
KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday reported 768 new
coronavirus cases and five COVID-related deaths,
taking the total cases up to 184,090 and deaths to
1,044. The Ministry of Health also reported that 967
more people have been cured of the virus, raising
the total of those to have overcome the disease to
172,227. The number of people hospitalized with the
virus stood yesterday at 10,819, with 147 of them in
intensive care units, ministry spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad told a press conference. He
added that some 6,006 swab tests were conducted
over the same period, bringing the total up to
1,731,704. He went on to urge the public to abide by
health precautions, mainly social distancing, to help
curb the spread of the virus.

This comes while a local daily reported that the
coronavirus ministerial emergency committee was
scheduled to hold a meeting yesterday in the pres-
ence of concerned authorities to prepare a report
for the Cabinet’s meeting today or Wednesday to
take a decision with regards to a curfew before the
start of national celebrations. Concerted authorities
have already heightened their readiness to imple-
ment a partial or total curfew, Al-Qabas Arabic
newspaper reported.

Government sources said health authorities

spent the weekend in intense meetings that included
the interior and information ministries, Kuwait
National Guard, Kuwait Fire Force and Directorate
General of Civil Aviation among others to discuss
means of strict implementation of the curfew to
stop the spread of COVID-19, which has claimed
the lives of 80 persons in only 20 days. 

The sources said each side presented its plans

and what it can do to make people comply with the
law, in addition to securing food and medicine
reserves, as well as the mechanism of entering co-
ops and markets during the curfew. Meanwhile,
security sources said around 2,500 policemen will
enforce the curfew in case the Cabinet decides to

approve it, adding that gatherings will not be
allowed. Policemen have strict orders to break up
any gathering and apply legal action without
exceptions.

Kuwait International Airport was supposed to
welcome travelers under strict health restrictions,
but the Directorate General of Civil Aviation had on
Saturday extended a ban on entry of non-Kuwaiti
travelers to the country until further notice. The
government slapped the entry ban on expatriates
two weeks ago and was supposed to expire on
February 21.

“Based on instructions by the health authorities,
it has been decided to extend indefinitely the deci-
sion to ban the entry of non-Kuwaiti passengers
into Kuwait,” said an announcement by the Civil
Aviation posted on its twitter account. It added no
further details. It however said that the arrival of
Kuwaiti passengers will continue provided they
have to undergo a seven-day quarantine at hotels
and another seven days at home.

The Civil Aviation announced a few days ago
details on how non-Kuwaiti passengers will be able
to enter Kuwait from all over the world starting
from February 21.

The announcement said that people coming

from previously restricted countries will be quar-
antined at local hotels for 14 days while passen-
gers arriving from other countries will be quaran-
tined at local hotels for seven days and another
seven days at home. 

Monday, February 22, 2021

3
L o c a l

Established 1961 

News in brief

134,000 expats left in 2020

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s population shrunk by
105,694 people during 2020, as the num-
ber of arriving expats is dropping and the
number of citizens is increasing, Al-Rai
Arabic daily reported yesterday. Kuwait’s
population dropped by 2.2 percent, reach-
ing 4.670 million at the end of 2020, com-
pared to 4.776 million at the end of 2019.
Official statistics issued by the civil infor-
mation authority show the number of arriv-
ing expat residents in Kuwait during 2020
saw a drop by 4 percent, as 134,000
expats left the country between January
and the end of December 2020. Expats
numbered 3.210 million in 2020 compared
to 3.344 million in 2019.

Drive-in cinemas soon?

KUWAIT: Economic sources welcomed a
ministerial decision by Minister of
Commerce and Industry and State Minister
for Economic Affairs Faisal Al-Medlej to
add several modern commercial activities
to the unified guide of economic activities
in the GCC, including drive-in theaters. The
sources, quoted in an Al-Qabas Arabic dai-
ly report yesterday, said this move will be
well received by a large number of youth
under the current circumstances. The
sources said drive-in theaters are a tempo-
rary solution on the path to return to nor-
mal life for cinemas, which were badly
affected, and this will allow people to
watch movies while complying with health
protocols. Notably, Kuwait was the first
Arab country to introduce drive-in cinemas
in October 1974. The cinema was closed in
2002 and the building was demolished.

967 people
recovered 

in 24 hours

Kuwait lists 768 new
COVID cases, five deaths

Government meetings set plans ahead of potential lockdown: Reports

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A number of MPs expressed opposi-
tion to reports that the government is planning to
impose a partial lockdown on the country soon to
counter the rise in the number of coronavirus
cases. Last week, government spokesman Tareq
Al-Mazrem said that no decision had been taken
on imposing a lockdown, but added that all

options were on the table of the government.
Local media have reported that the govern-

ment might impose a 12-hour nightly curfew dur-
ing the national celebrations later this week. MP
Abdullah Al-Turaiji said the possible lockdown
amounts to a mass punishment of individuals,
establishments and businesses, including those
who firmly comply with health measures. He said
that the best way is to impose strict measures and

apply them firmly on the public.
MP Bader Al-Humaidi said imposing a lock-

down on all will have social and financial conse-
quences, adding that it is much better to toughen
measures. MP Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf said authori-
ties should instead penalize people who do not
fully comply with health measures.

MP Turaiji yesterday submitted a bill calling to
impose taxes on the remittances of foreigners to

their home countries, saying the percentages
should be determined by the Central Bank. Also,
the National Assembly committee on developing
resources discussed a number of draft laws call-
ing to ban expats from taking jobs in the govern-
ment sector and allocate all jobs, whenever possi-
ble, to Kuwaiti citizens. The committee asked the
Civil Service Commission to come up with a writ-
ten reply on its opinion on the matter.

Kuwait MPs oppose lockdown, say it’s harmful

KUWAIT: People walk in Kuwait City’s traditional Souq Mubarakiya, which has been decorated in celebration of the country’s national holidays. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh


