
NY Knicks fans
return to Madison
Square Garden
NEW YORK: New York Knicks superfan Anthony
Donahue made an emotional return to Madison
Square Garden when the NBA side played in front
of home fans for the first time in almost a year
Tuesday. Donahue was one of 2,000 supporters to
cheer the Knicks on during a narrow loss to the
Golden State Warriors, 352 days since spectators
were last allowed into the iconic venue before the
pandemic shutdown. “I missed the camaraderie, I
miss seeing everybody,” said Donahue, who has
barely skipped a Knicks game since attending his
first one at age 10 in the mid-1990s.

“When you come all the time, these people here
they become family. The Garden is more than just an
arena. It’s life for a lot of us,” he told AFP. New York
State Governor Andrew Cuomo paved the way for
the Knicks to welcome back supporters when he
announced earlier this month that he would allow
stadiums to open at ten percent capacity.

Across the East River on Tuesday night, the
Brooklyn Nets played in front of 300 fans against
the Sacramento Kings at their home, the Barclays
Center. “It’s a big deal. Hopefully we’re standing
here in six months and there’s 20,000 fans,” said
Nets season ticket holder Rich Schaefer.

Donahue, 37, wore a Knicks cap, sweatshirt, jack-
et, neck chain and of course, Knicks mask as he
returned to his spiritual home, accompanied by his
close friend Elgin Swift. “This is just one step
towards getting back to normal,” said Swift, 46.

The pair were in buoyant mood with their

beloved Knicks in the running for a play-off place
for the first time in several seasons. But Donahue’s
joy at getting back inside MSG was tinged with
sadness and pain after the death of his 21-year-old
sister Gianna Gregoire from brain cancer in August.

Gregoire, also a hardcore Knicks fan, would go
to about ten or 15 games a season with her brother.
“It was very emotional, there were a lot of tears. She
was there with me spiritually like she is every sec-
ond of every day,” said Donahue. He said it had
been “horrible” to have been locked out of the
Knicks’ arena over the past year while enduring
such tragedy.

“The Garden is my outlet over the years. Even if

the Knicks aren’t winning, life is always great when
you’re at the Garden. It’s where I need to be. Five or
six different fans found me tonight and said, ‘I’m
sorry about Gianna.’ That really tore me up,”
Donahue added.

As a season ticket holder for around two decades,
he got priority for the highly sought-after tickets
which were selling on the secondary market for as
high as $5,127, according to TicketIQ.com. Donahue
and Swift arrived three hours before the 7:30 pm
(00:30 GMT yesterday) tip-off, in part to make sure
their health declarations and negative COVID tests
— within the past 72 hours — were in order. “I have
to breathe the Garden air,” said Donahue.  — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Luka Doncic nailed two clutch
three-pointers, including the game winner with one
second left, to lift the Dallas Mavericks to a thrilling
110-107 victory over the Boston Celtics on Tuesday
in Texas. Doncic hit consecutive go-ahead three-
pointers in the final 30 seconds, draining a step-
back three with 15 seconds left to make it 107-105.
He repeated the feat by shooting a high arching 28-
footer over two Celtics defenders with less than a
second left to win it.

The 21-year-old Slovenian finished with 31
points, 10 rebounds and eight assists as the Mavs
earned their sixth win in seven games. “It felt great.
We needed this win badly,” Doncic said. “I know my
team trusts me. If two guys go are on me and my
teammates are open I will pass. It is about finding
the best shot and that is what happened today.”

Doncic’s winner came immediately after Celtics’
Jaylen Brown made a layup to level the score in
front of a pandemic-limited crowd of 3,300 at
American Airlines Center in Dallas. “He’s just a very
unique player, a very unique person,” coach Rick
Carlisle said of Doncic. “The wiring of people like
Luka Doncic, Michael Jordan, LeBron James, Larry
Bird, Kobe Bryant, guys that have this laser-like
focus in these situations. It’s difficult to explain how
their minds and their brains work.”

Dallas was able to win despite playing without
Kristaps Porzingis and Maxi Kleber. Porzingis
missed his second straight game with back trouble
and Kleber sat out with a left ankle sprain. Jalen
Brunson scored 16 of his 22 points in the fourth
quarter, Brown had 29 and Jayson Tatum tallied 28
for Boston, who lost their second straight. The
Celtics bungled a 24-point lead on Sunday in a 120-
115 overtime loss to the New Orleans Pelicans.

Furkan Korkmaz jump-started the offense and
Tobias Harris closed it out as the Eastern
Conference-leading Philadelphia 76ers held on to
beat the Toronto Raptors 109-102. Korkmaz scored
16 of his season-best 19 points in the first quarter

and Harris tallied 12 of his team-high 23 points in
the fourth for the 76ers, who snapped a string of 16
consecutive regular-season road losses to the
Raptors.

Sixers center Joel Embiid added 18 points and 12
rebounds to end a streak of 14 straight games in
which he had scored at least 25 points. Ben
Simmons chipped in 15 points and Shake Milton and
Danny Green each scored 11 in the win. Norman
Powell had 24 points and Pascal Siakam added 22
for the Raptors, who had their four-game win streak
halted. Fred VanVleet had 12 points, Aron Baynes
had 11 and Chris Boucher and OG Anunoby each
scored 10 points.

In Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo finished
with 37 points, eight rebounds and eight assists as
the Bucks spoiled the coaching debut of Chris Finch
with a 139-112 rout of the last-placed Minnesota
Timberwolves. Antetokounmpo was one of seven
Bucks who scored in double figures as they won
their third straight. Finch, hired Monday to replace
the fired Ryan Saunders, was previously an assistant
coach with the Raptors. Milwaukee’s eight-game
home stand gets more difficult as they next face
Denver, Los Angeles Clippers and New Orleans.

In Denver, Nikola Jokic scored 41 points, Jamal
Murray had 19 of his 24 points in the final quarter,
and the Nuggets outgunned the Portland Trail
Blazers 111-106. Damian Lillard had 25 points and
13 assists, Enes Kanter finished with 16 points and
14 rebounds, Carmelo Anthony had 24 points and
Gary Trent Jr. and Derrick Jones scored 18 each for
the Trail Blazers. 

All-Star reserves
James Harden headlined the list of 2021 NBA All-

Star Game reserves announced on Tuesday, joining
Brooklyn teammates Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving
to mark the first time the Nets have had three All-
Star selections.

Irving and Durant were previously named

starters for the 70th All-Star Game, to be played
March 7 inside the pandemic bubble in Atlanta,
Georgia. Durant will serve as captain of one select
squad against Team LeBron James in the contest,
where reserve players were selected by league
coaches. Harden, the NBA’s top scorer each of the
past three seasons, was named an All-Star for the
ninth straight year and Chris Paul also got the nod,
making him an 11-time All-Star. The league will
break from tradition because of the global pan-
demic and hold the game and skills events on one
night instead of spreading the festivities over sev-
eral days. — AFP
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Marcus Kleveland performs during the Laax Open 2021 in Laax, Switzerland. —  Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Doncic hits last-second winner,
Bucks spoil Finch’s coaching debut

Al-Nasser tops
premier league

KUWAIT: Al-Nasser SC topped
Kuwait’s STC Football Premier League
after defeating Al-Salmiya 3-1 in the 4th
round of the league on Tuesday. The same
round witnessed a draw between Al-Arabi
and Al-Qadsia 2-2 in the derby match that
was held in Sabah Al-Salem Stadium. The
table currently stands at Al-Nasser SC on
top with ten points, Al-Arabi second with
eight points and Al-Qadsia in third place
with seven points. — KUNA

Australia, Qatar out

BUENOS AIRES: Australia and Qatar
have pul led out of  the 2021 Copa
America starting in June, South American
football’s governing body CONMEBOL
said on Tuesday. CONMEBOL’s deputy
general secretary Gonzalo Belloso said
that the two members of  the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) would not
be able to participate due to a clash with
World Cup qualifying dates. “The Copa
America is absolutely going ahead. But
Qatar and Australia, who had asked to
take part, will  not be able to come,”
Belloso told Argentine radio La Red.
“The Asian confederat ion has pro-
grammed World Cup qualification on the
same dates as the Copa.” — AFP

Leeds soar into top half

LEEDS: Southampton manager Ralph
Hasenhuttl branded his side’s second-half
performance a disaster as Leeds ran riot
thanks to goals from Patrick Bamford,
Stuart Dallas and Raphinha for a 3-0 win
on Tuesday that took them into the top
half of the Premier League. After topping
the table earlier in the season, Saints are
not yet safe as they have taken just one
point from their last eight league games.
Victory takes Leeds above Arsenal in the
table and to within five points of sixth-
placed Liverpool as they push for a
European place in their first season back
in the top f l ight for 16 years.
Southampton remain in 14th but Fulham’s
upturn in form of late means they now
enjoy just an eight-point cushion over the
relegation zone. — AFP

Gasol goes ‘home’

MADRID: Spanish basketball star Pau
Gasol will make an emotional return to
Barcelona 20 years after leaving, the
player and club announced on Tuesday.
The 40-year-old Gasol will re-join Barca,
where he began his career, until the end
of the season. “Pau Gasol returns to
Barca. And will stay there until June 30,
2021,” the Catalan club said. “I am very
happy to announce that I am coming
home and that I will join the ranks of FC
Barcelona basketball soon,” added Gasol
on Twitter. “I want to use my qualities and
my experience to help the club at a key
moment of the season.” Gasol is widely
considered to be the best Spanish player
in history. — AFP

Barty stunned in Adelaide

ADELAIDE: Unseeded American
Danielle Coll ins sent an out of sorts
Ashleigh Barty crashing out of the
Adelaide International in the second
round yesterday. Collins seized on some
poor serving from the world number one
to claim a convincing 6-3, 6-4 win in just
65 minutes. It was Collins’ first win over
Barty in three encounters and her first
win against a current world number one.
Barty started strongly, breaking Collins’
first service game and opening up a 3-1
lead, but the Austral ian’s f irst serve
deserted her and Collins got back on
terms, then broke Barty twice to claim
the first set. Barty broke again at the start
of the second, but once again Collins
came back, then broke at 4-4 before
holding her own serve to reach the quar-
ter-finals, where she will play Poland’s
reigning French Open champion Iga
Swiatek. — AFP

England collapse vs India

AHMEDABAD: Spinner Axar Patel
claimed six wickets as India skittled out
England for 112 on day one of a crucial
day-night third Test in Ahmedabad yes-
terday. Patel, who recorded his second
haul of five or more wickets in just his
second Test, combined with Ravichandran
Ashwin to end England’s innings in 48.4
overs in the world’s biggest cricket stadi-
um. India’s innings witnessed a power cut
with most of the new LED lights at the
revamped stadium going off for two min-
utes after which play resumed. India
reached five for no loss at dinner with
Rohit Sharma, on five, and Shubman Gill
at the crease. — AFP

DALLAS: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks shoots
the game-winning shot against Kemba Walker #8 of the
Boston Celtics at American Airlines Center on Tuesday in
Dallas, Texas. —AFP

NEW YORK: View of Madison Square Garden prior to the New York Knicks against Golden State Warriors basketball
game on Tuesday in New York City. — AFP

Harden gets nod as a reserve for 70th NBA All-Star showcase


