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TEHRAN: Iran yesterday hailed a visit by the UN
nuclear watchdog chief and a temporary agreement
on site inspections as a “significant achievement”,
amid international efforts to salvage its troubled
nuclear deal. US President Joe Biden, European
powers and Tehran are trying to keep alive Iran’s
2015 nuclear agreement that has been on the brink
of collapse since Donald Trump withdrew from it
almost three years ago.

Tehran demands Washington take the first step
by scrapping sanctions Trump reimposed since
2018, while Washington insists Iran first return to all
its nuclear commitments, some of which it has
backed away from. In the standoff, Iran’s parliament
last year demanded that Tehran by today this week
limit some inspections by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) if sanctions were not lifted
by a deadline two days before then.

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi on Sunday held last-
ditch talks in Tehran, where the two sides hammered
out a temporary technical deal for up to three
months that is in line with the Iranian parliament’s

demands. They confirmed that Iran will continue to
allow access to UN inspectors to its declared
nuclear sites. 

But Iran will temporarily suspend so-called “vol-
untary transparency measures”-notably inspections
of non-nuclear sites, including military sites sus-
pected of nuclear-related activity.

Tehran will also deny the IAEA real-time access
to footage from surveillance cameras installed at
some sites and, if sanctions are not lifted within
three months, delete it, Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organization has said.

Not ‘flying blind’ 
Grossi said afterwards that under the new tem-

porary understanding “there is less access” but that
the IAEA will be able to “retain the necessary
degree of monitoring and verification work”. The
last-minute deal had prevented the IAEA from “fly-
ing blind”, he said, adding that now “political dis-
cussions at other levels can take place”.

Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday hailed the out-

come, saying it complied with parliament’s demands
and “resulted in a very significant diplomatic
achievement and a very significant technical
achievement”. The United States and Iran have been
bitter enemies since the 1970s, and Washington
accuses Iran of destabilizing the region through
support for Shiite Muslim militant groups, especially
in Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen.

Animosity deepened under Trump, whose diplo-
matic and economic “maximum pressure” campaign
has denied Iran crucial oil revenues and cut it off
from global banking, deepening its economic woes.

Under Trump, the United States and Iran came to
the brink of war several times, most recently early
last year when a US drone strike in Baghdad killed
top Iranian general Qasem Soleimani.

‘Soberly, cautiously’ 
Biden has sought to resume diplomacy with Iran

and rescue the nuclear deal that was struck with the
five permanent members of the UN Security
Council and Germany while he served under former

US president Barack Obama. The parties to the deal
with Iran saw it as the best way to stop the Islamic
republic from building a nuclear bomb-a goal
Tehran has always denied.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
warned Sunday that if the sanctions are not lifted,
his nation would continue scaling back its commit-
ments under the nuclear deal.

The stockpile of “enriched uranium will
increase”, he said, stressing that Tehran had the
right within the agreement to stop observing com-
mitments “totally or partially” if the other parties fail
to honour theirs. “We are still in the partial phase,”
Zarif said. “We can be total.”

The head of US forces in the Middle East,
General Kenneth McKenzie, in an AFP interview
Sunday urged Iran to refrain from any provocation
and not to undertake any “nefarious activities”, in a
bid to rebuild trust. “I would think this would be a
good time for everybody to behave soberly and
cautiously, and see what happens,” said the head of
the US Army Central Command. — AFP

IAEA, Iran hammer out ‘temporary deal’
Tehran says IAEA chief’s visit led to ‘significant achievement’

VIENNA: Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael Mariano Grossi addresses the media after his arrival at Vienna International Airport. —AFP 

NEW YORK: Reggie Wood and the Ilyasah Shabazz (left), Qubiliah Shabazz (center) and Gamilah Shabazz (right) daughters of Malcolm-X
during a news conference to present new evidence in the assassination of the civil rights activists in New York City. —AFP 

Malcolm X’s
family calls to
reopen probe
into murder
NEW YORK: The daughters of promi-
nent Black activist Malcolm X have called
to reopen the investigation into his mur-
der in light of new testimony implicating
the New York police and the FBI.

“Any evidence that provides greatest
insight into the truth behind that terrible
tragedy should be thoroughly investigat-
ed,” said I lyasah Shabazz, one of
Malcolm X’s six daughters, during a
press conference on Saturday.
Considered alongside Martin Luther
King Jr as one the most inf luential
African Americans in history, Malcolm X

was an outspoken Muslim advocate of
Black rights, although critics said he
preached racism and violence.

He was gunned down during a public
speaking appearance in New York in
February 1965.

When contacted Sunday by AFP, a
spokesman for the Manhattan district
attorney said the office’s “review” of the
case is “active and ongoing.” During the
press conference, a letter written by for-
mer New York police officer Raymond
Wood, now deceased, was read out, in
which he accused the NYPD and FBI of
being complicit in the killing.

According to his cousin, Wood, who
was Black and worked as an undercover
operative, claimed to have approached
Malcolm X’s entourage on orders from
his higher-ups.

Wood said he set up two of the
activist’s bodyguards, who were arrested
only a few days before the murder. On
February 21, 1965 — 55 years ago to the
day-El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, Malcolm

X’s Muslim name, sans the two body-
guards, was shot dead by three gunmen
as he prepared to give a speech in the
Audubon Ballroom, a theater in Harlem, in
the north of Manhattan.

Wood, who did not want his testimony
to become public until after his death,
maintained that the New York police
department and the FBI kept certain
aspects of the case secret.

In February 2020, after the Netflix
release of the docuseries “Who Killed
Malcolm X?”, Manhattan district attor-
ney Cyrus Vance asked his teams to
review the case in order to determine
whether or not the investigation should
be reopened. When contacted Sunday by
AFP, the New York police said it had
released “all available records relevant to
that case” to the DA’s office.

The NYPD “remains committed to
assist with that review in any way,” a
spokesperson said. The FBI’s New York
office did not respond to AFP’s request
for comment. — AFP

Algerians hit
streets on
protest ’versary
ALGIERS: Thousands of Algerians
marched yesterday in the capital and
other cities to mark the second
anniversary of the North African
nation’s anti-government “Hirak”
protest movement, AFP journalists
said. The protest movement in April
2019 forced longtime president
Abdelaziz Bouteflika into resigning,
and yesterday’s demonstration in
Algiers is the largest since rallies were
suspended in March last year in
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Police were deployed in force in
Algiers, with helicopters hovering
overhead. “We are not here to cele-
brate, but to demand your departure,”
the protesters shouted, referring to a
regime that they see as being little
changed from the one headed for two
decades by Bouteflika.

“The fateful hour has arrived,” read
one banner brandished by demonstra-
tors. Security checkpoints created
traffic jams across the city, with iden-
tity checks carried out around key
flashpoints, with several arrests made.

Police tried to block protesters
from gathering around the Grand Post
Office, which was at the heart of the
mass protests that kicked off in
Algiers and several other cities on
February 22, 2019 to oppose
Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth term.
Elsewhere in the country, marches
were being held yesterday including
in Annaba, Oran, Setif and
Mostaganem, according to witnesses
and accounts on social media.

‘Same old people’ 
Demonstrators kept up their action

after Bouteflika’s resignation,

demanding a sweeping overhaul of a
ruling system in place since Algeria’s
independence from France in 1962.
They only suspended marches last
March due to coronavirus restrictions,
but calls circulated on social media for
a return to the streets from yesterday.

On the eve of the anniversary,
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune,
elected in December 2019 on a very
low turnout in a poll boycotted by the
protest movement, announced a limit-
ed government reshuffle, in a bid to
head off renewed rallies. The reshuffle
saw few major changes by Tebboune,
who was once a prime minister under
Bouteflika. Among those retained are
Prime Minister Abdelaziz Djerad and
Justice Minister Belkacem Zeghmati,
seen as a symbol of Algeria’s judicial
crackdown on protesters and opposi-
tion activists.

Tebboune also signed a decree
dissolving parliament, clearing the
way for early elections, for which no
date has yet been set. In a gesture of
appeasement on Thursday, he
announced pardons which have led so
far to the release of almost 40 pro-
democracy activists, including oppo-
sition figure Rachid Nekkaz and jour-
nalist Khaled Drareni, who has
become a symbol of a struggle for a
free press.

Zaki Hannache, a 33-year-old
activist, said Hirak supporters were
unimpressed by the president’s
reshuffle and his call for early legisla-
tive polls. “The reshuffle doesn’t inter-
est me, it’s the same old people. Same
thing with parliament, the new ones
(deputies) will work, like the current
regime, for their own interests, not for
the people,” he said.

Last Tuesday, thousands of
Algerians rallied in the northern town
of Kherrata, where the first major
protest erupted in 2019 against
Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth presidential
term. The first nation-wide protests
were held a week later. — AFP


