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Amir advises for Kuwait 
education’s overhaul

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received, at Seif Palace 
yesterday, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the 
Amir also hosted Minister of State for Housing 
Affairs and Minister of State for Services Abdullah 
Marafi, who presented His Highness with a copy of 

the visual presentation of the Public Authority for 
Housing Welfare’s enterprises, including new hous-
ing districts and partnership ventures. 

Later on, His Highness the Amir received Minister 
of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr 
Ali Fahad Al-Mudhaf and members of the commis-
sion tasked with overhauling education. His 

Highness the Amir urged them to work for promot-
ing the sector to the highest possible level. The 
Amiri Diwan’s head Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Saud Al-
Sabah attended the meeting. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received at Seif Palace Housing Minister Marafie, 

who also presented a presentation of the Public 
Authority for Housing Welfare’ projects. His 
Highness the Crown Prince also received 
Education Minister Dr Mudhaf. His Highness 
praised the educational process and its advance-
ment, and the endeavor to establish the best edu-
cational systems. — KUNA
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MP Thamer Al-Suwait said “an incompetent gov-

ernment comes up with bad solutions”. MP Fares 
Al-Otaibi described the bill as “dangerous”, adding 

that failure to find viable solutions for the budget 
deficit threatens the future of Kuwait’s finances. 

Meanwhile, the legal and legislative committee 
yesterday approved a draft law calling on the gov-
ernment to purchase the personal loans of Kuwaiti 
citizens and exempt them from interest. It referred 
the bill to the financial and economic affairs com-
mittee for an in-depth study of the law. The commit-
tee also passed a law calling to compensate small 
and medium businesses affected by the coronavirus 
closures and referred it to the financial panel.

Govt wants to 
withdraw...
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“It’s nothing like the MAX,” said Teal Group avi-

ation analyst Richard Aboulafia. “After all these 
years of service it is unlikely to be a design issue 
with the engine, certainly it is something to do with 
maintenance.” Boeing said all 128 of the 777 models 
with Pratt & Whitney engines were grounded fol-
lowing Saturday’s emergency landing of United 
flight 328 to Hawaii. 

“I have just had confirmation that all the 777s 
equipped with this engine have been grounded,” a 
spokeswoman for the planemaker told AFP in a text 
message yesterday. And British Transport Secretary 
Grant Shapps announced a temporary ban on jets 
with Pratt & Whitney 4000-112 series engines from 
entering UK airspace. “I will continue to work 
closely with the (UK Civil Aviation Authority) to 
monitor the situation,” he tweeted. 

The Denver incident comes on heels of a similar 
problem in Japan in December. A video shot from 
inside the United aircraft - which had 229 passen-
gers and 10 crew on board - showed the right 
engine ablaze and wobbling on the wing of the 
Boeing 777-200. Residents in the Denver suburb of 
Broomfield found large pieces of the plane scat-
tered around their community. 

The US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has ordered extra inspections of some passenger 
jets after the incident. “I have directed them to issue 
an Emergency Airworthiness Directive that would 
require immediate or stepped-up inspections of 
Boeing 777 airplanes equipped with certain Pratt & 
Whitney PW4000 engines,” FAA chief Steve 
Dickson said in a statement. 

Dickson said a preliminary safety data review 

pointed to a need for additional checks of the jet 
engine’s fan blades, which were unique to the model 
and only used on 777 planes. Officials from the FAA 
met with Pratt & Whitney and Boeing representa-
tives on Sunday evening, he added. The US National 
Transportation and Safety Board (NTSB) said a 
preliminary investigation indicated two fan blades 
fractured on the number 2 engine on the plan. 

“The airplane sustained minor damage,” the 
NTSB said in a statement Sunday. “The examination 
and documentation of the airplane is ongoing.” Pratt 
& Whitney said it was cooperating with the NTSB 
probe and “will continue to work to ensure the safe 
operation of the fleet”. United said Sunday it was 
removing the aircraft from its schedule, “and will 
continue to work closely with regulators to deter-
mine any additional steps”. 

Japan’s transport ministry earlier said it had 
ordered stricter inspections of engines after a Japan 
Airlines 777 plane flying from Haneda to Naha 
experienced trouble with “an engine in the same 
family” in December. Asiana Airlines, South Korea’s 
second-largest carrier, also said it would not fly any 
of its seven currently operational 777s. 

The engine failure is unwelcome news for 
Boeing, which only recently resumed deliveries of 
the 737 MAX following a 20-month global ground-
ing after two tragic crashes killed 346 people. The 
MAX began returning to commercial service in late 
2020, a time when commercial airline travel remains 
depressed due to the coronavirus pandemic. Boeing 
executives said last month they expect it will take 
about three years for activity to return to pre-pan-
demic levels. 

Michel Merluzeau, an expert at consultancy AIR, 
agreed the latest problem did not appear to result 
from poor plane design by the aerospace giant. “It’s 
not really a problem for Boeing,” he said. “It’s more 
an issue of maintenance - how United or Pratt & 
Whitney is maintaining engines that have been in 
use for a while”. — AFP 

Boeing grounds,  
UK bans 777s...
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cleared for travel without security escorts,” it 
said. Yesterday’s attack occurred north of Goma, in 
Nyiaragongo Territory. 

Armed groups in the area include a Rwandan 
Hutu militia called the FDLR, as well as the M23, 
also known as the Congolese Revolutionary Army. 
The region includes the UNESCO-listed Virunga 
National Park, a vast wildlife reserve that is home 
to a quarter of the world’s population of critically 
endangered mountain gorillas. More than 200 of 
the park’s rangers have been killed in attacks 
stretching back more than a decade. The UN’s 

refugee agency, the UNHCR, said last week that 
more than 2,000 civilians were killed in North and 
South Kivu and Ituri province last year. 

Attanasio joined the Italian diplomatic service in 
2003 and served previously in Switzerland, 
Morocco and Nigeria. He was hailed as “a man 
gifted with uncommon courage, humanity and pro-
fessionalism” by Emanuela Del Re, who was deputy 
foreign minister from 2018 until last month. Del Re 
said she worked with Attanasio on the emergency 
repatriation of a “very sick” nun from DR Congo. 

“I remember his infectious smile, his class, his 
great knowledge of African affairs,” she said. “Ciao 
(good-bye) my dear esteemed Luca.” Attanasio is 
the second European ambassador to have been 
killed while serving in the DRC. In Jan 1993, French 
ambassador Philippe Bernard was killed during 
riots in Kinshasa sparked by troops opposing dic-
tator Mobutu Sese Seke. — AFP 

Italian ambassador 
killed in DRC...

Continued from Page 1 
 
“I think they would want to be recognized as a 

responsible member of the family of nations and a 
stable member in the region,” McKenzie said. 

The US accuses Iran of destabilizing the region 
through financial and military support for Shiite mil-
itant groups, especially in Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen. 
Washington also accuses Iran’s elite Revolutionary 
Guards of disrupting maritime traffic in the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, a chokepoint through which a fifth 
of world oil output passes. 

The Strait of Hormuz was the focus of the US 
general’s visit to Oman, officially intended to make 
contact with the country’s new chief of staff, Rear 
Admiral Abdallah Ben Khamis Al-Raissi. On 
Saturday, he visited Oman’s rugged peninsula at the 
naval base at Khassab, which controls maritime traf-
fic in the strait from its side, flying over the sea 
towards the Iranian island of Qeshm. “We were 
about 28 miles (45 km) across the channel and we 
were looking at Qeshm island,” he said. “It was a 
hazy day, couldn’t see it,” he added with a grin. 

The visit passed off peacefully but security was 
tight, and the general did not rule out that Tehran 
would try to avenge revered Iranian general Qasem 
Soleimani, killed in an US drone strike in Baghdad in 
Jan 2020. “I think there’s still a risk that they might 
entertain that as a course of action,” he said. “Look, 

we constantly assess our force protection here in 
the region. We look at that very hard. So I’m confi-
dent that we’re ready for anything.” 

But he said he was not fearful himself that he was 
at risk of being attacked. “I’m an old Marine gener-
al,” he said. “There’s been a risk for me many times 
in many places. I’m confident that we have good 
force protection measures in place.” Last month, a 
Twitter account linked to Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei posted a call to avenge 
Soleimani that appeared to target former US 
President Donald Trump. 

In Iraq in recent months, several rocket attacks 
that Washington blames on pro-Iran factions have 
hit bases used by the US military. The Sultanate of 
Oman is a US ally, which has several air bases in the 
country, with the navy using the southern port of 
Salalah. It has often acted as a mediator between 
Iran and its regional enemies, and played a key role 
in facilitating talks involving the US that led to the 
2015 nuclear deal. 

Oman, with a population of 4.5 million, is also a 
neighbor of Iran - and international sanctions 
against Tehran have hit Muscat’s economy by 
impacting trade. Oman’s ruler, Sultan Haitham, 
ascended to the throne in Jan 2020 after the death 
of his cousin, Sultan Qaboos, modern Oman’s 
founding father. Qaboos transformed the former 
Arabian Peninsula backwater into a modern nation 
with a staunch policy of neutrality and non-interfer-
ence. Sultan Haitham has made several changes to 
government and reshuffled the military leadership 
since he came to power, but he has vowed not to 
change the sultanate’s policy. — AFP 

Top US general  
in Mideast urges...


