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News in brief
Kuwait population falls  
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s population in 2020 experi-
enced the biggest annual drop recorded in almost 
30 years, as the number of resident expatriates fell 
sharply, while the number of Kuwaiti nationals 
continued to rise, according to a report by NBK. 
Since the start of the pandemic and the implemen-
tation of lockdowns and restrictions, more than 
130,000 expats left the country. (See Page 8)

Cabinet imposes new curbs,  
but no lockdown or curfew

No dine-in at restaurants, land and sea borders shut from Feb 24
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday 
decided against imposing a lockdown 
or curfew, but banned dining at 
restaurants and closed all land and sea 
borders as part of additional measures 
to contain the spread of the coron-
avirus. The dine-in ban at restaurants 
and cafes will go into effect on 
Wednesday, Feb 24 until further 
notice, the Cabinet said in a statement 
following a meeting at Seif Palace. 
However, takeout and delivery services 
are allowed. 

The Cabinet also decided to close 
all land and sea borders to foreigners 
from Feb 24 until March 20, but 
allowed Kuwaitis, their close relatives 
and domestic helpers to use the bor-
ders to return to the country. Shipping 
services and workers in the neutral 
zone are exempt from the decision. 

The Cabinet also decided to form a 
joint committee consisting of the inte-

rior and health ministries and the civil 
aviation authority to oversee the 
implementation of hotel quarantine for 
all people arriving through the airport. 
The Cabinet also assigned the interior 
and health ministries along with the 
Olympic committee to set health con-
ditions for any sport activity in the 
country as proposed by the Public 
Authority for Sports. 

The government had already 
extended indefinitely a two-week ban 
on the entry of foreigners into Kuwait, 
but excluded foreign diplomats and 
foreign medical staff and their families. 
It had also ordered the closure of 
commercial shops and malls from 8 pm 
to 5 am and banned all forms of gath-
erings, including those for national 
celebrations on Feb 25 and 26.  

Kuwait has reported a significant 
increase in the number of coronavirus 
cases in the past several weeks and 
blamed the rise on failure to comply 
with health measures by the public.

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The government yesterday 
sent a draft law to the National Assembly 
seeking to withdraw KD 5 billion annual-
ly from the future generations fund to 
meet an ever-rising budget deficit due to 
low oil prices. The draft law stipulates to 
allow the government to withdraw a 
maximum of KD 5 billion from the future 
generations fund in favor of the general 
reserve fund, which provides for govern-
ment expenditures. 

Under the existing law, the govern-
ment is forbidden to make any with-
drawals from the future generations fund 
or even use its returns, which must be 
added to the fund, whose assets are esti-

mated at around $600 billion. The gov-
ernment said it needs the funds to finance 
its cash-strapped general reserve fund, 
which gets money from state revenues, 
which have been badly affected since 
2014 because of the sharp fall in oil 
prices, which make up more than 85 per-
cent of public revenues. 

As a result, Kuwait has posted huge 
budget deficits since then. In the current 
and next fiscal years, the government has 
projected a deficit of KD 26 billion. The 
drop in revenues was accompanied by a 
continuous rise in public spending, result-
ing in draining the general reserve fund. 

In past years, Kuwait was transferring 
10 percent of total revenues into the 
future generations fund, but last year, the 

Assembly passed a law allowing the gov-
ernment to stop making the transfer 
because of weak revenues. The govern-
ment tried to pass a law in the Assembly 
to secure fresh funding through external 
and internal loans, but MPs refused to 
pass the legislation. 

MPs yesterday called the govern-
ment’s move to withdraw money from the 
future generations fund as “dangerous”, 
saying it reflects its failure to manage the 
country’s finances. They vowed not to 
pass the law. MP Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf 
said after the government drained the 
general reserve fund, it has turned to the 
future generations fund by proposing a 
law “which we will not allow to pass”. 
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Mumbai imposes new curbs  
 
NEW DELHI: India’s financial capital Mumbai 
imposed fresh coronavirus restrictions yesterday 
as a rise in cases in the worst-affected region 
sparked fears of a new wave.. All religious, social 
and political gatherings are banned in the city and 
the surrounding western state of Maharashtra, 
home to 110 million people, after infections spiked 
to levels last seen in October. — AFP 

COVID ‘vaccination passport’ 
 
WELLINGTON: Air New Zealand will trial a 
digital travel pass to give airlines and border 
authorities access to passenger health information, 
including their COVID-19 vaccination status, the 
carrier said yesterday. The scheme, dubbed a 
“vaccination passport” by industry observers, is 
intended to streamline travel once borders reopen 
by allowing passengers to store their health cre-
dentials in one place. — AFP

Trump offered Kim ride home  
 
SEOUL: Donald Trump offered North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un a ride home on Air Force One 
after a summit in Hanoi two years ago, according to 
a new BBC documentary. If Kim had accepted the 
offer, it would have put the North Korean leader 
inside the US president’s official aircraft and seen it 
enter North Korean airspace, raising multiple secu-
rity issues. In the event, Kim turned it down. — AFP 

Morocco seizes cannabis haul 
 
RABAT: Around 9.5 tons of cannabis resin was 
seized from a refrigerated lorry near Rabat yester-
day. A police operation intercepted a refrigerated 
lorry carrying 380 bales of around 9.5 tons of the 
drug, hidden among a cargo of foodstuffs. — AFP 

HERNDON, Virginia: In this file photo, an inspector for Pritt and Whitney engines checks a United Airlines 
Boeing 777 after it made its inaugural flight from Heathrow Airport in London to Washington Dulles 
International Airport on June 7, 1995. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Boeing confirmed yesterday that 
dozens of its 777 aircraft were grounded world-
wide, while Britain announced a temporary ban on 
those jets following a weekend scare involving a 
United Airlines plane in Colorado. The incident on 
the flight out of Denver - which quickly returned 
to the airport after part of the engine caught fire 
and broke off - prompted United and other airlines 
to ground the planes with the same Pratt & 
Whitney engine. 

While no one was injured in the Denver incident, 
the episode is the latest setback for Boeing, which 
only recently resumed deliveries of the long-
grounded 737 MAX following two fatal crashes of 
that plane. Shares of Boeing shook off early weak-
ness yesterday as aviation experts said the incident 
mostly raised pointed questions about Pratt & 
Whitney and United over engine maintenance. 
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GOMA, DR Congo: Italy’s ambassador to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo was among three 
people killed yesterday when a UN convoy came 
under attack in the troubled east, DRC sources and 
the Italian government said. Luca Attanasio died of 
his wounds after a World Food Program (WFP) 
convoy came under gunfire near Goma while he 
was on a field trip, a senior diplomatic source said 
in Kinshasa. 

The Italian government confirmed Attanasio’s 
death and said an Italian policeman, Vittorio 
Iacovacci, as well as a driver it did not identify, had 
also died. President Sergio Mattarella lashed what he 
called a “cowardly attack”. “The Italian republic is in 
mourning for these servants of the state who lost 
their lives,” he said in a statement. 

Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio expressed his 
“great dismay and immense sorrow”, breaking off 
from a meeting in Brussels with EU counterparts to 
make an early return to Rome. “The circumstances of 
this brutal attack are not yet known and no effort will 
be spared to shed light on what happened,” Di Maio 
said. His Congolese opposite number Marie-Therese 
Tumba Nzeza offered Italy the DRC government’s 

condolences for “this huge 
loss”, pledging in a video 
sent to media to “do 
everything to find out who 
is behind this despicable 
murder”. 

Attanasio, 43, had been 
representing Italy in 
Kinshasa since 2017, first 
as head of mission, and 
then as ambassador from 
October 2019. The envoy 
suffered “gunshot wounds to the abdomen” and was 
taken to a hospital in Goma in critical condition, the 
diplomat in Kinshasa said. The DRC’s army said its 
troops were searching the area for the assailants. 

A vast country the size of continental western 
Europe, the DRC is grappling with numerous con-
flicts, especially in its remote, mineral-rich east. 
Scores of militias roam the four eastern provinces, 
many of them a legacy of wars in the 1990s that 
sucked in countries around central-southern Africa 
and claimed millions of lives. The Rome-based WFP 
said that Attanasio was on a fact-finding mission with 
the UN’s food agency. 

“The delegation was travelling from Goma to visit 
a WFP school feeding program in Rutshuru when the 
incident took place,” it said in a statement. “The 
attack... occurred on a road that had previously been  
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MUSCAT: Iran must refrain from any provocation 
as Washington steps up efforts to salvage the 2015 
nuclear deal with Tehran, the head of US forces in 
the Middle East told AFP. “I would think this would 
be a good time for everybody to behave soberly 
and cautiously, and see what happens,” General 
Kenneth McKenzie said in an interview Sunday dur-
ing a visit to Oman, from where he flew close to 
neighboring Iran in a helicopter. “I do believe we 
will be prepared for any eventuality, however.” 

US President Joe Biden’s administration, 
European powers and Iran have boosted attempts 
to revive a 2015 deal that has been on the brink of 
collapse since Donald Trump withdrew from it three 
years later. On Sunday after talks in Tehran, UN 
nuclear watchdog chief Rafael Grossi announced a 
“temporary solution” to allow Iranian facility 
inspections to continue. 

The four-star general, head of the US Central 
Command (Centcom) which covers the region urged 
Iran not to undertake any “nefarious activities” in a 
bid to rebuild trust.  
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