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Ana, a member of the collective “Mujeres de la Tierra”, speaks during an interview, in Milpa Alta, Mexico City. — AFP photos

View of corn at the kitchen of the collective “Mujeres de
la Tierra”.

View of tamales -traditional Mexican food- at the
kitchen of the collective “Mujeres de la Tierra”.

On the outskirts of Mexico City, a
group of women prepare tortillas
in a community kitchen that has

provided sanctuary from gender vio-
lence and the economic fallout of the
pandemic. While one lights the stove,
others grind corn, knead dough and
wash vegetables. The Latin American
country, long beset by a culture of
machismo, is in the grips of a femicide
crisis with 10 women murdered every
day. The pandemic, and the confine-
ment it forced on them, has been a
wake-up call for some women facing
abuse at home. The members of the
Mujeres de la Tierra (Women of the
Land) cooperative now sell tortillas,
tamales and other maize-based delica-
cies through social networks.
“Unfortunately we have all suffered from
violence of some kind.... psychological,
physical, financial violence,” said Alma,
31, who like the others did not want to
give her full name.

The project has given the women new
hope, since the coronavirus robbed
them of their jobs and exposed them to
increased domestic violence, which they
prefer not to talk much about. “We’re
very lucky to be able to work with what
the land gives us to produce and
escape the violence that we experi-
enced at home,” said Alma, standing
next to a still-smoking stove. In recent

years, Mexico has seen a relentless
increase in gender violence, and the
pressures of the pandemic have only
made things worse. Last year, there
were around 940 femicides, while the
authorities received more than 260,000
calls for help because of violence
against women, the most in five years.

‘Yes we can’ 
In March 2020, when the pandemic

arrived in Mexico, the members of the
collective found themselves among the
many women put out of work by the cri-
sis. According to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean, the participation of

Latin American women in the labor mar-
ket fell from 52 percent in 2019 to 46
percent in 2020. Gris said that when
times were tough they turned to what
they knew: putting tortillas and other
corn delicacies like tlacoyos and gordi-
tas on the grill.

Mexico’s economy contracted 8.5
percent in 2020, the worst slump since
the Great Depression some nine
decades ago. But the economic gloom
cannot overcome the sense of happi-
ness in the kitchen, filled with music and
brightened by purple corn on the cob.
“Our self-esteem is sometimes really low
with so many problems, said Gris, a 34-
year-old mother of four.

“Then suddenly there’s good news,”
she added. “It motivates us to say: yes
we can. There will be ups and downs.”
The trust they have built has made it
possible for the women to support each
other, each in their own way. “It was our
needs and the stark realities that made
us say, in an act of desperation:
enough!”, said Chio, 33. Leticia, 39, said
the cooking collective and its spirit of
solidarity have brought many benefits. “I
feel very good because this project has
given me confidence as well as financial
and emotional security. It has given me
many things,” she said. — AFP

Kim and Kanye
West’s ‘quick’
divorce

Kim Kardashian West and Kanye
West’s divorce “came together
quickly”. Representatives for the

40-year-old reality TV star confirmed that
she has filed for divorce from the 43-
year-old rapper after almost seven years
of marriage and insiders say the pair
were in agreement about custody of
their children and the splitting of assets.
A source told PEOPLE: “The parenting
plan and split of assets came together
quickly, in the past few days. Kim and
Kanye basically wanted the same thing.”
And Kim - who is asking for joint legal
and physical custody - is reportedly try-
ing to be “as gentle and kind” as possi-
ble to Kanye, who has bipolar disorder.

The source said: “She’s worried about
sending him into another tailspin,
because that’s not good for anyone,
especially the kids. So she’s being as
gentle and kind as she can be, while still
standing up for what she feels she
needs to stand up for.” Kim and Kanye
have agreed not to contest their pre-
nuptial agreement and the pair are close
to working out a full settlement. Right
now, their main focus is on caring for
their children; North, seven, Saint, five,

Chicago, three, and Psalm, 21 months.
Another insider said: “Both of them want
nothing but the best for the kids. They
want the kids to be happy. The kids will
stay with Kim, but Kanye will be able to
see them whenever he wants to. They
will work out a schedule that is good for
everyone.”—BangShowbiz

Hosk named
her daughter 
after a Finnish
goddess

Elsa Hosk named her daughter after
a “forest goddess” in Finnish
mythology. The 32-year-old model

welcomed her first child, Tuulikki Joan
Daly, with her partner Tom Daly just one
week ago, and she has now opened up
on the meaning behind the tot’s unique
moniker. Elsa revealed Tuulikki is her
mother’s middle name, and is also the
name of a goddess, as the literal transla-
tion of the Finnish moniker is “little wind”.
In a Q&A on her Instagram Story, she
said: “It wasn’t hard to choose her name
because I always knew I wanted a
Finnish name. I think Finnish names are
so cute. And Tuulikki is my mom’s mid-
dle name and my mom’s side of the fam-
ily is from Finland, and they all have
Finnish names and they’re all so cute.
“And when I told Tom about this name,
he loved it too, which was a sign
because it’s kind of a very unique name.
So for him to love it, I thought, ‘We have
to name her Tuulikki.’

“‘Tuuli’ means ‘wind’ and ‘Tuulikki’
means ‘little wind,’ and [it’s] also the

name of a forest goddess.” Meanwhile,
Elsa recently spoke about the down-
sides of giving birth, as she described
the process as the “worst pain, fear and
darkness” she has ever felt. She said:
“It’s the worst pain, fear and darkness
I’ve ever experienced in those moments.
I feel like an animal. I have given up
every sense of what you’re supposed to
look like, what anyone would think of me,
what was normal many, many hours
ago.” The star also opened on the emo-
tional moment when she welcomed her
daughter to the world. She recalled:
“With the biggest, most extended push,
and a sound and sensation that I’ve nev-
er felt or made in life - the whole head
came out. I’m so relieved, I’ve never felt
more relieved. I feel like it’s over. Then
her body with another big push. And she
is put on my chest. All bloody and fluids
are everywhere and she is pooping all
over me, and she is looking for my nip-
ple. And the most pain I’ve ever felt is
forgotten, I am overwhelmed with love,
proudness, happiness.”

— Bang Showbiz

In a book of over 200 pages, the
shocking revelations about incest
feature on only around a dozen of

them, but their impact is still being felt
in France more than six weeks after
publication. The book-”La familia
grande” by Camille Kouchner-initially
sent shockwaves through the close-
knit intellectual world of Left Bank
Paris, but has since led to multiple
police investigations and another
national reckoning with sexual abuse.
Just over three years since the
#MeToo movement broke taboos
around rape across the world, France
is seeing another outpouring of sto-
ries and a wide-ranging debate
about sex, power and consent. Each
week brings new revelations target-
ing the rich and powerful, with one of
the country’s best-known television
presenters, Patrick Poivre d’Arvor,
becoming the latest to be accused of
rape on Thursday, which he denies.

“I’m bowled over by what’s hap-
pening,” Kouchner said this week
during a television interview about
her book, which has sold 300,000
copies since its release in early
January. “I absolutely didn’t expect
this.” She attributed its success to the
MeToo movement which opened the
floodgates to long-suppressed sto-
ries of sexual abuse globally, forcing
policymakers and men to acknowl-
edge the scale of the problem for the
first time. But she also pointed to
another book last year by author
Vanessa Springora, who detailed
how she had been groomed and
abused by the celebrated French
author Gabriel Matzneff, who had
never hidden his pedophilia. “I
knew... that there was a chance I
would be listened, that it was maybe
the right time,” Kouchner told the Le
Quotidien TV show on Monday.

‘A detonator’ 
In “La familia grande”, the 45-

year-old lawyer recounts her life in a
supremely well-connected Parisian
family, with its showbiz relatives,
divorces, intellectual friends, and
sun-kissed holidays in the south of
France. Kouchner is the daughter of
left-wing writer and intellectual
Evelyne Pisier, who once had a rela-
tionship with Fidel Castro, and
Bernard Kouchner, co-founder of the
Medecins Sans Frontieres humanitar-
ian group and a former foreign minis-
ter. In 1987, her mother divorced and
married political scientist Olivier
Duhamel, the wealthy son of a former
minister, who rose to become an
advisor to several presidents and a
well-known figure in the capital’s
most elite social circles. 

Duhamel, Kouchner writes, began
sexually abusing her twin brother
when they were in their early teens, a
scandal they revealed only 20 years
later, which was ignored by their
mother and the couple’s close friends
once they were informed. For French
Justice Minister Eric Dupond-Moretti,
the book has been a “spark in a pile
of gunpowder”, while ruling party MP
Bruno Questel called it “a detonator”.
Questel gave a wrenching live televi-
sion interview at the end of January in
which he explained how he had been
raped at the age of 11 by someone
“not from the family but while on holi-
day by a family friend.” “It’s a huge
movement that has set people free to
talk,” he said, referring to Kouchner’s
book.

1960s libertarianism 
Duhamel, 70, now faces a criminal

investigation and has resigned from
his host of academic, media and
executive positions, which included
heading the elite Parisian networking
club Le Siecle. He described the
incest allegations in a statement as
“personal attacks”, but has not given
an interview or spoken publicly to
deny them more forcefully. Part of the
explanation for the alleged abuse,
and reluctance of those who knew
the truth to speak out, has been
attributed to the “anything-goes” atti-
tudes of bourgeois left-wing Paris
which are rooted in 1960s libertarian-
ism. “Was there consent? What age
did it start, and was there a form of
reciprocity?” well-known philosopher
Alain Finkielkraut, one of the few to
try to defend Duhamel publicly,
asked during an interview on the LCI
channel last month. When reminded
that the allegations were of child
abuse by a step-father, Finkielkraut
responded: “It’s an adolescent, it’s
not the same thing.” The resulting
outcry, which saw Finkielkraut
barred from LCI, cast light on
France’s current laws on child
abuse, sexual assault and incest
which campaigners have long
sought to change. —AFP
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wave crashes over
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Kim Kardashian West and Kanye West

Ana, a member of the collective “Mujeres de la Tierra”, prepares Mexican traditional food.

Cooking collective helps
Mexican women escape abuse

Leticia, a member of the collective “Mujeres de la Tierra”, works in the kitchen.


