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The women of Kuwait played such a vitally
important role during the invasion of
Kuwait, one that every woman can be

proud of. On August 2, 1990, Kuwait and the
world woke up to the horrific scenes of tanks
crossing the Kuwait border; our nation was
shocked. However, the women of Kuwait did not
stand idly by waiting for their future to be decided
for them and waiting for the nation’s men to speak
for them, 1990 being prior to women’s suffrage,
and female presence in the National Assembly.
There was a feeling of national outrage, hurt and
fear for the future of their children and families
and country. Everyone wanted to be involved and
proactively work to get our country back. Whilst
not politically yet having the right to speak out,
constitutionally men and women are equal. The
constitution gives women the right to a voice and
women took it.

Whilst the men of Kuwait were fighting the
invaders or were imprisoned, women were able to
take on roles traditionally considered solely suit-
able for males. It was a great step forward for
Kuwait, allowing women to shine and demonstrate
their capabilities, opening the door to social
development, better gender representation and a
start towards gender equality. 

But their role was more than just the work they
did; mothers, sisters, aunts took to the streets,
organizing peaceful demonstrations. It started
with just a few people, telephoning their friends
and neighbors, encouraging them to join the first
demonstration and just three days after the inva-
sion, 250 women were part of that first demon-
stration. The soldiers would never have allowed
such a gathering of men; they would have been
considered too great a threat. But the women
were peaceful and were allowed to continue; they
conducted prayers for those who had been mur-
dered by the invaders, they carried placards of
Kuwait’s beloved Amir and the Crown Prince.
More women joined them as they passed their
homes. Those brave women led the way for more
and more women joining the next day. Others
started their own demonstrations in their own
neighborhoods. Not only did they protest, but
they took practical action. They started training
courses for women in first aid, those with the
knowledge trained the community to deal with
food, water and energy shortages. The women
started a newsletter reporting successes of the
resistance; it gave people hope, and also let them
know what was really happening across the coun-
try. This was so important; Kuwait’s own news
coverage, both radio and print, had been shut
down and replaced by Iraq’s own, so access to
honest news and information was scarce and frag-
mented and full of negative propaganda.  Women
worked undercover as runners, collecting and
delivering supplies, including guns, money and
food to the resistance fighters; brave and danger-
ous work, indeed. They were vital to the cause in
so many ways. 

The Kuwaiti nation should be proud of our
women’s courage and strength and their passion
to stand up and protect their country, their peo-
ple, and their own freedom. These women deserve
to be honored. Their families and our nation
should always remember their strength and brav-
ery. It is a legacy. It is a reminder that if we work
together we can achieve anything. We can be
peaceful and yet strong. Kuwaiti women deserve
the equality that our Amir promised and that our
constitution provides us.

We have come a long way with regards to
equality, but there is still a long way to go, but at
least we are on our journey and we can see where
we want to go. Kuwaiti women are well educated,
with the right to vote in democratic elections; we
have the right to stand for office, and now finally
just last year we finally can enter the judiciary.
This last was truly an important step; a wonderful
progressive achievement. If we want laws to
change to give us equality and representation,
then women need to be in a position to change
them. Our country is made up of over 50 percent
women, parliament and the courts should display
this same representation, so our voice is heard
and our needs met. 

Despite 29 female candidates in the recent
elections, none were elected in the new National
Assembly in December. But a record number of
women did turn out to vote, which is encouraging.
We need to encourage women to have faith in
themselves, show them they can do the job and be
successful, as they were in the resistance. We
need strong female role models at all levels of
hierarchy and in all  professions. And we do
already have those; we just need to give them visi-
bility. There are many intelligent, capable women
doing wonderful jobs in Kuwait: in the fields of
law, politics, medicine, engineering, business.
There is strong hope for the future. Moving for-
ward we need better legislation to support female
entrepreneurs, so they have equal access to loans,
we need more equal parental leave for childcare,
we need mothers to have the right to guardianship
over themselves and their children. Gender equali-
ty will help boost our economy if more people
have access to work, and to work in the field that
they enjoy and choose, and can excel at. 

There is a lot to do, but we are making very
positive steps, all supported by our late Amir’s
Vision 2035. The women of the resistance paved
the way for modern Kuwaiti women; we owe it to
them to rise up to the challenges of today, to be
just as brave and strong as they were; to equally
contribute to leading the Kuwaiti nation into a
happy, safe and economically successful future.

— Dr Bashayer Al-Majed is a Professor of Law
at Kuwait University
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday cables
from top officials and figures, congratulating him on
the advent of Kuwait’s 60th National Day and 30th
Anniversary of Liberation. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, His Highness Chief of Kuwait National
Guard (KNG) Salem Ali-Salem Al-Sabah, His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy
Chief of KNG General Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah sent the cables. His Highness the
Amir, in his reply cables, thanked the officials for their
sincere sentiments towards the leadership and people
of Kuwait, wishing them success in serving the coun-
try in their respective posts and positions. Meanwhile,
His Highness the Amir received cables from GCC and
Arab leaders, congratulating him on Kuwait’s national
celebrations. His Highness the Amir sent reply cables
to the leaders, thanking them for their sincere senti-
ments towards Kuwait and its people. 

His Highness the Crown Prince also received a
letter of congratulations from Speaker Ghanem. The
Speaker, and on behalf of the MPs, congratulated His
Highness the Crown Prince on the advent of Kuwait’s
60th National Day and 30th Anniversary of the
Liberation Day. In a reply cable, His Highness the
Crown Prince thanked Speaker Ghanem and the
MPs for their sincere sentiments. Meanwhile, His
Highness the Crown Prince sent a cable to His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, congratulating
them on Kuwait’s 60th National Day and 30th
Anniversary of Liberation. His Highness the Crown
Prince received a reply letter from His Highness

Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, where they congratulated His
Highness the Crown Prince on the happy occasions.
Furthermore, His Highness the Crown Prince
received similar congratulations’ cables from His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad. In turn, His
Highness the Crown Prince, in reply cables, thanked
the officials for their sincere sentiments.

Leadership’s efforts
Kuwait celebrates its 60th National Day today,

marking the efforts of its leadership to develop all
sectors and preserve the country’s peace and sta-
bility. This year’s celebrations will be the first
under the leadership of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. During the celebra-
tions, Kuwait is also remembering the great efforts
of the late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who passed away on 29
September, after long years of national and inter-
national achievements at every level. Although this
year’s celebrations come in time of the coronavirus
virus crisis, as today marks one year since discov-
ering the first coronavirus case in Kuwait, this cri-
sis showed Kuwaiti people’s strength and unity in
facing the pandemic. Even though public celebra-
tions are banned by the government due to the
ongoing crisis, Kuwaiti families will continue cele-
brating the event in their homes. Meanwhile, all
segments of society are cooperating to deal with
the impact of the coronavirus, including the great
efforts of the health care workers and people who

volunteered in different areas.
Kuwait had celebrated the first national day on

June 19, 1962, organizing a huge military perform-
ance. Then Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah said in his speech that Kuwaitis will unite
in building a great future for their country and
achieve social equality. In the same year, Kuwait
launched an establishment council tasked with set-
ting the constitution that relies on democracy. The
constitution was approved by Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem in November 1962, then holding the first leg-
islative elections in 23 January, 1963. National day
celebrations continued to be held on June 19
between 1962-64, but an Amiri decree issued on
May 18, 1964, merging Independence Day with
ascension of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem to office to
be February 25. Kuwait’s foreign policy has always
been neutral and peaceful, while also focusing on
cooperation with regional and international organi-
zations to achieve international peace and stability.

Kuwait had also built strong relations with the
Arab and Muslim Worlds, and exerted great efforts
in supporting the work of the GCC, Arab League
and the UN. Moreover, the country has great
achievements in the humanitarian field, continuously
aiding those in need around the world. These efforts
were recognized by the UN in September 2014,
granting late His Highness Sheikh Sabah the
“Humanitarian Leader” title, and Kuwait the
“Humanitarian Center” title. In the 70s and 80s, the
National Day celebrations were held along the
Arabian Gulf street, with performances by school
students and musical bands. In 1985, Kuwait opened
the Flag Square overlooking Arabian Gulf to hold
national celebrations. The square also includes the
longest pole, raising the Kuwaiti flag to about 36
meters. —KUNA

Amir receives congratulations
on Kuwait national celebrations

Kuwait celebrates 60th National Day, marking great achievements

KUWAIT: The Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center lit with Kuwaiti flag colors to celebrate the 60th National Day of Kuwait. —KUNA


