
WASHINGTON: A Republican senator said Wednesday that
he will object to Congress’s certification next week of the re-
sults of the Nov 3 US presidential election, a move that may
slightly delay - but not derail - the final confirmation of Demo-
crat Joe Biden’s victory. Several Republican members of the
House of Representatives have also said they plan to object to
the January 6 certification of the Electoral College vote but Josh
Hawley of Missouri was the first senator to confirm so publicly.

Vice President Mike Pence is to lead the joint session of
Congress which certifies the Electoral College results that de-
termine the winner of the White House race. Biden won 306 of
the Electoral College votes that represent the returns of the
popular vote in each of the US states while incumbent Donald
Trump won 232.

Congressional certification of the Electoral College results
has historically been a formality but Trump has refused to ac-
knowledge his defeat and spent the past two months making
claims of election fraud while not producing any credible evi-
dence. Dozens of lawsuits brought by the Trump campaign and
his Republican allies alleging election irregularities have been
dismissed by courts around the country.

Republican Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has
reportedly sought to dissuade fellow Republican senators from
objecting to certification of the results but Hawley said he plans
to do so anyway and he may be joined by other Republican
senators.

At least one member of the House and one member of the
Senate needs to lodge an objection to certification to send it to

the floor for debate and a vote. A vote would be doomed to fail-
ure, however, in the Democratic-controlled House and would
also be unlikely to pass in the Republican-majority Senate,
where a number of Republican senators have already acknowl-
edged Biden’s victory.

‘Election integrity’ 
Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic speaker of the House, said

Wednesday that Hawley’s move would come to nothing. “I have
no doubt that on next Wednesday, a week from today, that Joe
Biden will be confirmed by the acceptance of the vote of the
Electoral College as the 46th president of the United States,”
Pelosi said.

Jen Psaki, a spokeswoman for the Biden transition team who
has been tapped to be next White House press secretary, also
said the move would not prevent Biden from taking office on
Jan 20. “Let me first say the American people spoke resound-
ingly in this election and 81 million people have voted for Joe
Biden and Kamala Harris,” Psaki told reporters. “Regardless of
what anyone is up to on January 6, President-elect Biden will
be sworn in on the 20th,” she added. 

Hawley said he was objecting to certification because of con-
cerns about “election integrity” and noted that Democrats had
done so in the past. “Following both the 2004 and 2016 elec-
tions, Democrats in Congress objected during the certification
of electoral votes in order to raise concerns about election in-
tegrity,” he said in a statement. “And they were entitled to do so.

“But now those of us concerned about the integrity of this

election are entitled to do the same,” Hawley said. “At the very
least, Congress should investigate allegations of voter fraud and
adopt measures to secure the integrity of our elections.” Trump
has called on his supporters to converge on Washington on Jan-
uary 6 to pressure lawmakers not to certify Biden’s win. The
rally could draw thousands of Trump backers who believe his
unfounded claims that massive voting fraud caused his defeat
and prevented him from serving a second term. — AFP 
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US serial killer Little dies

LOS ANGELES: Samuel Lit-
tle, the United States’ most
prolific serial killer according
to the FBI, died in California
aged 80 on Wednesday, prison
officials said. Little confessed
to 93 murders - mostly of
women - carried out between
1970 and 2005, but his coast-
to-coast killing spree went un-
detected for decades. The
former boxer’s victims were
mostly drug addicts and pros-
titutes, and in many cases the women were never identi-
fied or their deaths were not investigated. — AFP 

US police shoot man dead 

WASHINGTON: Police in Minneapolis shot a man
dead during a traffic stop on Wednesday, seven months
after the killing of George Floyd by an officer in the
same US city. It comes amid an increase in violent
crime in the Midwestern city, which was convulsed by
protests following Floyd’s death. No details about the
shooting victim, or the officers involved, were immedi-
ately available. — AFP 
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10 missing after 
Norway mudslide 
buries homes
OSLO: Rescue workers were still searching yesterday for survivors
from a landslide that destroyed homes in a Norwegian village close
to Oslo leaving 10 people unaccounted for, including two children,
and 10 injured. Work continued overnight after a whole hillside col-
lapsed in Ask, 25 km northeast of the capital. Homes were buried
under mud and some houses were left teetering on the edge of a
crater caused by the slide, with several falling over the edge as the
day went on.

“It is important for me to stress that we are looking for survivors,”
chief of operations Roger Pettersen told reporters. “Now there’s
daylight and that will help us in our work with better visibility,” he
said. Police said one of the 10 people hurt had been seriously injured
and was transferred to Oslo for treatment. One-fifth of Ask’s 5,000
population have been evacuated.

Prime Minister Erna Solberg visited the village on Wednesday
and described the landslide as “one of the largest” the country had
seen. The authorities issued an appeal to people not to set off fire-
works for New Year’s Eve which could hinder the use of helicopters
and drones equipped with thermal cameras. The Norwegian Water
Resources and Energy Directorate said the disaster was a “quick
clay slide” of approximately 300 by 700 m. Quick clay is a sort of
clay found in Norway and Sweden that can collapse and turn to fluid
when overstressed. — AFP 

GJERDRUM, Norway: A police helicopter is seen near to a destroyed house in a crater left behind by a landslide in the town of Ask yesterday. — AFP 


