
KOBLENZ/CELLE, Germany: A German court 
yesterday convicted a former Syrian intelligence 
service agent for complicity in crimes against 
humanity, in the first court case worldwide over 
state-sponsored torture by Syrian President Bashar 
Al-Assad’s government. Eyad Al-Gharib, 44, was 
sentenced to four and a half years in prison over his 
role in helping to arrest at least 30 protesters and 
deliver them to the Al-Khatib detention center in 
Damascus after a rally in Duma in autumn 2011. 

Almost 10 years since the Arab Spring reached 
Syria on March 15, 2011, the judgment is the first in 
the world related to what judge Anne Kerber called 
“widespread and systematic repression” of protesters 

by the regime in Damascus. The conviction was hailed 
as a “ray of hope” by Syrian Wassim Mukdad, a 
plaintiff who suffered torture in the Al-Khatib center, 
also named “Branch 251”. “This is just the beginning 
and the day will come when Bashar Al-Assad and his 
cronies, the army and intelligence generals are put on 
trial,” said Mukdad, who testified at the trial. Gharib, a 
former low-ranking member of the intelligence 
service, hid his face from the cameras with a folder 
as the verdict was read out, arms folded and wear-
ing a medical mask. He is the first of two defendants 
on trial since April 23 to be convicted by the court 
in Koblenz, after judges decided to split the pro-
ceedings in two. The second defendant, Anwar 
Raslan, 58, is accused directly of crimes against 
humanity, including overseeing the murder of 58 
people and the torture of 4,000 others.  

Patrick Kroker, a lawyer representing the joint 
plaintiffs, said Assad’s name was read out “at least 
five times during the verdict”, while prosecutor 
Jasper Klinge saw the proceedings as “a signal to 
the perpetrators” of mass crimes in Syria. 

Prosecutors in Koblenz had been seeking five and a 
half years for Gharib, who defected in 2012 before 
finally fleeing Syria in Feb 2013.  

After spending time in Turkey and then Greece, 
Gharib arrived in Germany on April 25, 2018. During  
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By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Five opposition lawmakers 
yesterday filed a draft law calling to sus-
pend Kuwait’s foreign aid for five years 
amid official reports stating that the 

country is projected to accumulate KD 
81 billion in fiscal deficits over 12 years. 
The bill, filed by MPs Hasan Jowhar, 
Abdullah Al-Mudhaf, Muhalhal Al-
Mudhaf, Hamad Rouh El-Din and 
Muhannad Al-Sayer, stipulates that the 

government suspend all forms of foreign 
aid, loans and deposits for five years due 
to the difficult financial situation facing 
Kuwait as a result of low oil prices and 
the coronavirus pandemic.  
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News in brief
J&J vaccine highly effective 

Happy National and Liberation Days to all our 
readers! Kuwait Times will not publish its print 
edition on Friday, February 26, 2021. Readers 
can stay informed with breaking news and 
information via KuwaitTimes.net and our digital 
media channels on Instagram, Twitter and 
Facebook: @KuwaitTimes
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Private clinics can buy and  
administer COVID vaccines

Kuwait reports 1,001 new cases, 5 deaths • Sixth batch of Pfizer jabs to arrive Sunday
KUWAIT: The health ministry yes-
terday allowed hospitals, health cen-
ters and private clinics to purchase 
COVID-19 vaccines from local agents 
or companies producing them after 
being licensed and approved by the 
ministry to provide vaccination serv-
ices. In a statement, the ministry said 
the permission was stated in circular 
no. 5/2021 issued through the health 
l icenses department. Applicants 
should complete the electronic con-
nection with the electronic platform 
of the ministry before starting to pro-
vide the vaccination service. 

The ministry stressed the need for 
recipients’ data to match all  the 
requirements of the automated 
COVID-19 vaccination service at the 
health ministry to issue vaccination 
certificates, indicating the need for 
hospitals, health centers and clinics to 
be located in a self-contained build-
ing that is not shared with other 
treatment institutions. They should 
also have vaccination permits from 
the health licensing department and 
commit to apply the precautionary 
measures recommended by the min-
istry of health. 

The ministry also stressed the 
need to stick to the standards, speci-

fications and guidelines related to 
transporting, storing and administer-
ing the vaccines issued by the pro-
ducer and from the drug and food 
control sector. The ministry affirmed 
that the service provider bears full 
responsibility for the accuracy of 
recipients’ data, ensuring data priva-
cy and following up on the vaccina-
tion dates of recipients with the 
responsibility to inform them via SMS 
messages of their scheduled dates for 
taking doses.  

The health ministry also 
announced yesterday 1,001 people 
contracted the novel coronavirus over 
the past 24 hours, taking total cases 
to 187,005, in addition to five new 
fatalities, with the death toll hitting 
1,062. Speaking during his daily 
briefing, the ministry’s official 
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad 
said the number of patients receiving 
treatment at intensive care units 
amounted to 147, putting the total 
number of confirmed cases that 
remain under treatment at 10,895. 

Sanad added swab tests conduct-
ed over the past 24 hours reached 
8,724, taking the total of such exami-
nations to 1,755,500. He said 960  
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Bill filed to suspend foreign aid; election petitions quashed 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs a virtual meeting with leaders from 75 govern-
ment agencies yesterday regarding the right to access information law, in the presence of Minister of Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh 
and Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Jazeera to launch US platform 
 
DOHA: Qatar-based broadcaster Al-Jazeera will 
launch a center-right news platform in the United 
States, the network said Tuesday, five years after 
shuttering a mainstream cable news broadcasting 
project in the US. Al-Jazeera said in a statement 
that “Rightly” would be a “new US-based digital 
platform that will generate content for audiences 
currently underrepresented in today’s media envi-
ronment”. — AFP 

Stadium renamed after Modi 
 
AHMEDABAD, India: The world’s biggest crick-
et stadium was renamed after India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in a surprise move yes-
terday, hours before its inaugural international 
match between India and England. The 110,000-
seater stadium was the pet project of Modi who 
was chief minister in Gujarat state, where 
Ahmedabad is the main city, before taking over as 
head of government in 2014. — AFP 

23 tons of cocaine seized  
 
BERLIN: Germany and Belgium have seized 23 
tons of cocaine in a record haul of the drug in 
Europe, German customs said yesterday. German 
officers had discovered 16 tons of cocaine hidden 
in containers from Paraguay at the port of 
Hamburg on Feb 12. Joint investigations into the 
stash with Dutch officers led authorities to swoop 
on another 7.2 tons in cocaine at the port of 
Antwerp in Belgium. Dutch police said they arrest-
ed a 28-year-old man early yesterday.  —AFP 

LOS ANGELES: The vehicle driven by golfer Tiger Woods lies on its side in Rancho 
Palos Verdes on Tuesday after a rollover accident. — AFP (See Page 16)

LOS ANGELES: US golf legend 
Tiger Woods was recovering in a hos-
pital yesterday after surgery for seri-
ous leg injuries sustained in a car 
crash that law enforcement officials 
said he was lucky to survive. Woods 
was driving in a Los Angeles suburb 
on a road notorious for fatal accidents 
when his car crashed, rolling several 
times. “He is currently awake, respon-
sive, and recovering in his hospital 
room,” his representatives said in a 
statement on Woods’s Twitter account 
late Tuesday. 

In the same statement, Harbor-

UCLA Medical Center chief medical 
officer Anish Mahajan said Woods 
underwent surgery to repair “signifi-
cant orthopedic injuries” to his lower 
right leg and ankle. This included the 
insertion of a rod into his tibia and the 
use of “a combination of screws and 
pins” to stabilize his foot and ankle, 
the statement read. 

Woods did not appear to be under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol dur-
ing the early-morning incident, said 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex 
Villanueva. Villanueva said investiga-
tors would determine if Woods may 
have been using a cellphone while 
driving or was otherwise distracted in 
any way. 

No other vehicles or passengers 
were involved in the crash, which 
occurred on a steep stretch of road 
known as an accident 
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Tiger Woods  
‘recovering’  
after surgery 

Eyad Al-Gharib Ahmad Abdullah

Germany convicts  
Syrian intel agent,  
Iraqi IS preacher

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s economic meltdown is not 
just leaving gaping holes in state coffers, with 
thieves now plucking Beirut’s manhole covers for 
scrap. Governor Marwan Abboud told AFP 

Wednesday that soaring poverty had led to a spike 
in the theft of manhole covers, because “they are 
made out of cast iron which has become much 
more expensive”. 

The fast disappearing manhole covers, which 
the authorities say they cannot afford to replace, 
are making the streets increasingly perilous for 
vehicles and pedestrians, especially at night. “We 
are deploying people to look for the thieves day 
and night,” said one municipality official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Lebanon’s Al-Akhbar daily newspaper said yes-

terday that a cover weighing upwards of 70 kg 
could fetch $100 for scrap, income that is attract-
ing increasingly organized and professional gangs. 
Lebanon is in the grips of its worst economic crisis 
since the 1975-1990 civil war, and Abboud said the 
thefts started rising after the devastating Aug 4 
port explosion sowed more misery.  

The Lebanese pound has lost more than 80 
percent of its value against the dollar on the black 
market, and a growing number of people in the 
once relatively prosperous nation are relying on 
food handouts and sinking into poverty.  — AFP 

Thieves go for  
manhole covers  
in Lebanon

WASHINGTON: The single-shot Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine is highly effective in preventing severe 
COVID-19, including the South African and Brazil vari-
ants, new documents released by the US Food and 
Drug Administration showed yesterday. In large clini-
cal trials, the vaccine efficacy against severe disease 
was 85.9 percent in the United States, 81.7 percent in 
South Africa, and 87.6 percent in Brazil. — AFP 


