
HONG KONG: Hong Kong pro-democracy
media tycoon Jimmy Lai was ordered back to
jail yesterday as the city’s highest court granted
prosecutors an appeal against his bail. Lai, a
vocal Beijing critic, is one of the highest-profile
figures charged under a sweeping security law
that China imposed on the financial hub in late
June in a bid to stamp out dissent. 

The 73-year-old served 20 days in custody
before being granted bail last Wednesday on
stringent conditions including a HK$10 million
(US$1.3 million) bond and a surrender of all
travel documents. He was placed under house
arrest and banned from speaking publicly, in-
cluding on Twitter. But the Court of Final Ap-
peal yesterday granted the prosecution leave
to appeal the bail decision, after they said a
lower court judge may “have erred in his con-
struction or application” of Article 42 of the
new legislation.

That article states that bail should not be
granted unless the judge sees sufficient
grounds to believe the defendant will not com-
mit the alleged offence again. “We have held
that it is reasonably arguable that the Judge’s
decision was erroneous and that his order ad-
mitting the respondent to bail was invalid,” a
determination handed down by the appeal
committee of the Court of Final Appeal read.

It also granted the prosecution’s application
for Lai to be held in custody pending the ap-

peal, to be heard on Feb 1. Lai is accused of col-
luding with foreign countries by calling on
overseas governments to sanction Hong Kong
and China in response to an ongoing crack-
down on pro-democracy activism in the city.
More than 1,000 of his tweets and a number of
media interviews he gave have been examined
by the prosecution.

Lai was the first defendant charged under
the security law to be granted bail, but prose-
cutors rushed to the top court to apply for an
appeal. Prosecutor Anthony Chau argued that
bail should not be considered in national secu-
rity cases and likened the seriousness of na-
tional security offences to murder and treason.
“Normally in this kind of grave offence, the
court cannot grant bail,” Chau said in court.

China’s top party mouthpiece People’s Daily
had criticized the bail decision and threatened
that Lai could be extradited to mainland China
for trial. Lai also faces separate charges of fraud
and joining unlawful assemblies during the mas-
sive, often violent, pro-democracy protests of
2019. On Tuesday, the mogul resigned as chair-
man and executive director of Next Digital,
which owns the Apple Daily newspaper he
founded three decades ago.

Lai tendered his resignation “in order to
spend more time dealing with his personal af-
fairs”, Bloomberg News reported citing a state-
ment from the media group. China’s

authoritarian leaders guaranteed Hong Kong
would maintain key freedoms and autonomy
after its 1997 handover by Britain, under a
model dubbed “One Country, Two Systems”.

But a historic retreat from that promise is

under way, in response to recent years’ unrest.
Since the national security law’s imposition, Bei-
jing increasingly calls the shots. Voicing certain
opinions can now carry up to a lifetime prison
sentence. — AFP 
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Hong Kong media tycoon 
Lai ordered back to jail

Lai also faces charges of fraud, joining unlawful assemblies

HONG KONG: Media tycoon Jimmy Lai is escorted onto a prison van outside the Court of Final Appeal yesterday
after he was ordered back to jail as the city’s highest court granted prosecutors an appeal against his bail. — AFP 

China’s first vaccine 
hustled to market 
BEIJING: China has granted “conditional” market approval to a
Sinopharm vaccine with a reported 79 percent efficacy rate
against COVID-19, health authorities said yesterday, a major
stride towards inoculating the world’s largest population. The
Sinopharm jab, which has surged ahead of a raft of Chinese com-
petitors during Phase 3 trials, could signal a breakthrough in the
battle to squash the pandemic in Asia.

Around 4.5 million doses of largely unproven emergency vac-
cines made locally have already been given to health workers and
other workers destined for overseas jobs, according to authorities.
On Wednesday, Sinopharm announced its leading candidate had
a 79.34 percent efficacy rate.That is lower than rival jabs devel-
oped in the West by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna - with 95 and
94 percent rates respectively - but still a game-changer for China.

Chen Shifei, deputy commissioner of the National Medical
Products Administration, yesterday told reporters his agency had
granted a “conditional listing” to Sinopharm’s vaccine. A condi-
tional listing helps hustle emergency drugs to market in cases
when clinical trials are yet to meet normal standards but indicate
they will work.

“The known benefits of Sinopharm’s new inactivated coron-
avirus vaccine are bigger than the known and potential risks,”
Chen added. The listing allows the government to “extend vacci-
nation to high-risk groups, those susceptible to a severe viral in-
fection... and the elderly,” Zeng Yixin, Vice Minister of the National
Health Commission told reporters.

But China faces the un-
precedented challenge of get-
ting vaccines to a population of
more than 1.3 billion people.
“The general view is you have
to vaccinate 60 to 70 percent
to establish universal protec-
tion,” Zeng added. Beijing plans
to vaccinate millions this winter
in the run-up to Lunar New
Year. “I’m convinced - and
please be convinced - that the
production of COVID-19 vac-
cines can meet the demand of
large-scale vaccination we have
in China,” Mao Junfeng, head of

Consumer Goods Industry Department added.
China has also pledged to swiftly share its vaccines with lesser

developed countries at a “fair price”, as it seeks global leadership
in the recovery from a pandemic which first emerged in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan a year ago. As a winter wave of virus in-
fections batters much of the world, spurring fresh lockdowns and
grim spikes in death tolls, attention has returned to China’s man-
agement of the pandemic.

China has broadly stamped out the virus inside its borders, in-
troducing swift local lockdowns and mass testing when cases
emerge. Beijing has been at pains to retool the pandemic story in
its favor, touting the fast reflexes of its Communist leadership in
locking down the country and restarting the economy. China is
forecast to be the only major economy to post positive growth
this year. — AFP 

News in brief

China confirms doctor jailed 

BEIJING: A Uighur Muslim doctor has been jailed on ter-
rorism charges, Beijing confirmed yesterday, a day after her
family told US politicians she had been sentenced to 20
years. Gulshan Abbas vanished into detention two years ago,
but her relatives told a US congressional committee Wednes-
day that the 58-year-old had been sentenced to 20 years in
prison because of activism on behalf of Uighurs. Rights
groups say an estimated one million Uighurs and other Turkic
minorities languish in detention camps in China’s northwest-
ern Xinjiang region in prison-like conditions. China insists
they are “vocational training centers”. — AFP 

Ivory smugglers jailed

BEIJING: Seventeen people have been jailed - including
two for life - for running China’s largest ever ivory smuggling
ring, moving millions of dollars of tusks from west Africa into
the mainland’s vast domestic market. Demand for ivory carv-
ings and jewelry among China’s expanding middle class led
to poaching crisis across Africa, and although a 2018 ban on
ivory trade in China has improved the situation, a vast black
market still exists. A court in the southern city of Guangzhou
on Tuesday handed long prison terms to 17 people involved
in smuggling over 20 tons of ivory worth more than 1 billion
yuan ($156 million). — AFP 

BEIJING: Wu Yonglin, President of
China National Biotech Group
(CNBG) Sinopharm, speaks at a
press conference yesterday. — AFP 


