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Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Speaker, Premier, Deputy PM

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also 

received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-

Saleh. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Speaker Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled, and Minister Saleh at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

DOHA: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani received Kuwaiti premier’s envoy, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah on the occasion of 
opening of the Sabah Al-Ahmad Corridor project in 
Doha yesterday. Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali con-
veyed to Qatar’s Amir greetings from His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali said that the Kuwaiti leadership expressed 
joy over the strong sentiments and affections 
towards the people of Kuwait, which contributed to 
the opening of the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Corridor. Kuwaiti Ambassador to Qatar Hafeeth Al-
Ajmi attended the reception. Qatari Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani later received Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali. 
During his meeting with Sheikh Khaled, Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali affirmed that it was important to 
continue dialogue with brethren in the GCC to 
develop relations and seek mutual benefit and inter-
ests. Kuwait’s Ambassador to Qatar attended the 
meeting. — KUNA

Qatar’s Amir 
receives Kuwaiti 
Defense Minister 

DOHA: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani meets Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. —  KUNA

Slovak President 
congratulates Amir
KUWAIT: President of 
the Slovak Republic 
Zuzana Caputova sent a 
congratulatory telegram 
to His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the 
occasion of Kuwait’s 
national holidays. “On 
behalf of the citizens of 
the Slovak Republic as 
well as on my own behalf, I sincerely congratulate 
you on the Independence Day and Liberation 
Day of your country,” President Caputova wrote 
in the telegram. “I believe that, as an international 
community, we will be able to overcome the cur-
rent difficult situation caused by the pandemic, 
and that, thanks to this, we will be able to contin-
ue to develop friendly relations and mutually 
beneficial cooperation between Slovakia and 
Kuwait for the benefit of the citizens of both 
countries. Your Highness, on this occasion I wish 
your country and all its citizens good health, sta-
bility and successful development.”

Zuzana Caputova

ABU DHABI: UAE Vice-President Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashed Al-Maktoum receives 
from Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah a letter 
from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to UAE 
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. —  KUNA

ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad holds talks with his UAE counter-
part Sheikh Abdullah Zayed Al-Nahyan yesterday. 

ABU DHABI: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a letter 
to UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-

Nahyan on ways of further strengthening bilat-
eral relations at al l  levels. Kuwait’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad 
Al-Sabah delivered the meeting during a meet-
ing with UAE Vice-President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler  of  Dubai  Sheikh Mohammad bin 
Rashed Al-Maktoum, a foreign ministry state-
ment said.  

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah later yesterday 
held talks with his UAE counterpart Sheikh 
Abdullah Zayed Al-Nahyan on the solid ties 
between the two countries, in a meeting in Abu 
Dhabi. The two sides explored cooperation in 
various domains, along with regional and inter-
national issues. — KUNA

Amir sends letter 
to UAE President

Continued from Page 1 
 
The bill however excludes urgent relief aid due to nat-

ural catastrophes and pandemics. It also calls on authori-
ties to use all available channels to ensure that loans given 
to foreign countries are repaid.  

MP Bader Al-Dahoum said yesterday that during a 
meeting of the budgets committee, he proposed to the 
director of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development to stop giving loans to foreign countries and 
instead direct the money to the Kuwaiti government to 
face the rising budget deficit. He said the director rejected 
the idea. He called on the government to seriously study 
the proposal because it will provide funds to the budget. 

The government has sent a draft law to the National 
Assembly seeking to withdraw KD 5 billion annually from 
the future generations fund to finance the state coffers in 
the face of a growing budget deficit. Finance Minister 
Khalifa Hamada said in a statement that the government 
projects accumulated deficits over five years - from fiscal 
years 2020/2021 until 2024/2025 - at KD 55.4 billion. 

Based on official statistics, accumulated actual budg-
et deficits in the seven years from 2014/2015 to 
2019/2020 reached KD 26.1 billion. This means budget 
deficits over 12 years could reach KD 81 billion. Notably, 
the budget  for the upcoming fiscal year is calculated 
based on an average oil price of $45 per barrel, while 
the budget for the current fiscal year is based on oil 
prices of $30 per barrel.  

The government’s bill to withdraw from the genera-
tions fund came after the state’s reserve fund was drained 

due to the sharp fall in oil prices. The finance ministry said 
easy methods to provide cash injections to the general 
reserve fund have vanished, and it’s time to carry out fun-
damental reforms that aim at reducing public spending, 
about 71 percent of which goes for wages and subsidies, 
and raising non-oil revenues. 

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday rejected 
three petitions calling to nullify the results of the National 
Assembly elections due to alleged irregularities. The rul-
ing, which is final, means the Assembly elections are 
immune to challenges. 

Also yesterday, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah held a virtual meeting 
regarding the right to access information law and its 
implementation rules, in the presence of ministers and 
leaders from 75 government agencies. The premier 
affirmed that the meeting aimed at discussing the mecha-
nisms and tools for implementing the law on the right to 
access information despite the government’s resignation, 
due to its importance.  

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said the National Assembly 
approved the government draft law on the right to access 
information in August and it was published in the official 
gazette, which is a true measure of the seriousness of 
Kuwait towards its international obligations that it has 
ratified, including the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.  

The law issuance is also an advanced step to enforce 
what Kuwait has committed to in accordance with inter-
national anti-corruption requirements, upon which 
Kuwait previously issued law no. 2 of 2016 establishing 
the Public Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha), he added. 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also noted that these laws and 
others are a step towards upholding the concepts of 
transparency and community participation. He called on 
all officials, government agencies and those addressing 
the provisions of this law to abide by its regulations. 

Bill filed to suspend 
foreign aid; election...
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COVID-19 patients recovered over the past 24 hours, 

taking total recoveries to 175,048. The proportion of 
recoveries compared to cases is estimated at 93.6 percent.   

Earlier yesterday, an official at the health ministry 
said the sixth batch of the Pfizer-BioNTech coron-
avirus vaccine will arrive in Kuwait on Sunday. 
Speaking to KUNA, Assistant Undersecretary for 
Drug and Food Control Dr Abdullah Al-Bader said 
Kuwait is keen on battling the spread of COVID-19 by 
reinforcing its national immunization campaign. The 
ministry is in direct contract with the pharmaceutical 
company for supplies of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines, 
affirmed Bader, who stressed vaccination is necessary 
to rid the world of this health menace. — KUNA 

Private clinics 
can buy and...
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“hotspot”, where Woods was traveling at “a 

greater speed than normal”, the sheriff added. 
“Apparently the first contact was with the center 
median, and from there (the car) crossed into the 
opposing lane of traffic, hit the curb, hit a tree, and 
there was several rollovers during that process,” said 
Villanueva. He did not say what caused the crash. 

The car ended up several hundred feet from the 
initial impact, lying on its side on a patch of grass 
some distance off the road, with its hood badly 
damaged. Deputy Carlos Gonzalez, the first officer 
to arrive at the scene, said it was “very fortunate 
that Mr Woods was able to come out of this alive”. 
Gonzalez found Woods trapped in his vehicle but 
conscious, appearing “calm and lucid” and able to 
identify himself to the deputy as “Tiger”. 

“It is my understanding that he had serious 
injuries to both legs,” said Los Angeles County fire 
chief Daryl Osby. Firefighters and paramedics extri-
cated Woods from the wreckage of his SUV and 
transported him with a neck collar and backboard 
to a local hospital via road. 

Woods, one of the most successful golfers of all 
time, has won 15 major championships. He recently 
underwent his fifth back surgery, and said he was 
uncertain if he would be able to complete his latest 
injury comeback in time to play at April’s Masters. 
“On behalf of the PGA Tour and our players, Tiger 
is in our prayers and will have our full support as he 
recovers,” PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan 
said in a statement. 

Woods was in the Los Angeles area for his annu-
al Genesis Invitational golf tournament at the 
Riviera Country Club, and was driving a courtesy 
car on the morning of the crash. The crash hap-
pened near the hilly Palos Verdes peninsula, at the 
bottom of a stretch of road which has runaway 
truck ramps for drivers who lose control going 
downhill. The section has become notorious for fatal 
accidents over the years. — AFP  
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the trial, Gharib wrote a letter expressing sorrow for 

the victims. He also wept as his lawyers called for his 
acquittal, arguing that he and his family could have 
been killed if he had not carried out the orders of the 
regime. But the court argued that he “knew that torture 
was being practiced” in the detention center, even if he 
himself had not beaten protesters.  

The trial marked the first time that photos from the 
so-called Caesar files were presented in a court of law. 
The 50,000 images taken by Syrian military police 
defector “Caesar” show the corpses of 6,786 Syrians 
who had been starved or tortured to death inside the 
Assad regime’s detention centers.   

Separately, a notorious Iraqi preacher said to be 

the Islamic State jihadist group’s de facto leader in 
Germany was sentenced to 10 years and six months 
in prison by a German court yesterday. The 37-year-
old Ahmad Abdulaziz Abdullah Abdullah, better 
known as Abu Walaa, helped radicalize young people 
in Europe and helped them travel to Iraq and Syria, 
the court found. 

He was found guilty of belonging to a foreign terror-
ist organization, helping to plan subversive violent acts 
and financing terrorism. Handing down the verdict after 
245 days of hearings, judge Frank Rosenow said Abu 
Walaa was “authorized to act in the name of IS” and 
was used by the jihadist group as its “representative in 
Germany” for propaganda and recruitment. 

The Iraqi preacher was in the dock with three other 
men in a costly, high-security trial that began in 2017 in 
the northern German town of Celle. His three co-defen-
dants were handed sentences ranging from four to 
eight years for supporting IS. Prosecutors had sought a 
prison sentence of 11 and a half years for Abu Walaa, 
while the defense had argued for an acquittal and criti-
cized key witness testimonies.  — AFP 

Germany convicts  
Syrian intel agent...


