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KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported 
1,015 new coronavirus cases and eight 
COVID-related deaths, taking the total 
cases up to 186,004 and deaths to 1,057. 
The Ministry of Health also reported that 
906 more people have been cured of the 
virus, raising the total of those to have 
overcome the disease to 174,088. The 
number of people hospitalized with the 
virus stood yesterday at 10,859, with 146 
of them in intensive care units, ministry 
spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad told a 
press conference. He added that some 
8,221 swab tests were conducted over the 
same period, bringing the total up to 
1,746,776. He went on to urge the public 
to abide by health precautions, mainly 
social distancing, to help curb the spread 
of the virus. 

 
Latest developments 

The Cabinet had followed up on the 
latest developments related to the pan-
demic during its weekly meeting chaired 
by His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah on Monday. Minister of Health 
Sheikh Dr Basil Hmoud Al-Sabah briefed 
ministers on the health situation in the 
country, including details of the overall 
statistics and non-positive indicators that 
confirm the recent high numbers of infec-
tion cases compared to the number of 
swabs. The Cabinet was also briefed on 
the remarkable increase in the number of 
fatalities, in addition to an increase in the 
number of people receiving treatment in 
hospitals and the percentage of intensive 
care occupancy, which warns of the need 
to take strict measures to limit the spread 
of this pandemic. In this regard, the 
Cabinet reviewed recommendations by 
the Ministerial Committee for 

Coronavirus Emergencies, and decided 
the following: 

First: Closing the land and sea borders, 
with the exception of shipping operations 
and workers in the divided zone and their 
relatives. The return of citizens from land 
and sea borders, their first-degree rela-
tives, and their companions, which may 

include domestic workers, will be allowed. 
The Cabinet also assigned the Ministry of 
Interior and General Administration of 
Customs to implement the provisions of 
the decision, which shall be enforced as of 
today until further notice. 

Second: Prohibiting dinging inside all 
kinds of restaurants and cafes, including 
those inside malls and shopping centers, 
with the exception of takeout orders and 
delivery services which will continue to 
operate. The decision shall be enforced as 
of today until further notice. 

Third: The number of workers in public 
workplaces must not exceed 30 percent, 
and each government agency shall deter-
mine the appropriate percentage for it in a 
way that does not exceed these limits in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
public interest and work conditions. 
Meanwhile, the private sector must adhere 
to the percentage of the number of work-

ers in the workplace by no more than 50 
percent. Furthermore, full commitment 
should be observed in all cases to health 
preventive measures set by the competent 
health authorities, as well as procedures, 
rules, flexible working hours and remote 
work in accordance with the manual of 
policies and procedures for the gradual 
return to work issued by the Civil Service 
Bureau. The decision is effective from 
today until further notice. 

 
Public transportation 

Fourth: Forcing public transportation to 
adhere to the number of passengers, 
which should not exceed 30 percent of 
the total carrying capacity in buses, with a 
commitment to apply the health and pre-
ventive measures in force by the Ministry 
of Health in this regard, effective from 
today until further notice. 

Fifth: The Cabinet was informed on the 
mechanism adopted by the Public 
Authority for Sports and the Kuwaiti 
Olympic Committee regarding the pro-
posed procedures to enforce health 
requirements at sports facilities for the 
return of sports activity in the country. 
The Public Authority for Sports was 
assigned, in coordination with the 
Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, 
and Kuwaiti Olympic Committee, to take 
measures necessary to implement the 
mechanism needed. 

Sixth: Forming a joint committee head-
ed by the Ministry of Interior and mem-
bership of each of Ministry of Health, 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation to 
oversee the mechanism for enforcing insti-
tutional quarantine applied to all arrivals 
to the country. 

Seventh: The Cabinet approved a 
Ministry of Health request regarding the 

recruitment of the third batch of medical 
staff from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
including doctors, nursing and technical 
staff. It assigned the Ministry of Health to 
coordinate with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation in this regard. 

The Cabinet also affirmed on the 
importance of continuing to apply precau-
tionary measures and preventive meas-

ures, applying social distancing standards, 
avoiding gatherings, and increasing cau-
tion to limit the spread of the coronavirus, 
especially to elderly and patients with 
chronic diseases. The Council of Ministers 
also stressed the need for citizens and res-
idents to adhere to the Cabinet’s decision 
to prevent gatherings and celebrations of 
national holidays, in order to avoid risks of 
infections.  — KUNA 
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 machine-gun fire during a 10-hour siege. I saw 

the faces of those young martyrs and my heart went 
out to their families.   

Today, the museum may be strewn with bullet 
holes and riddled with damage, but the structure 
still stands proudly, battle scars and all. To me, it 
perfectly symbolizes the Kuwaiti people’s spirit 
while under occupation - tenacious and impossible 
to destroy. 

In the 30 years since liberation, Kuwait has re-
emerged as a pillar of stability in a region marred 
by conflict. In these past three decades, the rela-
tionship between our two countries has only grown 
stronger. Since 2003, Kuwait has provided the main 
platform for US and coalition operations in Iraq, and 
it continues to play an integral role in the fight 
against ISIS.  

But our relations are so much more than securi-
ty and defense matters. When Hurricane Katrina 
devastated parts of America in 2005, Kuwait 
pledged $500 million in aid to US relief efforts, 
the single largest donation of its kind at the time. 
Americans appreciated Kuwait’s generosity dur-
ing our time of crisis.   

More recently, after the Gulf crisis broke in 2017, 
the United States quickly turned to the late Amir to 
help settle the dispute. Both our countries recog-
nized early on that the rift harmed our mutual inter-
ests and only served our adversaries in the region. If 
not for Kuwait’s role, who knows where the GCC 
would stand today?  

To mark the creative bonds between our people, 
US and Kuwaiti musical artists were inspired to 
record a beautiful version of a traditional Kuwaiti 
song “Kulama Zadat Al Mihan”.  American and 
Kuwaiti sculptors also designed and produced the 
first-ever glass sculpture of the Kuwait desert bush, 
the Arfaj.   

2021 is an important year for the United States 
and Kuwait. In addition to the 30th anniversary of 
the liberation, we will mark 60 years since estab-
lishing formal diplomatic relations between our two 
countries. Foreign Minister Dr Ahmed Al-Nasser 
Al-Sabah described the US-Kuwait relationship 
best during the Strategic Dialogue in Washington 
last November: “We have a beautiful story, and we 
will make sure that story continues for generations 
to come.” 

I couldn’t agree more with the Foreign Minister, 
and as US Ambassador to Kuwait, I will continue 
my work and that of my predecessors to further 
strengthen our two countries’ ties. Undoubtedly, 
under President Biden’s administration, and through 
the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, our story will 
continue to flourish for years to come. 

US-Kuwait success  
story: 30 years...

WASHINGTON: The American flag is seen at half-staff over the White House in honor of the 500,000 lives lost 
to coronavirus in the United States. — AFP 
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“I ask all Americans to remember, remember those 

we lost and those they left behind,” Biden said. “I also 
ask us to act, to remain vigilant, to say socially distant, 
to mask up, to get vaccinated.” Biden, accompanied by 
his wife Jill and Vice President Kamala Harris and her 
husband Doug Emhoff, then stood outside the White 
House to mark a moment’s silence in front of 500 can-
dles representing the toll - the highest reported of any 
country. 

Earlier, flags were lowered over the White House and 
at federal buildings nationwide as well as at embassies 
around the world. “As a nation we cannot and must not 
let this go on,” Biden said, urging unity. “We have to 
fight this together as one people, as the United States of 
America. 

Unlike his predecessor Donald Trump, who often 
sought to minimize the disease, Biden has made the 
pandemic his top priority, simultaneously pushing an 
aggressive vaccine rollout and making frequent, public 
shows of empathy. It is a strategy that could make or 
break the Biden presidency, already juggling high-
stakes economic challenges and the tense political after-
math of the Trump era. 

Biden has warned that the US toll could still go “well 
over” 600,000. But signs are also emerging that 
progress is being made both in the United States and 
around the world, with infections dropping sharply and 
vaccine deliveries rising steadily. 

In Britain, Prime Minister Boris Johnson outlined a 
“gradual and cautious” approach to lifting curbs in 
England that could see life there return almost to normal 
by the end of June. The first step will be the return of 
children to schools from March 8. There was also good 
news from a University of Edinburgh study finding that 
Pfizer and Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccinations have led to 
a “substantial reduction” in COVID-19 admissions to 
hospitals in Scotland. 

Despite the dramatic losses in the United States, the 
trend there is also sharply downward. Rochelle 
Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control, 
said US deaths are at their lowest since December, with 
a 39 percent drop in the latest seven-day average of 
new daily cases. Globally, the toll is nearing 2.5 million. 

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization on 

Monday blasted wealthy countries for not only hogging 
COVID vaccines but in doing so, hindering the pathway 
for poorer nations to get them too. WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said some rich 
countries’ direct deals with manufacturers had meant 
that previously-agreed vaccine allocations for poorer 
countries, via the Covax program, were being reduced. 

The UN health agency chief said money was avail-
able to procure doses for some of the poorest countries, 
following fresh contributions from the United States, the 
European Union and Germany - but it was worthless if 
there was nothing to buy. Tedros urged wealthy nations 
to check whether their own deals with pharmaceutical 
companies were undermining Covax, which poorer 
countries are relying on as they await their first doses. 

“Even if you have the money, if you cannot use the 
money to buy vaccines, having the money doesn’t mean 
anything,” he told a virtual press conference with 
German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier. The ONE 
Campaign, an organization co-founded by U2 singer 
Bono, said last week that members of the Group of 
Seven top industrialized nations along with the rest of 
the EU plus Australia had collectively bought nearly 1.25 
billion more doses than they needed to inoculate every 
member of their populations against COVID-19. 

The first wave of Covax vaccines are to be shipped 
out between late February and the end of June. Some 
145 participating economies are set to receive 337.2 
million doses - enough to vaccinate a little over three 
percent of their combined populations. Covax has said it 
hopes to raise the figure to up to 27 percent in lower-
income countries by the end of December. 

Steinmeier said that although countries were focused 
on protecting their own citizens from coronavirus, it 
made sense for the wealthier nations speeding ahead in 
the vaccine race to ensure that people in poorer nations 
were jabbed at the same time.  

The European Commission is working with pharma-
ceutical giants to ramp up production of vaccines to 
between two and three billion doses per year, more than 
enough for the EU population of 450 million. Visiting 
the Pfizer-BioNTech plant in Puurs, Belgium, EU 
Commissioner Thierry Breton said the goal was for 
Europe to become the number one vaccine producing 
continent, but that its neighbors would not be forgotten.  

Earlier, Tedros called for intellectual property 
rights on COVID-19 medical goods to be waived - a 
move which could facilitate greater knowledge-
sharing and the rapid scale-up of production sites. 
The idea, current ly before the World Trade 
Organization, is staunchly opposed by pharmaceuti-
cal giants. — AFP 

US mourns 500K  
deaths; WHO...

KUWAIT: These photos released by Kuwait Airways yesterday show workers fumigating Terminal 4 (T4) at 
Kuwait International Airport. Kuwait Airways said in a statement that the building is regularly sanitized to 
prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) or any possible new variants.


