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Amir, Crown Prince receive senior officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yes-
terday His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 
also received, in separate meetings, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and His Highness the 

Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Later in the day, he separately hosted Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 

received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled, Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali and Saleh at Seif 
Palace. His Highness Sheikh Mishal also received 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. In other 

news, His Highness the Amir addressed a cable of con-
dolences to Ecuadorian President Lenin Moreno on 
the demise of the republic’s former president, Gostavo 
Noboa. His Highness the Crown Prince and His 
Highness the Prime Minister sent cables of identical 
content to the Ecuadorian president. — KUNA
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 I am now waiting for a new decision by the 

Kuwaiti government, hopefully soon,” said Ronald, 
who spoke to Kuwait Times from Lipa in the 
Philippines.  

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation said in 
a press statement late Saturday that based on the 
health authorities’ instructions and after evaluating 
the global coronavirus situation, the suspension of 
the entry of non-Kuwaiti passengers into Kuwait 
will remain effective until further notice.  

It added that Kuwaitis, first-degree relatives of 
Kuwaitis and accompanying domestic workers; 
diplomats, their families and accompanying domes-
tic workers as well as public and private medical 
staff and their families can continue to enter the 
country and be subjected to mandatory 14-day 
quarantine (seven days at an approved local hotel 
and seven days at home).  

The DGCA however exempted hotel quarantine 

for Kuwaiti patients and students, unaccompanied 
minors (under the age of 18) and diplomats, their 
families and accompanying domestic workers, as 
well as public and private medical staff and their 
families. But they have to quarantine at home for the 
entire 14-day period, it clarified. The DGCA added 
all travelers have to register on its Kuwait Mosafer 
platform. Those who do not register will not be 
allowed to board the plane, it warned. 

In a related development, MP Osama Al-Shaheen 
sent questions to Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel 
Al-Sabah asking if the hotel quarantine decision 
was based on health grounds or if it is a financial 
and economic decision. He said the decision was 
made soon after the hotel federation complained 
that local hotels have sustained some KD 100 mil-
lion in losses because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Shaheen also asked the minister why foreign diplo-
mats have been exempted from hotel quarantine 
while Kuwaiti diplomats returning home have not 
been excluded. 

On Feb 7, Kuwait decided to ban the entry of all 
foreigners to Kuwait for two weeks. Prior to this 
ban, there was already a ban on the direct entry of 
passengers from 35 countries, who had to stay 14 
days in a third country before flying to Kuwait. 

Stranded expats 
dismayed by...
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Israel’s green pass scheme is being closely watched 

as a possible model for how other economies might 
re-open once a substantial part of the population is 
vaccinated, while stirring controversy over unequal 
access for those who opt out of the jab. Lifting 
weights at a gym in Petah Tikva near Tel Aviv late 
Saturday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu insisted 
Israel was moving ahead “with caution”, while implor-
ing “everyone to get vaccinated”. 

Standing at the entrance of a posh Tel Aviv gym, 
90-year-old Ora Davidovicz said she “couldn’t wait” 
to go swimming. “It’s been almost a year since I went 
to the pool,” she told AFP. “I’ve been counting the 
days. “All I have to do is put on my swimsuit,” she said, 
before heading in. Tom John, a muscular 33-year-old, 
told AFP he’d been training at home for months but 
felt safe being back at the gym with the protection 

systems in place. “Everyone here has a green badge,” 
he said, surveying the gym.  

As of yesterday, nearly 3.2 million Israelis were eli-
gible for the green pass, according to the health min-
istry. That includes 2.5 million people who had their 
second shot more than a week ago, as well as nearly 
700,000 people who have recovered from COVID-19.  

At the family owned Katalina shoe store in central 
Tel Aviv, Mordechai Nazarian said his business had 
been closed for eight of the last 12 months, with “little 
openings here and there” as Israel lifted restrictions 
between lockdowns. “We hope this one is the right 
one,” he told AFP. 

At the Third Ear record store in Tel Aviv, 32-year-
old Itay Shimon said he hadn’t been in a record store 
in many months, but was enjoying just browsing the 
aisles. Describing himself as a vaccine supporter, he 
also voiced caution about compelling people to get 
the jab. “We cannot force those who don’t want it to 
do it,” he said. 

Israel, which has one of the world’s most sophisti-
cated medical data systems, secured a substantial 
stock of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine by paying 
above market price and by striking a data-sharing 
deal with the drug giant. — AFP 

Israel touts ‘green  
pass’; UAE sends...
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Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), arrived in Tehran 

late Saturday and met with the head of the Iran 
Atomic Energy Organisation, Ali Akbar Salehi. 

“Iran and the IAEA held fruitful discussions 
based on mutual respect, the result of which will be 
released this evening,” Tehran’s ambassador to the 
UN agency Kazem Gharibabadi wrote on Twitter. 
Grossi, who also met with Zarif later yesterday, was 
due to hold a press conference after returning to 
Vienna in the evening. 

Iran’s conservative-dominated parliament months 
ago demanded that, if the US does not lift sanctions 
by this Sunday, Iran suspend some IAEA inspec-

tions from tomorrow. But Iran has stressed it will 
not cease working with the IAEA or expel its 
inspectors. 

Zarif told Iran’s Press TV yesterday he would talk 
to Grossi about implementing Iran’s law while mak-
ing sure “not to create an impasse, so that he carries 
out the obligations to show that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram remains peaceful”. Iran’s deputy foreign min-
ister Abbas Araghchi said late Saturday the “IAEA’s 
inspection capability will be reduced by about 20-
30 percent after the implementation of the parlia-
ment’s law”.  

Iran has notified the UN body it will suspend 
“voluntary transparency measures” - notably 
inspection visits to non-nuclear sites, including mili-
tary sites suspected of nuclear-related activity - if 
the US fails to lift the sanctions Trump reimposed in 
2018. Zarif said the law mandates the government to 
“not provide the tapes” of cameras at sites to the 
IAEA, adding that technical details would be dis-
cussed in Tehran. — AFP 

Iran says talks  
with IAEA...
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a new flight,” it added, saying those who did not 

wish to travel immediately had been provided with 
hotel accommodation. 

In a recording of the distress call obtained from 
the website LiveATC, which broadcasts air traffic 
communications, the pilot requested emergency 
permission to turn back to Denver. “Three-twenty-
eight, uh, heavy. We’ve experienced engine failure, 
need to turn. Mayday, mayday,” he said, without 
obvious panic in his voice. “Mayday, aircraft, uh, 
just experienced engine failure,” he said, after the 

tower asked him to repeat himself. “Need a turn 
immediately.” 

Meanwhile, residents in the Denver suburb of 
Broomfield found large pieces of the plane scattered 
around their community, including a giant circular 
piece of metal that landed in the yard of Kirby 
Klements. “It was a little overwhelming,” he told 
CNN. “It landed square on top of my truck and fell 
off,” he said, reporting that a separate large piece of 
debris had put a 1.5-m hole in a neighbor’s roof.  

The Federal Aviation Administration said it was 
“aware of reports of debris in the vicinity of the air-
plane’s flight path,” adding that the agency and the 
National Transportation Safety Board would be 
investigating the incident. “If you find debris 
PLEASE don’t touch it or move it. The @NTSB 
wants all debris to remain in place for investigation,” 
Bloomfield police tweeted. — AFP 

Engine failure  
scatters debris...


