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News in brief

Argentina has new health chief 

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s new health minister took
office on Saturday following the resignation of her
predecessor after he was caught helping friends skip
the line for COVID-19 vaccinations. Carla Vizzotti, an
internal medicine specialist, was sworn in by President
Alberto Fernandez at the presidential residence in a
brief ceremony broadcast on television. She did not
issue a statement afterward or take questions from the
media. As a former deputy minister, Vizzotti, 48, was
responsible for securing the Russian Sputnik V vaccine
for Argentina. —AFP  

Australia launches first vaccines

SYDNEY: Australia’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout began
yesterday, with top officials among a small group
receiving the first jabs a day before the vaccination
program starts in earnest. Prime Minister Scott
Morrison was injected with the Pfizer/BioNTech vac-
cine at a medical center in Sydney’s northwest, in what
the government said was an effort to boost public con-
fidence in the vaccinations. Jane Malysiak, an aged care
resident and WWII survivor in her 80s, was the coun-
try’s first person to receive the vaccine, followed by
health care workers and other officials. —AFP 

Peru suffering oxygen crunch 

LIMA, Peru: Hundreds of Peruvians waited in long lines
Saturday to get medical oxygen for loved ones with
COVID-19, amid a shortage of the gas in the pandemic’s
second wave. In San Juan de Lurigancho, a largely poor
area just northeast of the capital, more than 200 people
waited in front of a new plant opened by the San Marcos
parish and the municipality of Lima, which provides free
medical oxygen. People had  to show a medical order and
a photocopy of the patient’s identity document. There
was tight police surveillance at the plant, as in almost all
medical oxygen sales spots around the country.  —AFP 

Biden, Trudeau to meet virtually

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden will attend his first, albeit vir-
tual, bilateral meeting as US president tomorrow, with the
honor going to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
It’s not Biden’s first time to prioritize his Canadian coun-
terpart, who also received the new president’s first call to a
foreign leader just two days after taking office. The virtual
meeting will allow the two “to review joint efforts” on mat-
ters such as COVID-19 and climate change, according to
a White House statement issued Saturday. The White
House did not mention the Keystone XL pipeline con-
necting the Alberta oil sands to coastal refineries in Texas,
which became a highly sensitive issue after Biden decided
to block its completion. —AFP 

Ex-PM wins in Caicos polls

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua and Barbuda:  A former leader of
the Turks and Caicos Islands was set to return to power
Saturday after his party secured a landslide victory in
the tiny British territory’s general elections. Washington
Misick’s Progressive National Party (PNP) won 14 of 15
seats up for grabs in Friday’s contest after pledging to
“turbo-charge” the economy, create jobs and slash the
high cost of living on the sun-soaked Caribbean archi-
pelago of 40,000 people. The 70-year-old is the older
brother of corruption-accused ex-premier Michael
Misick but is widely viewed as a stalwart, judicious pres-
ence with many years of political experience. —AFP

YANGON: A lethal attack on anti-coup protesters
in Myanmar sparked fresh UN condemnation of the
country’s new military regime yesterday, as mourn-
ers held a funeral for a young woman who became
a national symbol of resistance to the junta.

Authorities have gradually ratcheted up their
tactics against a massive and largely peaceful civil
disobedience campaign demanding the return of
ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Saturday
marked the deadliest day so far in more than two
weeks of nationwide street demonstrations after
two people were killed when security forces fired
upon a rally, while a third man was shot dead in
Yangon overnight. United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres condemned the use of
“deadly violence” against the crowd in Mandalay.

“The use of lethal force, intimidation & harass-
ment against peaceful demonstrators is unaccept-
able,” Guterres wrote. Security forces in the
country’s second-largest city had attempted to
raid a shipyard and detain port staff on strike to
protest against the army takeover. Medical rescue
workers said troops used live rounds and rubber
bullets against a crowd of people who had start-
ed flinging rocks in an effort to stop the arrests.
“Two people were killed,” said Hlaing Min Oo, the
chief of a Mandalay-based volunteer emergency
rescue team.

Another 30 were wounded, with half of the
injuries from live rounds, he added. A graphic video
circulated on Facebook showing a teenaged victim,
splayed on the ground and bleeding from his head
as a bystander placed a hand on his chest to feel
for a heartbeat. State media made no mention of
the deaths but blamed demonstrators for the affray
and said protest leaders had been detained. “Some”
protesters had been injured by security forces, the

Global New Light of Myanmar reported, along with
three soldiers and eight police officers.

In a separate incident on Saturday, a 30-year-
old man was killed in Yangon while patrolling the
neighborhood as part of an initiative to guard
against night-time arrests of activists. Tin Htut
Hein’s sister-in-law said he had been shot dead by
police. “His wife is now heartbroken,” she said.
“They have a four-year-old son.” Large crowds
had returned to the streets of Mandalay yesterday,
undeterred by the previous day’s violence, with ral-
lies also staged further south in Yangon

In the capital Naypyidaw, a funeral service was
held for a young protester who died Friday after
being shot in the head during a rally last week. Mya
Thwate Thwate Khaing, who turned 20 last week
as she lay unconscious in a hospital bed, has since
become a potent symbol of the campaign against
military rule. A large motorbike guard of honor
accompanied her funeral procession, alongside
vehicles adorned with floral wreaths and large pho-
tos of the grocery store worker. Vigils in her honor
have been held elsewhere in the country by pro-
testers reciting the Metta Sutta, a Buddhist prayer
urging protection from harm.

National uproar  
Much of Myanmar has been in uproar since

troops detained Suu Kyi on February 1, with massive
street demonstrations seen in major cities and iso-
lated villages across the country. The United States,
Britain and Canada have all responded with sanc-
tions targeting Myanmar’s top generals. European
Union foreign ministers will meet today to discuss
their own measures against the regime. Nearly 570
people have been detained since the army takeover,
according to the Assistance Association for Political

Prisoners monitoring group.
Among those targeted have been railway work-

ers, civil servants and bank staff, who have walked
off their jobs as part of the anti-coup campaign.
Popular actor Lu Min became the latest high-pro-
file celebrity taken into custody for denouncing the
regime.  “Many police trucks came and arrested

(him),” said his wife Khin Sabel Oo, in a video she
broadcast live on Facebook as her husband was
taken away overnight. Suu Kyi has not been seen
since she was detained in a dawn raid but has been
hit with two charges by the junta, one of them for
possessing unregistered walkie-talkies. Her hearing
is expected on March 1. —AFP

Army ratchets up tactics; 570 people detained since coup

UN condemns Myanmar junta 
after 3 killed in anti-coup unrest

YANGON: Protesters hold a candlelight vigil outside the US Embassy during a demonstration against
the military coup in Yangon yesterday. —AFP

Myanmar grieves as 
funeral rites held 
for young protester
NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: A somber Buddhist funer-
al song rung out in Myanmar’s capital as the body
of a young woman, struck down during a rally
against this month’s military coup, was carried to a
ceremony marking the end of her short l ife.
Thousands lined the route of the procession to pay
tribute to Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, who was
shot in the head two days before her 20th birthday
at a protest demanding the release of ousted civil-
ian leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The grocery store worker was kept on life sup-
port for 10 days but succumbed to her wounds on
Friday, making her the first protester killed for par-
ticipating in the massive civil disobedience cam-
paign sweeping the country. An honor guard linked
hands and formed a circle around her coffin as her
family members and other mourners drew near to
pay their respects. “Please don’t go,” one older rel-
ative whispered, grief-stricken, as she gazed down
at the open casket. 

A large motorbike procession rode in convoy
with the ornate black and gold hearse that trans-

ported Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing to the funeral
hall, alongside other vehicles decorated with floral
wreaths and photographs of the deceased.
Mourners gathered outside the funeral hall held up
the three-finger salute that has been adopted as a
gesture of resistance to military rule. The crowd
departed as her coffin was set ablaze for her cre-
mation, a thin plume of smoke rising from the funer-
al hall’s chimney.  One young woman walked back
to the road while holding aloft a vinyl banner with
an image depicting the moment Mya Thwate
Thwate Khaing was shot, as others held her in a
vain effort to render first aid.

‘She had so much hope’ 
“She was a young person who had much hope

for her future,” her sister Poh Poh told AFP almost
two weeks ago. In the days since she was shot,
Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing has become a potent
national symbol of resistance to military rule.  Vigils
in her honor have been held elsewhere in the coun-
try, with protesters laying flowers at memorials to
the victim and reciting the Metta Sutta-a Buddhist
prayer urging protection from harm.

“We cannot attend her funeral, so we are praying
for her,” Ye Lin Tun, who gathered alongside friends
in Yangon to mark the death yesterday, said.
Demonstrators have in recent days hoisted photos of
Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing in street marches, and
news of her death on Friday sent a flash of anger

through the country. Some in the protest movement
have described her as a “martyr”, and rights groups
have demanded an independent investigation into her
death.  “This police killing is outrageous and unac-
ceptable, there are no other words for it,” Phil
Robertson of Human Rights Watch said.  “The officer
who pulled the trigger must be investigated, arrested,
and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.” State
media claimed yesterday that an autopsy of Mya
Thwate Thwate Khaing’s body showed the bullet was
not fired by police officers. —AFP

YANGON: A man carries a portrait of Mya Thwate
Thwate Khaing, a protester who was shot and killed
during a rally against the military coup, at a candle-
light vigil outside the US Embassy in Yangon.—AFP 

Political crisis adds
to heavy burden
on Haiti’s youth
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: The political crisis para-
lyzing Haiti has not only hampered young people’s
schooling and compromised their future, it has
aggravated existing challenges that have forced
many to grow up far too fast. Sitting on the roof of a
house his uncle is building, 20-year-old Kervens
Casseus balances his geology book on a broken
cinder block he uses as a makeshift desk. “The
opposition and the ruling authorities: they’re the
ones destroying the country,” says Casseus, who
has not been in class once this month. 

A high school senior pursuing science studies, he
has received neither homework nor any instruction
from his teachers. The school calendar is in such
flux that he has no idea when the all-important
Baccalaureate exams will be given.  In a country
where deep economic inequality and the rise of vio-

lent street gangs cast further shadows, the young
are being deprived of their childhood, parents say.

‘I’m afraid’ 
Casseus is a pupil in the county’s seriously

underfunded public schools. Eighty percent of
Haiti’s schools are private. At an age when he should
be savoring life to its fullest, Casseus sits, listless
and immobilized, in the heart of the Haitian capital.
“I’m afraid,” admits the slender young man, who for
three years has shared a modest apartment with his
aunt, since his parents live outside the capital city of
Port-au-Prince. “It was just this morning, when I
came out looking for you, that I went out on the
main street for the first time in the entire month of
February,” he tells an AFP reporter.  “And it felt
strange.” 

He says the street has been unusually quiet since
February 7, a date that marked what he called a
“dramatic change.” That was when the political
opposition and some civil society groups said they
would no longer recognize Jovenel Moise as the
nation’s legitimate president-kicking off weeks of
violent street protests. Amid an extended dispute
over alleged election fraud, Moise has insisted that

his term runs until February 7, 2022. 
Haiti has largely been spared the worst of the

COVID pandemic, so when the political crisis flared
this month, students were attending school. But
since then most educational establishments in the
capital have been closed, since remaining open is
seen as a vote of confidence for Moise. —AFP

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Jean Romuald Ernest, 47, helps his
daughter Lucie reconnect to the internet as she takes
classes through remote learning in Port-au-Prince. —AFP 

Severe floods kill
five in Jakarta
JAKARTA: Five people were killed in the severe
floods that submerged entire neighborhoods in
Indonesia’s capital Jakarta, authorities said yesterday,
as residents returned to clean their homes and sal-
vage belongings. The city was struck by torrential
rains over the weekend, which flooded dozens of
major roads and forced hundreds of people to rush to

emergency shelters. A 67-year-old man was found
dead after he became trapped in his waterlogged
house in the badly hit southern part of the capital on
Saturday, Jakarta disaster mitigation agency head
Sabdo Kurnianto told AFP.

He added that three boys died after being swept
away by the floods, and one girl drowned. Indonesia’s
meteorological agency warned that Greater Jakarta-a
region of around 30 million people that is regularly hit
by floods in the rainy season-can expect more heavy
downpours next week. “The river overflowed and
brought a lot of mud... I have suffered great financial

loss,” said Ali Fatullah, a fruit seller in the town of Bekasi
on the outskirts of Jakarta.

He said furniture and electronic devices were dam-
aged by the water. Kurnianto said some 1,700 people
remained in shelters, though many residents had started
returning to their homes. Floodwaters had hit 200
neighborhoods in the region, and 40 were still under at
least one foot of water yesterday. Jakarta saw some of
its deadliest floods in years in January last year after
downpours that also triggered landslides. At least 67
people in the capital and nearby cities were killed in
that disaster. —AFP

FB shuts down
Myanmar army
‘True News’ page
BANGKOK: A Facebook page run
by the Myanmar junta’s “True News”
information service was kicked off

the platform yesterday after the tech
giant accused it of inciting violence.
Security forces in the country have
steadily increased violence against a
massive and largely peaceful civil
disobedience campaign demanding
the return of deposed civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi. The Nobel laure-
ate was taken into custody along
with her top political allies at the

start of the month, but the new
regime has insisted it took power
lawfully. It has used Facebook to
claim Suu Kyi’s landslide election
victory last November was tainted
by voter fraud and issue stark warn-
ings to the protest movement-which
is demanding that the army relin-
quish power.

A spokesperson for the platform

said the Tatmadaw True News
Information Team page was removed
for “repeated violations of our
Community Standards prohibiting
incitement of violence and coordinat-
ing harm”. The social media giant has
banned hundreds of army-linked
pages in recent years after being criti-
cized for its ineffective response to
malicious posts in the country. —AFP


