand-
ed a “genocide” in 2012, accusing
Khartoum of crimes against humanity. In
2010, he was named a United Nations
Messenger of Peace by then secretary

general Ban Ki-moon in recognition of his
work. He set up “Not on Our Watch”, a
humanitarian group that focuses global
attention on Darfur and has raised over $9
million for the region, with his “Ocean’s
Thirteen” movie castmates Brad Pitt, Matt
Damon and Don Cheadle.

Do they know it’s Christmas? 
British pop stars in 2004 re-recorded

“Do they Know its Christmas,” the hit song
that raised money for famine-hit people in
Ethiopia 20 years earlier, this time to raise
money for the hundreds of thousands of
people displaced in Darfur. Midge Ure,
the Ultravox front man who wrote the origi-

nal Band Aid single with Sir Bob Geldoff,
took part, along with Bono, Dido and
Robbie Williams and Sir Paul McCartney.

J. K. Rowling 
In 2008, children’s writers including

Harry Potter author J. K. Rowling signed
an open letter calling on world leaders to
take urgent action over Darfur to protect
the stricken region’s children. “Children
barely old enough to walk, let alone run,
have seen their homes burnt and razed to
the ground, their mothers raped and their
fathers killed,” read the letter by the 15
authors, also including Judy Blume and
Cornelia Funke.

Angelina Jolie 
Hollywood actress Angelina Jolie visit-

ed Darfur in 2004 as goodwill ambassa-
dor for the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), later expressing
shock at the “unbelievably horrible” condi-
tions. In 2017, she met a teenage boy
from Darfur at a refugee camp in neigh-
boring Chad who said he wanted those
responsible to be put on trial. “I hope that
those responsible for the atrocities in
Darfur will be held to account, not only for
that young man’s sake, but for the
world’s,” she said. — AFP

In this file photo US cinema personality, Angelina Jolie arrives to the
El-Geneina airport in West Darfur as the Goodwill Ambassador for
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. — AFP photos

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle

In this file photo taken on December 13, 2007, US actor George
Clooney accepts the Peace Summit award for their efforts in try-
ing to alleviate the suffering of the victims of Sudan’s Darfur
region at the Summit of the Nobel Peace Prize Laureates in Rome.

In this file photo taken on November 13, 2018,British author and
screenwriter J.K. Rowling poses upon arrival to attend the UK pre-
miere of the film ‘Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald’ in
London.

Harry and
Meghan’s son
reveals ‘American
accent’ on podcast

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s
toddler son Archie was heard
speaking for the first time Tuesday,

as the couple released their first podcast,
with British media seizing on his
“American” accent. Archie, born in May
2019, giggles and wishes listeners
“Happy New Year” at the end of the cou-
ple’s debut on the Spotify audio stream-
ing platform. The Daily Mail’s royal editor
Rebecca English tweeted that “he very
much has an American accent,” while

The Sun tabloid wrote: “Baby Archie has
an American accent.” The appearance of
18-month-old Archie comes after the cou-
ple have launched a spate of legal
actions against the media over alleged
breaches of their privacy, while revealing
aspects of their private life in ways they
control.

Markle earlier this month settled a
claim against a news agency that took
photographs of her and Archie in a
Canadian park. She wrote an opinion
piece for The New York Times in
November revealing that she miscarried
the couple’s second baby. This was the
first episode after the couple earlier this
month announced a deal with Spotify to
record “uplifting and entertaining stories”.
Since ceasing royal duties and moving to
California this year, the couple have
launched various creative ventures,
including a deal with the streaming giant
Netflix. For the podcast, they asked
famous friends including the singer Elton
John, television presenter James Corden,

and New Age guru Deepak Chopra to
make recordings talking about their expe-
riences coping with the pandemic and
hopes for next year.

“Our collective mental health has been
at the forefront of people’s minds, and
rightly so,” says Harry, who along with
Markle narrates and links the items. “It’s
been an awful time for people. I hope we
can heal in 2021,” says Elton John, who
described 2020 as “the worst year I’ve
ever known, and I’m 73.” “Cheers to that,
Elton,” says Harry. The couple also talk
about their feelings for each other. “Trust
us when we say: love wins,” Meghan
says. “Love always wins,” Harry chimes
in. The podcast ends with a gospel song
played at the couple’s wedding: “This
Little Light of Mine.”— AFP


