
Arab, African trade
union calls for safe
working environment
KUWAIT: The President of the International
Federation of Asian and African Trade Unions Saud
Hujailan stressed the importance of the International
Labor Organization Convention on the Elimination

of Violence and Harassment, 2019 (No 190), pointing
to the right of workers, especially women, to work in
an environment free from violence and harassment.

Hujailan indicated, in a press statement, that these
anomalous phenomena negatively affect millions of
people around the world, calling on the countries
that have ratified the agreement to start taking steps
to protect, provide the necessary legal environment,
make appropriate improvements to the work envi-
ronment and push it in the right direction that pro-
vides job security for workers from both genders.

Hujailan pointed out some psychological, health,
and economic passive effects that result from vio-
lence and harassment in the world of work, which
affects labor productivity, especially after the
emerging of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
crisis. Hujailan stressed the need to activate the
role of civil society institutions, first in spreading
awareness and second in forming a front to pres-
sure on governments to sign the agreement and
implement all its provisions for the benefit of a
large number of workers.

He explained that the Convention (No 190)
defines violence and harassment as “a range of
unacceptable behaviors and practices or threats
associated with them, whether they occur once or

repeated, that aim, lead,
or are likely to lead to
physical, psychological,
sexual, or economic harm.
It includes violence and
harassment on the basis
of gender,” which
includes bullying and
harassment, and other
matters, noting that the
Convention recognizes
the right of everyone to a
world of work free from
violence and harassment, including violence and
harassment on the basis of gender, and provides
broad protection that applies to the public and pri-
vate sectors, the formal and informal economy, and
in urban and rural areas.

Hujailan revealed that the International
Federation of Asian and African Trade Unions
adopts spreading awareness of the importance of
the International Labor Organization Convention on
the Elimination of Violence and Harassment, 2019
(No. 190), through a series of events and visits to
members of the diplomatic corps accredited by the
member states of the Union. 

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The Cabinet on Monday
decided to ban dine-in at restaurants
and close all land and sea borders from
today as part of additional measures to
contain the spread of the coronavirus.
For Cristina, a restaurant owner, it’s a
struggle running her small business. 

“Restaurants have not completely
recovered from 2020 lockdowns and
curfews. We are not fully operational
and functional to this day because we
are still observing social distancing, so
the restaurant is never filled to capaci-
ty. Now dine-in has been banned. It
will definitely affect our sales,” she told
Kuwait Times.

At the time of restrictions in 2020,
she recalled the drastic impact of the
closures on her sales, as only takeout
and delivery services were allowed. “It
will be same now - because if you are
at home, you can cook your own food.
Why order from a restaurant? There
was a decline of 70 percent in sales at
that time, and it could be the same this
time,” Cristina added.

Small restaurants cannot afford to
pay delivery companies. “Delivery
services are too expensive for us. You
have to sign a contract and pay the
amount they need for the delivery
service - we cannot afford it. So we
ask taxi drivers or any available trans-
port to take the food to our customers.
The delivery charge is shouldered by

the customer. Who would like to order
food worth KD 5 if the delivery charge
is also KD 5, if you are in faraway
places like Fahaheel or Jahra?”
Cristina asked.

Cristina said the cost of delivery is
more expensive than going directly to
restaurants. “This is the reason why
many restaurant owners like dine-in
instead of delivery, because sometimes
the food is cheaper than the delivery
charge,” she said, adding that nearby
customers have an advantage. “If you
live in the vicinity, delivery is free.” 

Workers’ salaries
Kuwait Times asked her if she will

pay her workers full salaries. “I don’t
know - I need to meet our sales target.
How will I pay my workers; where will I
get money for rent,” she asked. “I hope
the government, like in Western coun-
tries, compensates small business
enterprises because they have no other
source of income. We don’t even know
how long we will be closed. I hope after
the holidays we can return to normal
operations,” she said.

The dine-in ban at restaurants and
cafes will go into effect today until fur-
ther notice, the Cabinet said in a state-
ment following a meeting at Seif Palace.
However, takeout and delivery services
are allowed throughout the day. 

Jason, a waiter at a restaurant in
Salmiya, said he was informed by his
boss yesterday to report to duty only

for three days a week. “I will not be
paid in full. Since there is no dine-in,
what will I do there? No tables to
clean. So I was told to come only on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. I don’t
know where to get money to send to
my family in the Philippines. I am pray-
ing the restrictions will not stay longer
than a week,” he said.

Leo, another restaurant owner, was
dismayed by the dine-in ban. “I just
opened the restaurant in November.
Now I am closing dine-in - I’ve hardly
got any return on my investment. I am
still trying to cope,” he said. Leo also
has a cargo and electronics business,
which he said were not as promising

as a restaurant. “I entered the restau-
rant business because they say it’s the
only business that can survive a crisis,
but I was wrong. I hope restriction
won’t stay longer than a week,” he told
Kuwait Times.

The Kuwaiti government on Feb 7
had ordered the closure of commercial
shops and malls from 8 pm to 5 am
and banned all forms of gatherings,
including those for national celebra-
tions on Feb 25 and 26. Kuwait has
reported a significant increase in the
number of coronavirus cases in the
past several weeks and blamed the
rise on failure to comply with health
measures by the public.
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Crimes
Nine sentenced to prison 
in human trafficking case

KUWAIT: The criminal court sentenced a Kuwaiti
company manager and an Egyptian man to 15 years
in jail and seven Egyptians for 10 years in a human
trafficking case, Al-Rai Arabic daily reported yester-
day. The prosecution referred the manager and the
suspects to court, charged with bringing their com-
patriots to Kuwait and falsely telling them there was
work for them. The prosecution charged all of them
with human trafficking. The victims were brought in
by a company managed by the first accused, who
took their passports. They were tricked into believing
that they were hired in Kuwait in various professions
for wages of KD 150 per month each, in addition to
other advantages. They were charged money for
work contracts. The suspects took advantage of the
victims’ plight in order to take additional money from
them and restrict their freedom.

Felony and kidnapping 

KUWAIT: A security source said a Kuwaiti told
them he saw a woman near Doha chalets who
seemed disoriented. The woman claimed she was
kidnapped, so West Sulaibkhat police responded
and found the citizen with the woman, who did not
have an ID on her, Al-Rai Arabic daily reported yes-
terday. She claimed that she took a taxi from Nahda
to take her to Doha, but after she boarded the car,
she was beaten by the driver who also took her
phone, before losing consciousness after he placed a
scarf on her face. She said when she came around,
she found herself on the ground without clothes. The
victim was taken by police to Sabah Hospital to
obtain a medical report. A deputy prosecutor ques-
tioned her and asked a felony and kidnapping case
be registered. Detectives are investigating.

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows people dining outside a restaurant in
Kuwait.  — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

‘Still recovering’: Restaurants
lament dine-in ban in Kuwait

Restaurants hit hard in 2020 despite allowing takeout, delivery services

Saud Hujailan

Kuwait University
produces effective
drug against vitiligo
KUWAIT: Kuwait University, namely the patents
bureau, yesterday announced producing a medicine
for treating vitiligo. Dr Salman Al-Sabah, the assis-

tant deputy rector for research cooperation, said in
a statement to the press that the production and
marketing patent accord was recently inked for
Kuwaiti teacher and researcher Mohammad Al-
Ansari. On January 19, a deal for production of the
medicine was inked with a Dutch company for dis-
tributing the drug in international markets this year.
Dr Salman Al-Sabah said the drug’s ingredients
include a mixture of plant-extracted materials that
activate the melanin cells and others that have anti-
oxidation effects. — KUNA

KAFO launches
‘unleash your
dream’ campaign
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Achievers for Future
Opportunities (KAFO) will launch the “unleash
your dream” campaign aimed at cultivating
national talents. In a press release, executive
director of the campaign Dr Fatema Al-Mosawi
indicated that the campaign was looking for indi-

viduals and groups that will inspire society as a
whole to boost Kuwait’s status and development.
Dr Mosawi encouraged people to register with
KAFO to serve the country and develop it future.
Meanwhile, the official indicated that the launch
of the campaign coincided with 100-day count-
down for the launch of the first Kuwaiti satellite
QMR-KWT. SpaceX will handle the launch of the
satellite scheduled for mid-2021. KAFO is an
entity associated with the Amiri Diwan and came
into existence according to the wishes of late
Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to help the youth achieve their
dreams. — KUNA

Kuwaiti oil price
rises 56 cents
to $61.95 pb 
KUWAIT: Kuwait oil gained 56 cents during
Monday’s trading to reach $61.95 per barrel (pb)
compared with $61.39 pb last Friday, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yesterday.
Benchmark Brent crude closed at $65.24 pb after
rising by $2.33, and West Texas Intermediate
increased by $2.44 to $61.70 pb. The OPEC daily
basket price of 13 crudes went up by 70 cents to
$62 pb on Monday, compared with $61.30 last
Friday, said the OPEC Secretariat yesterday. OPEC
annual price in 2020 was $41.47 pb.  However, the
prices of other standard crudes increased due to
the slow resumption of US crude production after it
was reduced by freezing weather conditions, while
demand recovered from its low levels during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Market traders indicate that American producers
need at least two weeks to resume production of
more than two million barrels per day (bpd) of

crude, due to cold weather, as recovery is slowed
by frozen pipelines and power cuts. Prices were
also boosted by expectations of investment bank
Goldman Sachs that oil would reach $70 in Q2 and
$75 in Q3. The countries of the OPEC alliance
agreed on January 5 to curb the high production
and to deal with caution with regard to production
levels by gradually returning 2 million bpd to the
market, with the speed being determined according
to market conditions and developments.

OPEC Secretariat said in its periodic report for
the current month of February that the demand for
OPEC crude in 2021 will reach 27.5 million bpd,
about 5 million bpd more compared to 2020.
OPEC Plus will hold its 14th ministerial meeting on
March 4, to assess the developments in the global
oil market and take a decision in proportion to the
expected demand for crude and the speed of the
global economic recovery. The OPEC Reference
Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of the follow-
ing: Saharan Blend (Algeria), Girassol (Angola),
Djeno (Congo), Zafiro (Equatorial Guinea), Rabi
Light (Gabon), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of
Iran), Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait),
Es Sider (Libya), Bonny Light (Nigeria), Arab
Light (Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE) and Merey
(Venezuela). — KUNA


