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A general view is seen of the Tara na Ri Pub which is shuttered due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and now houses Wildlife Rehabilitation
Ireland’s wildlife hospital, at Garlow Cross outside Navan in County
Meath, Ireland. —AFP photos

Animal Manager of Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland, Dan Donoher
checks wounded swans at their new premises situated behind the
Tara na Ri Pub.

A wild fox is cared for at Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland’s new premis-
es situated behind the Tara na Ri Pub.

A two week-old native wild Irish goat which was found on a moun-
tainside and named Liam, is cared for.

Volunteer at Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland, Joan Scully sorts through
knitted nests for injured birds donated by members of the public, at
their new premises situated behind the Tara na Ri Pub.

Animal Manager of Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland, Dan Donoher exam-
ines a wounded buzzard at their new premises situated behind the
Tara na Ri Pub.

Apub that closed its doors during lockdown is
now serving a menagerie of very different
clientele after transforming into Ireland’s first

wildlife hospital. The bar of the Tara Na Ri pub in
County Meath to the northwest of Dublin is now
deserted, the blinds pulled down, the Guinness taps
dry and the till empty. But the pub’s outbuildings are
a hive of activity. 

In one, a member of staff bottle-feeds Liam, a
two-week-old wild Irish goat who was found on a
mountainside. Three swans nest on straw in former
stables, a skittish fox settles in a new enclosure, and
a wide-eyed buzzard is being nursed back to health.
“We were very much accustomed to just one singular
way of living,” said James McCarthy, whose family
have owned the pub for more than a decade.

“When that’s taken away you’re just kind of left
with a void. It takes some time before it starts get-
ting replaced with other things that you never would
have thought were possible before.” McCarthy has
turned the outbuildings over to the government-
backed agency Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland (WRI)
and instead of pulling pints, now serves drive-

through customers with takeaway coffees at the
front of the pub.

Locals muck in 
The WRI facility, which opened Friday, is the first ani-

mal hospital in Ireland capable of caring for animals of
any species, size or medical needs. “We’re bracing our-
selves for ‘orphan season’ which is our busiest time of
year,” said animal manager Dan Donoher, calming a flus-
tered pigeon on an examination table. “We’ll get lots of
baby birds, baby foxes etcetera and they’ll keep us busy
for the next six months.” Pubs play a vital role in Irish
society, especially in remote rural areas, and the closure
of the Tara Na Ri in March 2020 was a heavy blow for
the community. The inn stands near a hill called the Tara
with ancient burial mounds. Its name means Tara of the
Kings. But WRI education officer Aoife McPartlin said
the pub’s regulars had pitched in with enthusiasm.

“We embraced them, they embraced us,” she said of
locals, who volunteered their time to renovate the out-
buildings. The project saw “everybody mucking in”
through long days and dreadful weather, she said. “And
as a result we can now open.”

Nature to the rescue 
Ireland is currently in its third coronavirus lock-

down, and more than 4,000 people have died from the
infection. The Republic navigated two previous waves
of the virus with relatively low numbers of cases and
deaths, but the situation turned dire after curbs were
relaxed before Christmas. In early January Ireland had
the highest rate of infection per capita in the world and
45 percent of total mortalities from the pandemic have
occurred since the start of 2021.

Prime minister Micheal Martin described it as a
“tsunami of infection”. Since the start of the new year
schools, non-essential shops, pubs, restaurants, gyms
and cinemas have all been closed. Citizens have been
told to stay at home apart from daily exercise in a lim-
ited area. But McPartlin said there has been an unex-
pected upside-since people have been spending far
more time walking in the countryside, there has been a
huge increase in the number of injured and abandoned
animals found and given help. “I think nature has saved
a lot of people through the pandemic,” she said.
“They’re just generally more aware of wildlife and they
know they exist-and we co-exist.” —AFP

Locked-down pub becomes 
Ireland’s first wildlife hospital

Forty-six small whales stranded on a beach in
Indonesia have died, after rescue efforts succeed-
ed in saving three others, local officials said Friday.

Starting Thursday, at least 49 short-finned pilot whales
arrived at a beach on Madura Island in northern Java,
authorities said in a statement.  Large crowds gathered
as a rescue operation was launched, with volunteers
using tarpaulins or just their bare hands to try to push
the pod back out to sea. Curious onlookers took pic-
tures and touched the whales, while others tried to
splash water on them. In the end, only three of the ani-
mals survived. 

“The live whales had to be released together as they
live in a group,” said East Java governor Khofifah Indar
Parawansa in the statement. Parawansa said that officials
had taken samples of the carcasses for further investiga-
tion into the cause of death. He added that the corpses,
which measure from three to five meters each, would be
buried on the beach at low tide.  Offshore cross-cur-
rents in the area pose a danger to whales, as they can
get caught between reefs close to land. 

Pollution, abandoned nets and floating plastic waste
are also dangers for marine animals. In July last year, 10
pilot whales were found dead near Kupang, a town in
East Nusa Tenggara province. In 2018, a sperm whale
was found dead in Indonesia with more than 100 plastic
cups and 25 plastic bags in its stomach, raising concerns
about the Southeast Asian archipelago’s massive marine
rubbish problem. —AFP

Arturo Di Modica, 
sculptor of the
Wall Street 
Charging Bull, dies
Italian sculptor Arturo Di Modica, who created the

famous “Charging Bull” statue which has become a
symbol of New York’s Wall Street, died overnight at

the age of 80, Italian media reported Saturday. The
artist, who died at his home in Vittoria in the south of
the island of Sicily, “had been battling cancer for years
and his condition had worsened in recent weeks,” La
Repubblica daily said on its website.

Di Modica, who was born in Vittoria, shot to fame
after illegally leaving his bronze 4.9 meter-long (16
feet), 3.2 ton Charging Bull outside the New York
Stock Exchange building in December 1989. When he
and his friends turned up in a truck carrying the huge
sculpture they found that the NYSE Christmas tree
had been installed exactly where he had wanted to
place the sculpture. They left the Charging Bull under
the 40 foot (12 meter) tree.  He had financed the
bronze statue himself at a cost of $350,000 (290,000
euros). Di Modica had wanted to give something back
to his adoptive city in the wake of the 1987 stock
market crash.

Di Modica later said the sculpture was a symbol of
people’s strength - “You can do it by yourself. My
point was that you must be strong”. The New York
Stock Exchange swiftly  had the sculpture removed but
it was soon given a permanent location at the Bowling
Green public park on Broadway.

In a recent interview with La Repubblica, the sculp-
tor recalled the idea behind the Charging Bull. “It was a
time of crisis, the New York Stock Exchange had plum-
meted more than 20 percent overnight. With some
friends I asked myself what I could do for for ‘my’ town.
“Of course I am from Vittoria but I lived for more than
40 years in New York. And I got the idea to sculpt a bull,
the image of a stock exchange on the rise. It must have
been a witticism, a provocation. But it turned into some-
thing serious.”

“I have been told that after the Statue of Liberty, the
‘Charging Bull’, right next to the temple of finance, is the
most visited monument in New York. it even beats the
Empire State Building,” he added. Di Modica’s sculp-
ture is certainly one of the most photographed subjects
in the Big Apple.  A legend has developed that if visitors
rub the nose and horns and  of the bronze bull they’ll
have good luck. The shininess of these parts of the
sculpture attest. —AFP

Dozens of whales die stranded on Indonesian beach

People try to save short-finned pilot whales beached in Bangkalan, Madura Island as some 49 pilot whales
have died after a mass stranding on the coast of Indonesia’s main island of Java that sparked a major res-
cue operation. —AFP

A90-year-old American woman
trudged six miles in a foot of snow
with two walking sticks to get her

coronavirus vaccination. Fran Goldman, of
Seattle, had been trying frantically to get
an appointment for her first shot, working
the phones every day in vain, reports said.
When she finally got one for last Sunday,
Goldman was determined to keep her
appointment-several inches of snow on
the ground be damned, according to the
Seattle Times. The weather made driving
to the hospital where she arranged the
shot unadvisable.

The day before, Goldman did a sort of
trial run, walking most of the three-mile
trek to the hospital.  On Sunday she bun-

dled up, put on boots, grabbed two
walking sticks and set out to get vacci-
nated. Goldman underwent hip replace-
ment surgery last year. “It was not easy
going, it was challenging,” Goldman told
the paper of her winter hike.  She got to
her appointment just five minutes late.
Goldman’s daughter Ruth said she is a
tough lady. “My mother isn’t going to let
a little snow stop her from getting the
vaccine,” the younger Goldman said.
“She was willing to walk however many
miles there and back to get it,” she told
the Seattle Times. “She is a really
remarkable person who has the attitude
of ‘You don’t let a little adversity get in
your way.’” —AFP

US woman, 90, treks miles in snow to get vaccinated


